
Cerato GT = civilised fun 

 

THE current COVID-19 restrictions have kept us here at thecountrydriver.com 

close to home, meaning more time spent exploring the many great drivers’ 

roads around North-East Victoria. 

Which is fine by us, especially when you have a car such as the Kia Cerato GT 

hatch to play with. 

Border restrictions mean we cannot venture into New South Wales, which is 

more the pity as many of the roads we use on a regular basis criss-cross the 

Murray River, either upstream or downstream of Albury-Wodonga. 

So, we must play in our own back yard for the duration, with Wodonga City and 

the larger regional towns of Beechworth, Yackandandah, Myrtleford, 

Tallangatta, and Corryong being our main go-to destinations.    

Despite its moniker, the Cerato GT does not stick out like a sore thumb, but it 

does have more than enough external differences from the garden-variety 

Cerato variants to attract attention, and for those curious marque spotters to ask 

a few questions about it. 

A subtle, yet distinctive body kit, GT badging, red coloured highlights, dual 

exhausts, LED head and taillights, a lower stance, and 18-inch sport rims 

wrapped in grippy 225/40Z R18 Michelin Pilot Sport 4 tyres are the instant 

giveaways.  

When you poke your nose inside the all-black interior, you notice alloy sports 

pedals, paddle shifters, a flat-bottomed sports steering wheel, and sports front 

seats with red GT motif. 

The GT is the flagship of the Cerato fleet and is the company’s first 

performance-focused small car since the oddly named Pro Cee’d GT of 2014. 

As Kia and Hyundai are sister companies, it comes as no surprise that both the 

Kia Cerato GT and the Hyundai Veloster 1.6 T-GDi share the same excellent 

150kW/265Nm 1.6-litre turbo petrol engine and seven-speed DCT gearbox.  

You can have the GT in sedan or hatch form, with both variants priced 

identically - from $33,490 plus the usual on-road costs.  

New to the GT is an independent multi-link rear suspension in place of the 

coupled torsion beam of the 2-litre variants, plus Kia engineers have 



recalibrated the car’s steering and let its Aussie engineers loose on its 

suspension so as to better suit local conditions.  

Being king-pin Cerato, the GT reviewer came ‘with the lot’ in terms of safety 

and tech, standard gear, and creature comforts.  

It lacked for nought, except for a sunroof, which is not an option. 

Premium paint is an additional $520 if you want your GT in something other 

than clear white.  

And, of course, you would.  

Our week’s drive program for the GT included a drive across the exciting 

Granya (Gap) Road to the east of the twin cities and over our usual 153-

kilometre drive route through the historic Ovens Goldfields district. 

There are four Cerato sedan and four Cerato hatch variants, in 2.0 S, 2.0 Sport, 

2.0 Sport+ and 1.6 GT Turbo specification.  

While practicality may win over style nine times out of 10, it is the sedan which 

is the winner in our eyes.  

It is classy.  

Real classy.  

But for some reason the GT looks more purposeful in hatchback body 

configuration. 

The GT comes with a full suite of active and passive safety aids such as 

Autonomous Emergency Braking Pedestrian and Cyclist, Forward Collision 

Warning, Lane Keep Assist, Rear View Camera with dynamic guidelines, six 

airbags, tyre pressure monitor, smart cruise control, speed limiter, Driver 

Attention Alert Warning, and an ANCAP five star rating.  

Its long list of standard fare includes front and rear parking sensors, Drive Mode 

Select, eight-way driver seat adjustment with two memory positions, 8-inch 

touchscreen infotainment display, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto with voice 

recognition, wireless phone charger, eight-speaker JBL Premium sound system, 

Bluetooth connectivity, dual-zone climate control air-conditioning, and heated 

and ventilated front sport seats.  

The thumping heart of the GT is its four-cylinder, 1.6-litre, turbocharged petrol 

engine which delivers its 150kW of power at 6000rpm and its 265Nm of torque 

from 1500-4500rpm. 



Just where you want it. 

It operates on a diet of 91RON petrol.  

The power and torque sent to the front wheels is via a seven-speed DCT 

gearbox with sequential shifting via a stubby gear lever or, in the tight and 

twisty bits, via discreet paddle shifters mounted on the steering wheel. 

