
For when clever matters 

 

WHILE it is nice to every so often step out of my comfort zone and take on the 

challenge of different and unfamiliar roads, it is nice to be able to put a similar 

car across roads I am more familiar with. 

 

My last drive of a current, or second-generation, Honda HR-V - in RS trim – 

was in the south-east corner of Queensland and in particular the busy roads 

between Brisbane and Burleigh Heads, and the steep and windy roads of the 

magnificent Gold Coast Hinterland. 

 

While the main arteries in that corner of the Sunshine State operate at a very 

different pace to what I am used to, the road network through the hinterland is 

very similar to what I encounter (almost) weekly on my 153-kilometre test loop 

through what is known as the Ovens Goldfields district of North-East Victoria.  

 

But there is a difference, and a big but at that.  

 

And that 'but' is the volume of traffic, with the road network in and around 

Brisbane, the Gold Coast, and in the Hinterland, slow-moving and, more times 

than not, choked to the point where traffic comes to a complete stop. 

 

Not so 'my' roads which, to compare like-for-like terrain, I recently took to in a 

top-spec HR-V VTi-LX which has been ever-so-slightly updated for 2021. 

 

The updated, four-model strong HR-V range of VT-i, VTi-S, RS, and as-tested, 

range-topping VTi-LX, now comes with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto as 

part of a new 7-inch infotainment touchscreen system similar to that used in 

Civic and CR-V models. 

 

The new infotainment system also offers phone mirroring functionality via 

WebLink. 



 

The current generation HR-V, which was introduced in 2015, received a freshen-

up for 2019 and introduced the sporty-looking RS, but while exterior changes 

were limited, several safety features were added as standard. 

 

The HR-V competes in the crowded SUV Small segment which has expanded 

recently with the addition of the Kia Seltos, Mazda CX-30, and VW T-Roc. 

 

Price 

 

The entry VTi is priced from $25,990, the VTi-S from $30,390, the RS from 

$33,690, and the flagship VTi-LX from $36,240, all plus on-road costs. 

 

Engine/transmission choice 

 

All HR-V variants are powered by the same 1.8-litre, four cylinder i-VTEC 

engine mated to a CVT with stepped gear ratios. 

 

The 1.8-litre normally-aspirated, petrol engine develops 105kW of power at 

6500rpm and 172Nm of torque at 4300rpm. 

 

The CVT transmission, which drives through the front wheels, comes with 

standard paddle shifters in the RS and the VTi-LX for when you want to have 

some fun, especially on windy roads. 

 

I thought my run through the hilly, windy, Ovens Goldfields District was going 

to wreck a good fuel result, but no, a stunning reading of 7.1 litres per 100 

kilometres showing after a week of freeway, highway, B and C roads, and city 

and suburban driving.  

 

Honda claims 6.7L/100km. 

 

Body styling 



 

The HR-V is nearing six years old, but the freshen up for model year 2019 has 

kept it fresh and it remains a nice looking small SUV. 

 

I like the smart coupe-like styling of the HR-V and the 'concealed' rear door 

handles plus it cannot be confused with any other small SUV out there thanks to 

its stand-out corporate snout. 

 

The VTi-LX comes with a nice set of 17-inch alloy wheels, LED head, tail, 

daytime running and fog lights, roof rails, a tailgate spoiler, rear privacy glass, 

chrome front door handles, and an electric panoramic sunroof. 

 

In profile it does look like a mini-me CR-V, but that is where the similarities end. 

 

The VTi-LX can be had in passion blue (as was the review car), passion red, 

platinum white, crystal black, lunar silver, or modern steel. 

 

These metallic or pearlescent paints are included in the price.  

 

The HR-V sits on a 2610mm wheelbase, is 4360mm long, stands 1605mm, and 

is 1790mm wide. 

 

Interior styling 

 

The HR-V's strongpoint is its clever passenger space which is more than 

generous and belies the car's somewhat compact dimensions.  

 

It is a nice five-door vehicle in which to reside, with more than enough space for 

four (five at a pinch) and their gear, good vision, and quality materials, many of 

them soft-touch. 

 

The brilliantly packaged VTi-LX boasts leather upholstery, a leather-trimmed 

steering wheel and gear lever knob, clear instrumentation (no digital 



speedometer), a fuss-free dash layout, and that new 7-inch touchscreen which 

replaces the previous unit that not only looked cheap and had ugly graphics, but 

lacked Apple CarPlay/Android Auto smartphone mirroring.  

 

The cheapness of the multi-media system dulled an otherwise nicely presented 

dash and instrument layout. 

 

The new integrated unit changes all that and lifts the dash panel to a new level. 

 

Rear space is positively generous, especially in headroom given the coupe-like 

roofline, plus there is the flexibility of Honda’s 18-combination Magic Seating 

system. 

 

The clever (there is that word again!) magic rear seating arrangement can be 

flipped and folded every which way, allowing you to transport long, tall, or 

bulky items, or it can be used in conventional 60:40 mode.  

 

With the rear seat up, boot capacity is a class average 437 litres, but with the 

seats laid flat, the floor to roof capacity blows out to an amazing 1462 litres.  

