
A sideboard, the Major and a Koba 

 

PRIDE of place in my grandparents’ house was a beautiful old sideboard. 

I was told on more than one occasion that it belonged to a Major Mitchell who, 

I believed, was an acquaintance given that both my grandfather and great uncle 

fought in World War 1. 

Both were members of the Australian Light Horse, my grandfather serving in 

Palestine, my great uncle at Gallipoli where he was killed at Pope’s Hill on 

August 7, 1915. 

This Major Mitchell was not a WW1 soldier but (later Sir) Thomas Livingstone 

Mitchell, Surveyor General and explorer who, with 24 others, trudged through 

North-East Victoria and the Southern Riverina region of New South Wales 

during his third expedition in 1836. 

This was 12 years after explorers Hume and Hovell passed through in 1824. 

How the good Major’s sideboard came into my grandparents’ possession and 

where it is today – if it still survives – I have no idea. 

But what has Major Mitchell got to do with the 2020 Toyota C-HR Koba all-

wheel-drive petrol variant we are reviewing here? 

Absolutely nothing except that, like the Hume and Hovell Walking Track from 

Yass to Albury-Wodonga, you can follow some of the Major Mitchell Trail by 

car and, as that part of the trail between the city of Benalla in North-East 

Victoria and the NSW border town of Howlong downstream of Albury-

Wodonga on the Murray River is navigable, and in our neck of the woods, we 

decided to follow in the Major’s footsteps in our Hornet Yellow with black roof 

C-HR Koba. 

This is the first facelift for the funky-looking C-HR since it launched here in 

2017 but it also brings to the showroom floor the option of hybrid technology, 

bringing to eight the number of models Toyota now offers with a hybrid-electric 

powertrain, joining Camry, Corolla hatch and sedan, RAV4 and the Prius, Prius 

c and Prius v. 

The facelift also introduces a less fussy look for the C-HR’s styling, new wheel 

designs, and other upgrades, including the installation of a new-generation 

multimedia system with smartphone mirroring for Apple CarPlay and Android 

Auto. 

There are five C-HR variants: two-wheel-drive petrol, all-wheel-drive petrol, 

front-wheel-drive Koba petrol, all-wheel-drive Koba petrol, and two-wheel-

drive Koba hybrid. 



All variants feature a Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT). 

Considering the number of changes, Toyota has kept price increases below two 

per cent, with the two-wheel-drive 1.2-litre turbo starting from $29,540, plus 

on-road costs. 

High-grade Koba petrol starts at $33,940. 

The hybrid-electric system, including an electric vehicle mode, is an additional 

$2500. 

The traction of Toyota's part-time Dynamic Torque Control all-wheel-drive 

system adds $2000 to the cost of the 2WD Koba. 

The two-wheel-drive hybrid is priced from $36,440, with premium paint across 

all grades costing $550. 

For an additional $450 you can have a contrasting black or white roof, 

depending on body colour, to add your own statement, and there are other 

fashion accessories if you want to throw even more money at your C-HR.  

The as-tested all-wheel-drive petrol Koba has a showroom sticker of $35,940, 

plus on-road costs and, if you were wondering, Koba variants are named for C-

HR lead engineer Hiroyuki Koba. 

The 1.8-litre hybrid-electric system which is available on the big-selling front-

wheel-drive Koba, offers a combined output of 90kW, while petrol front and 

all-wheel-drive variants are powered by the same punchy 1.2-litre turbo four-

cylinder engine which dishes up 85kW of power and a handy 185Nm of torque, 

the latter available from 1500rpm to 4000rpm. 

Toyota claims 4.3 litres per 100 kilometres for the hybrid and 6.4L/100km or 

6.5L/100km for the front or all-wheel-drive petrol models. 

After collecting our C-HR tester from its digs at Toyota’s Centre of Excellence  

Altona North complex, we joined the long, slow crawl along the Western Ring 

Road to the Hume Freeway on ramp where traffic thinned and we were able to 

let this SUV-with-a-difference lift its skirts and run at a much faster pace.   

And that it did, all the way to where the Midland Highway crosses the freeway 

south of Benalla. 

Benalla was our starting point, but just where Mitchell and his band of merry 

explorers trekked is a mystery considering there was no settlement in the 

vicinity until 1838. 

This was the land of the Taungurong people who lived by the Broken River and 

who no doubt kept a watchful eye on these strangers walking through the bush. 



Not so the C-HR which, even after two-plus years on our roads, still attracts 

plenty of attention. 