In Sport mode gear shifts are more aggressive and the steering is sharper, 

perfect for that fun blast across the Granya (Gap) Road 60-kilometres to the 

south east of Albury-Wodonga which turns right off The Great River Road at 

the mainly farming community village of Granya.  

The ‘Gap’ road is a steep and windy sealed section which claws its way up and 

through the Mount Granya State Park before dropping down to the Murray 

Valley Highway at Bullioh in the Upper Murray region of North-East Victoria.  

The road is 15-kilometres in length and is just under 950-metres at its highest 

point. 

Mount Granya State Park is a dominant, 6140-hectare outcrop in the Upper 

Murray landscape, its steep, forested slopes rising dramatically above the upper 

reaches of Lake Hume and surrounding valleys.  

The only sign of civilisation along the road is Granya at the northern end, 

comprising a couple of farmhouses scattered here and there, a community hall, 

and a church, and a couple more at the southern end of the road. 

In between is the fun bit, perfect for vehicles such as a Cerato GT hatch (or 

sedan).  

My thoughts earlier in the week were that if the GT’s performance and handling 

credentials matched those of the Veloster turbo which I had driven over the 

same road a few weeks earlier, then I really had something to look forward to as 

I wheeled out of the GT's Keilor Park, Melbourne, lodgings and pointed its nose 

north-east, keeping a very careful eye on the digital speedo for the next three-

and-a-half hours/305-kilometres.  

The Hume Freeway between Melbourne and Albury-Wodonga must be treated 

with respect in keeping to the speed limit, no matter how dull and boring the 

drive is and no matter what you are driving.  

Anything wearing a GT badge seems to attract attention, even standing still!  



A little over three-and-a-half-hours later (lunch/comfort stop at the half-way 

point at Euroa), I was back in Albury-Wodonga and ready for a week 

scampering around the rural countryside. 

The Cerato GT is far from being a stripped-to-the-bone, boy-racer hotted-up 

hatch, and while some makers of similar sporty variants strip away gear to 

reduce weight, Kia on the other hand has loaded the GT with every wanted 

feature, yet it still comes in at just 1370 kilograms.  

The GT was a car I found myself looking for excuses to drive, whether that was 

hunting across the Granya Road, or a sedate drive to the local shopping centre.  

While it was wonderful to have as many creature comforts as there were, the 

GT is all about its drivetrain and running gear and the Granya Road was the 

perfect snaking ribbon of bitumen to put it through its paces.  

From Granya the road squirrels its way up the mountain, with nary one straight 

section meaning, in Sport mode, plenty of quick up or down gear changes from 

the DCT gearbox, with the engine's abundance of power and torque pulling the 

car up and through every left-right-left-right curve to the summit where the Mt 

Granya Rd (more a dirt track), takes you to the summit proper where there is a 

picnic area and lookout (definitely not GT country given there was just 135mm 

of ground clearance under me).  

The amount of front-end grip this car displayed was simply brilliant and all that 

torque was available from just 1500rpm, with no noticeable turbo lag.  

By letting the torque do the walk, it was just a case of point, steer and go, 

changing up or down manually via the steering wheel paddles when required, 

dabbing the brakes at the hairpins, and still having time to enjoy the scenery as 

it flashed by.  

The GT’s Oz-tuned suspension and its comprehensive driver aids helped keep 

everything pointed in the right direction, while the upgraded power steering 

always let me know where the front wheels were pointed and, depending on the 

situation, the respective drive modes changed transmission shift points, throttle 

response, and steering feel.  

The grip provided by the Michelin tyres was immense.  

The Granya Road joins the Murray Valley Highway just east of Tallangatta, 

‘the town that moved’ in the 1950s.  

And where did it move from? 



Old Tallangatta, of course, and at a roadside lookout just east of the Murray 

Valley/Omeo Highway intersection, you can see a plan of the old town's streets 

that are etched in the rich, alluvial soil where once the town stood.  

But you can only see the street 'map' when the waters of Lake Hume have 

receded enough. 