 

The cargo hold is fitted with a light, a 12-volt power outlet, four tie-down 

hooks, and a cargo cover.  

 

Beneath resides a temporary spare wheel.  

 

Standard equipment 

 

Being the flagship of the small HR-V fleet, the VTi-LX comes (almost) ‘with the 

lot’ in terms of standard kit. 

 

It does miss out on that digital speedometer, no rear air vents, and radar cruise 

control, but what it does come with is more than enough to keep everyone happy 



and content, such as a self-dipping interior rear view mirror, dual zone air-con, 

cruise control, steering wheel remotes, drilled alloy foot pedals, auto-on 

headlights and auto wipers, push-button start, remote central locking, electric 

folding exterior rear view mirrors, an electric park brake, heated front seats with 

electric adjustment for the driver, and an Econ button. 

 

Safety features 

 

City-Brake Active System is standard across the range, plus I got Honda's 

Advanced Driver Assist System comprising Forward Collision Warning, Lane 

Watch, six airbags, a multi-angle reversing camera with fixed guidelines, and 

front and rear parking sensors. 

 

The HR-V comes with a five-star ANCAP safety rating. 

 

Comfort/convenience 

 

The HR-V is one comfortable conveyance, with well-padded and well-bolstered 

sport-styled front seats, and a comfy rear pew, plus it boasts just enough oddments 

bins, cup holders and hidey-holes.  

 

Thankfully, its on-board tech has finally caught up with the rest of the pack, as in 

addition to Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, the new infotainment system also 

offers voice recognition functionality to activate Siri Eyes Free mode and Google 

Voice Search, which can be accessed via a steering wheel-mounted control or the 

microphone button on the head unit. 

  

Connectivity is via one of the two USB ports mounted ahead of a small tray low 

on the centre console.  

  

What is it like to drive? 

 

The HR-V is no fire-cracker, its 105kW of power and 172Nm of torque not that 

impressive on paper and the engine relies on a lot of revs to produce them - 

6500rpm and 4300rpm, respectively. 



 

It is, however, smooth and works well with the revised CVT which can become 

playful via the paddle shifters for when I wanted to have some fun behind the 

wheel. 

 

And I did just that on a run across my regular drive route, where the narrow 

windy roads begged me to hurry the VTi-XL along, using the paddles to extract 

the most out of both engine and gearbox.  

Even though some of the roads were C-grade, the HR-V dug in, with plenty of 

grip when hustled across the twisty bits, and displayed a composed, but firm 

ride when it hitched its skirts when the road flattened out. 

 

The electric power steering is well weighted and points the vehicle accurately, 

resulting in quicker, effortless turn-in, but at low speed and on some so-so 

connecting roads, the ride was too firm, resulting in the MacPherson strut 

front/torsion beam rear suspension not being able to play catch-up quick enough 

before some of the bigger bumps reached the cabin.  

 

There was also an inherent tendency for the car to push a little more in corners, 

but nothing too drastic. 

 

A more muscular engine and a better transmission - even a manual - would 

make this little SUV a great little SUV. 

 

Its chassis deserves, in fact demands, more.  

 

No matter which HR-V variant, you do get 170mm of ground clearance under 

you, meaning some ability to wind your way along a well-beaten track to that 

favourite camping, picnic, or fishing spot. 

 

Back inside city limits, I was impressed with the car's tight turning circle and 

compact dimensions, the whole package being just 4.36-metres in length.  



 

And that came in handy during visits to crowded shopping centre carparks.  

 

The vehicle was easy to wheel around looking for that elusive parking spot and, 

once I found one, slot easily into the bay.  

 

The four-wheel-disc brakes took everything I threw at them and Honda must be 

congratulated at giving the HR-V an electric emergency parking brake.  

 

 

Why would I need it? 

 

Yes, there are newer vehicles playing in the same sand pit, but the Thai-built 

HR-V makes perfect sense as an in-town companion thanks to its spacious, 

flexible interior, and ability to keep up with the general traffic flow. 

 

It also enjoys a run in the country, so long as its route is across mainly flat, not 

too hilly, terrain.  

 

While the flagship VTi-LX is the most expensive, it would do me fine thanks to 

its extra safety, comfort, and convenience items.  

 

The HR-V is stylish, roomy, and practical, is sufficiently powered and would be 

easy to live with, but against newer competition it is starting to show its age.  

 

The visually more pleasing and dynamically more capable RS is a step in the 

right direction for those looking for something a little different for their daily 

commute.  

 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: HondaAustralia  



 

Price: Honda HR-V VTi-LX, $36,240 plus on-road costs 

 

Engine: 1.8-litre, SOHC i-VTEC four cylinder  

 

Power: 105kW at 6500rpm  

 

Torque: 172Nm at 4300rpm  

 

Transmission: CVT. Front-wheel-drive  

 

Fuel consumption: 7.1L/100km 91RON 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres petrol  

 

Towing capacity: 800kg braked  

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HONDA 

DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury Phone: (02) 6041 

8400 

 

Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 

5833  

 

Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100 

 