Now more so, especially among the marque spotters who will be quick to pick 

the C-HR’s cleaner, yet bolder, front mask and rear styling, and new LED head 

and tail lights for Koba variants. 

They will also notice the new design for the 17-inch alloy wheels for the C-HR 

and the 18-inch alloys for Koba, and that’s without peeking inside where the 

new multimedia system now incorporates an 8-inch touchscreen (previously a 

miserly 6.1-inch). 

An old map showed the expedition travelled in an almost straight line from 

Benalla to where the city of Wangaratta is today aware, from Hume and 

Hovell’s travels, that the Ovens River was between them and the Murray (or 

Hume) River. 

A plaque at the Thomas Mitchell bridge which crosses the Ovens River at 

Parfitt Road, Wangaratta, reads: 

‘This tablet commemorates the crossing of the Ovens River near this spot 

by Major Mitchell, October 15 - 1836. 

‘The river was named by Hume and Hovell, November 24 – 1824’ 

The original plaque of Mitchell’s crossing and the naming of the river by Hume 

and Hovell was erected on a tree near the bridge and unveiled on April 23, 

1915. 

The present, and fourth bridge to span the Ovens River, opened in 1967. 

The first was built in 1855. 

At North Wangaratta, where the Boorhaman/Detour Road crosses the old Hume 

Highway, there is a signpost which I have driven past hundreds of times yet 

have never had an urge to see where it leads. 

Until now, my memory jolted by the story of the colonial sideboard! 

From Altona North to North Wangaratta, the C-HR ran, as all Toyotas do, like 

clockwork, the trip being quiet, comfortable, relaxing and, thankfully, 

entertaining in that we had plenty of the latest in-cabin technology to keep us 

amused as the freeway drive is boring. 

Advanced Toyota Safety Sense technologies are standard across the C-HR 

range and include pre-collision safety system with day and night pedestrian 



detection, all-speed active cruise control, lane departure alert with steering 

assist, and auto high beam. 

 

There were seven airbags, a reversing camera, blind-spot monitor, rear cross-

traffic alert, rain-sensing wipers, front and rear parking sensors, hill-start assist 

control, stability and traction control, sat-nav with speed sign recognition, dual-

zone climate control, a 4.2-inch multi-information display, electronic park 

brake, and auto-dimming rear-view mirror. 

Being in a Koba we also got to enjoy such luxury goodies as leather-accented 

seats, keyless smart entry and start, the LED lights and innovative nanoe 

technology that moisturises cabin air. 

Adding these to the standard two-wheel-drive C-HR means forking out an extra 

$4400. 

We can only assume that the Mitchell expedition headed in a north-easterly 

direction from North Wangaratta towards Mount Barambogie (497m) east of 

Springhurst before swinging north to the Murray River, 30-kilometres away. 

While the exploration party would have traipsed over what is now pastoral land, 

we had to follow roads which were as close to their track as possible. 

This meant driving into the historic township of Chiltern, then following the 

Chiltern-Howlong Road through the Chiltern Box-Ironbark National Forest to 

Gooramadda, a farming community on the Victorian side of the Murray River 

where Mitchell and his party camped before attempting a crossing (a plaque 

says so!). 

The New South Wales town of Howlong – a satellite of Albury-Wodonga – 

sprang up on the opposite bank of the Murray River in 1854, and from near 

where the town is today the Mitchell party returned to Sydney via the ‘now 

towns’ of Culcairn, Henty, The Rock, Wagga, Gundagai, Jugiong, Goulburn, 

Mittagong (where my grandparents lived), and Camden. 

After making the river crossing into Howlong, we followed the Riverina 

Highway to our home base of Albury-Wodonga, with yet another adventure 

planned – the Ovens District Goldfields loop. 

Just the road - or a section of it - to take our 'banana car' for a Sunday jaunt 

given that the roads we had travelled on were mainly flat with nary a tight 

corner.  



The 'banana car', as the younger grandkids referred to the test Hornet Yellow 

Toyota C-HR, was right at home on our usual test loop which takes in the 

historic gold mining towns of Beechworth, Stanley and Yackandandah, and the 

twin townships of Kiewa-Tangambalanga.  

The C-HR sits on Toyota's New Global Architecture-based platform ‘which 

allows for a low centre of gravity, which results in an engaging drive 

experience, outstanding handling and agility, and well controlled body roll’. 

It is also the first Toyota vehicle sold in Australia fitted with a four-cylinder 

1.2-litre turbocharged petrol engine. 