It was the raising of the lake for downstream irrigation purposes that prompted 

authorities to up stumps and move the town to higher ground.  

From the lookout it was an easy drive back to Albury-Wodonga, following the 

Murray Valley Highway and, for most of the way, the High Country Rail Trail.  

A railway line ran from Wodonga to the Upper Murray township of Cudgewa 

between 1921 and 1981. 

The highway skirts the once whistle-stop railway sidings of 'new' Tallangatta, 

Huon, Ebden, Bonegilla, and Bandiana, before ending in the Rural City of 

Wodonga. 

But for one last blast, I turned the GT towards the Kurrajong Lookout which sits 

atop a range of steep hills to the south of Lake Hume between the villages of 

Bellbridge and Bethanga. 

This route took me from Bonegilla, past the old Hume Weir Motor Racing 

Circuit, across the Murray River just downstream of the Hume Dam, through 

Hume Weir village, and across the Bethanga Bridge which spans the lake.  

The views of Lake Hume from the lookout are spectacular, as is the windy road 

to get there. 

The GT rode beautifully - helped in no small way by comfortable leather-clad 

sports seats - on both the Hume Freeway and on the B400, the Murray Valley 

Highway.  

And it was just as comfortable and docile around town as any other Cerato 

sedan or hatch.  

The somewhat firm suspension and 18-inch rubber had no detrimental effect on 

the car's around-town comfort, while the drivetrain was also very well-

mannered. 

There was no snatch of the transmission, no rough idle.  

Nothing. 

As far as a daily drive goes, no worries. 



Getting into and climbing out of the sports seats aside, there was nothing else to 

dislike about the GT. 

Its cabin was easy to live with and though the car was sporty in nature, noise 

levels were no higher than normal.  

The boot offered 428-litres of space, which could be expanded by dropping the 

60:40 rear seat backs down to an almost flat position. 

That could be done by tabs on the seat backs or via levers inside the boot.  

Do not go looking for a full-size spare wheel as all you get is one of the 

temporary types. 

Not good when you are miles from nowhere.  

Under the boot floor though was a handy oddments tray which had a number of 

separate storage bins, plus there were bins with tie-downs either side of the 

luggage compartment and plenty of space around the spare wheel well for bits 

and pieces.  

The great things I did like about the GT were its standard LED headlights, easy-

to-navigate 8-inch touchscreen, 4.2-inch Driver Display which included a 

digital speedo, the front and rear parking sensors, and a crystal-clear reversing 

camera. 

I was also blessed with dual-zone climate control, sat-nav, easy entry, push-

button start, fully adjustable steering column, and electric seat adjustment for 

the driver. 

The Cerato GT measures 4640mm long, 1800mm wide, and stands 1435mm 

high and boasts a turning circle of 10.6-metres, meaning it is an easy car to 

wheel along narrow streets and alley ways, and to manoeuvre in crowded 

shopping centre car parks. 

Rear leg room is generous, rear head room is adequate, there was good cabin 

storage, rear air vents, and rear seat outboard ISOFIX mounts, but no rear 

connectivity. 

The GT was not perfect, but what car is? 

It was just as enjoyable to drive around town as it was to drive out of town, with 

the marvellous engine and excellent DCT gearbox adding to the experience.  

Hitting the on-board computer button after a week of highway, byway and 

suburban driving (including that blast across the Granya Road), showed I had 



averaged 6.8 litres per 100 kilometres, the same combined figure claimed by 

Kia. 

There is no manual GT variant, but as far as bang-for-your-buck this car is a 

winner, not forgetting Kia’s industry-leading seven-year/unlimited-kilometre 

warranty with seven years of capped-price serving and roadside assistance.  

 

Price: Kia Cerato 1.6 GT sedan, $33,490 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 1.6-litre, four-cylinder, turbocharged petrol  

Power: 150kW at 6000rpm 

Torque: 265Nm at 1500-4500rpm 

Transmission: Seven-speed DCT automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 6.8L/100km 91RON 

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

Towing capacity: 1100kg braked  

Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury -Wodonga – McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton – Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666  

Wagga - Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688  

Wangaratta – Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5722 9898 

 