This ‘little engine that can’ develops a modest 85kW of power and a not-so 

modest 185Nm of torque, and while those figures do not look exciting on paper, 

they are more than enough to make the C-HR lift its skirts and run with the best 

of them, all-wheel-drive variants aside as the extra weight does hamper them 

somewhat during off-the-mark acceleration.  

That peak torque by the way is available from just 1500 rpm all the way to 

4000rpm, which was handy while we were threading our way through 

congested Melbourne suburban traffic. 

Our Koba AWD was fitted with a CVT transmission which offered fully 

automatic mode or, when the road ahead begged to be driven in a more playful 

form, seven-speed Sport mode with sequential shifting via the gearstick.  

The all-wheel-drive variant also gave us three driving modes to choose from - 

Eco, Normal and Sport. Most of our driving was done in the latter.  

Adding to the safety aspect was Toyota's Dynamic Torque control, an electro-

magnetic all-wheel-drive system that can direct up to half of the engine's torque 

to the rear axle. 

Perfect for those trips to the nearby Victorian and NSW snow resorts, but chains 

must still be carried, all-wheel-drive or not. 

Our trip along the Hume Freeway was smooth and relatively quiet, with the 

small-capacity engine delivering a surprisingly brisk performance and good fuel 

consumption, with the on-board readout showing 6.4 litres per 100 kilometres. 

Our overall consumption after a week's driving was a respectable 7L/100km. 

A downside here is that the sophisticated, high-revving engine survives on a 

minimum diet of 95RON.  



The vehicle’s angles and interconnecting lines are ultra-stylish, and I liked 

narrow headlight assembly, roof-mounted rear spoiler, the concealed rear door 

handles and bold taillights.  

Once onto home turf it was time to put the C-HR across our usual test loop, 

with the vehicle only stuttering on what is known locally as the Rising Sun, a 

long, uphill crawl from the hamlet of Wooragee into Beechworth, a section of 

road which catches most small, average-powered vehicles out.  

The better SUV these days handle well and display a playful nature on twisty 

roads and the C-HR was no exception. 

Its road manners were excellent, with good levels of grip and body control, and 

light, but precise steering.  

On the gravel sections the all-wheel-drive system came into its own, and once 

into the twin border cities of Albury-Wodonga, the C-HR revelled on suburban 

streets and was no problem when it came to parking or manoeuvring in crowded 

shopping centre car parks. 

Our week's journeys were spent in a stylish and bright cabin boasting plenty of 

space front and rear, supportive seats, and good all-round vision (photos don't 

convey this). 

Storage spaces included a large glovebox, a lidded centre console box and 

cupholders, a tray for storing your smartphone, and cupholders in the front 

doors.  

There were no rear air vents or door pockets. 

Opening the rear gate had us staring at 318 litres of cargo space which could be 

doubled by laying down the split-fold rear seats. 

Beneath lurked a space-saver spare wheel. 

Yes, the C-HR is expensive, especially in Koba guise, and a gutsier engine 

would really do the trick, but it’s an SUV all about styling rather than 

performance, yet despite its high-riding chassis it is a sweet handler and a fun 

vehicle to drive, whether that be in inner city traffic, around the suburbs, on 

freeway and highway, or following in the footsteps of our explorers. 

And in case you are wondering, Sir Thomas Mitchell died on October 5, 1855, 

at his home at Darling Point, Sydney, aged 63. 



 
  

Price: Toyota C-HR 1.2 AWD Koba $35,940 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 1.2-litre four-cylinder turbo petrol  

Power: 85kW at 5200-5600rpm 

Torque: 185Nm at 1500-4000rpm  

Transmission: Seven-speed CVT automatic. All-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 7L/100km 95RON petrol  

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

Towing capacity: 600kg braked   

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres   

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS       

Albury-Wodonga – Jacob Toyota, 404 Griffith Road, Lavington, Phone: (02) 

6057 1000. Jacob Toyota, 175 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 6055 

9999 

Benalla – Benalla Toyota, 28 Sydney Road, Phone: (03) 5762 2022 

Mansfield – Mansfield Toyota, 102-108 High Street, Phone: (02) 5775 1777 

Shepparton – Shepparton Toyota, 8000 Melbourne Road, Phone: (03) 5823 

1301   

Tumut – Tumut Toyota, 147 Wynyard Street, Phone: (02) 6947 1744 

Wagga – Thomas Bros Toyota, 67 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0555   

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Toyota, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000  

Yarrawonga – Yarrawonga Toyota, 7 Commercial Road, Phone: (03) 5743 1073 

 


