
Was the wait worth it? 

 

MY original drive of a 2020 Hyundai Veloster was to have been mid-March, but 

the pandemic got in the way. 

Sixteen weeks later, and with the pandemic still playing havoc with us Victorians, 

I was sitting in a second-generation Veloster 1.6 Coupe turbo Premium outside its 

Melbourne digs ready to return to Albury-Wodonga thinking, ‘I hope the wait is 

worth it’. 

But, and there is always a but, to return to home base I first had to clear police 

roadblocks on the Hume Freeway north of Melbourne as the southern city (and the 

Shire of Mitchell) was in lockdown – again. 

But return to the border region I did, with the trip along the somewhat more 

subdued freeway (yes, I used the freeway!), I had time to plan a drive route for the 

Veloster, with any venture into New South Wales out of the question, despite 

having a border work permit to do so. 

North-East Victoria has many great roads that welcome sports cars such as the 

Veloster, but, for this drive, and seeing that border residents were to keep within 

a 50-kilometre bubble, I chose to stick to my regular drive route, a 153-

kilometre loop which takes in the Ovens Goldfields District centred around two 

of North-East Victoria's most visited historic gold-mining towns - Beechworth 

and Yackandandah. 

Priced from $29,780 for the entry 2-litre, the 2+1 (doors that is) 2+2 Veloster 

Coupe is Australia’s cheapest sports car, the 1.6-litre turbo priced from $35,840, 

with the flagship 1.6-litre turbo Premium reviewed here priced from $39,380, 

all plus the usual on-road costs. 

For Gen II, the Veloster has been treated to a redesign of both the exterior and 

interior, there are upgraded powertrains, a new multi-link rear suspension (Oz 

tuned, of course), tweaks made to other mechanical components, Hyundai’s 

SmartSense suite of safety features is now standard across the range, plus there 

are added standard features. 

While retaining the same basic body shape, the 2020 Veloster is easily 

identified thanks to its new low-to-the-ground looks which include Hyundai’s 

signature cascading grille, new headlight assembly, sporty front splitter and side 



intakes, new five-spoke 18-inch alloy wheel design, new taillight treatment, and 

sporty rear diffuser with, in 1.6T trim, twin exhausts. 

While the Veloster’s silhouette is unmistakable, it does look very much 

different from front on and from the rear. 

This second-generation Veloster is available in three trim levels, the entry 

model coming with an all-new 2-litre 110kW/180Nm Atkinson cycle four-

cylinder petrol engine, while the Turbo and Turbo Premium are fitted with an 

updated 150kW/265Nm 1.6-litre T-GDI turbo four cylinder petrol engine. 

They drive the front wheels via a six-speed manual, six-speed automatic or 

seven-speed Dual-Clutch Transmission (DCT). 

Our Turbo Premium was fitted with the latter, and what a great unit it is. 

For every Veloster, Hyundai’s now-standard SmartSense incorporates Driver 

Attention Warning, Forward Collision Warning, Forward Collision-Avoidance 

Assist, and Lane Keeping Assist systems. 

Turbo variants add Blind Spot Collision Warning, High Beam Assist, Rear 

Cross Traffic Alert, and smart cruise control. 

Standard connectivity includes Bluetooth, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, 

you also get LED daytime running lights, rear parking sensors, a rear view 

camera with dynamic guidelines, and a tyre pressure monitoring system. 

Veloster Turbo adds a larger 8-inch touchscreen multimedia unit with satellite 

navigation and DAB+ digital radio, while the Turbo Premium, which replaces 

the SR Turbo, adds leather seat trim with coloured insets, a power driver’s seat, 

heated and ventilated front seats, heated steering wheel, a wireless (Qi standard) 

charging pad, full-width glass sunroof, and Head-Up Display. 

So, I was very well catered for, with my drive along the Hume Freeway 

comfortable, reasonably quiet, and entertaining, the latter courtesy of an eight-

speaker Infinity premium audio system with external amplifier. 

Also available was Bluetooth audio streaming, and USB/AUX audio input with 

iPod compatibility if I had brought along my own music. 

Which I had.  



But for most of the time travel was done with no radio and no music, enjoying 

instead the muted growl of the twin exhaust system when accelerating to 

overtake.  

Also at my disposal was keyless entry, auto wipers and auto LED headlights 

(low beam only, projector for high beam), push button start, climate control air-

con, electric windows and fold-away rear view mirrors, a self-dimming interior 

mirror, a fully-adjustable steering column, a traditional handbrake, alloy foot 

pedals, and a legible set of instruments with driver information display. 

For the sports minded, the multi-media system houses a set of performance 

gauges indicating turbo pressure, G-Force and Torque. 

My Veloster Premium was powered by Hyundai’s familiar 1.6-litre turbo-petrol 

four cylinder engine, which happily consumes 91RON, produces a healthy 

150kW of power at 6000rpm and 265Nm of torque which is available from 

1500rpm to 4500rpm. 

An over-boost function allows peak torque to temporarily reach up to 275Nm 

(between 2000 and 4000rpm) during full throttle acceleration.  

Power is transmitted to the front wheels via that smooth and responsive seven-

speed DCT and the powertrain has a Drive Mode button which allows the driver 

to select Normal, Sport, Eco, or Smart settings. 

For the most part I left it in Normal, but not on the Ovens Goldfields drive loop 

which has more than enough hills, bends, curves, hairpins, and sweepers to 

select Sport mode and leave it there. 

For the real fun bits, I moved the stubby lever to manual mode and ran up and 

down the indirects using the steering wheel paddle shifters. 

Did I mention the Veloster is a fun sports car to drive? 

Well it is, as well as being playful and chuckable, the latter thanks to the new 

lightweight independent multi-link rear suspension, the standard Torque 

Vectoring Control system, the meaty four-wheel disc brakes, well-weighted and 

quick steering, and sticky Michelin 225/40ZR18 Pilot Sport tyres. 

This great bit of driver’s road is a ripper, and as well as featuring all of the 

aforementioned terrain, it adds scenery, and spectacular scenery at that, 

especially at this time of year where there are numerous opportunities along the 

route to stop and take in the majestic snow-covered peaks of the Victorian 

Alpine Region. 



  

 

The loop starts and finishes in the Victorian border city of Wodonga, travels 

through the Leneva Valley to Beechworth, visits another former gold-mining 

town, Stanley, then heads south to join the Yackandandah-Myrtleford Road at 

Mudgegonga. 

 

It then turns left, travels through the farming-community of Bruarong to 

Yackandandah, then twists and turns its way to Kiewa-Tangambalanga before 

joining the Murray Valley Highway at Huon, a former railway siding located on 

the western shore of Lake Hume. 

 

The highway follows the shoreline, and the High Country Rail Trail, to Bonegilla 

where you have the choice of continuing on to Wodonga, or turning north to Lake 

Hume village to check out the Hume Dam, then follow the Riverina Highway to 

the city of Albury. 

 

Wodonga is a five kilometre drive from Albury. 

 

Both Beechworth and Yackandandah have a lot to offer the visitor in terms of 

history, shopping, cafes, hotels, bakeries, museums etc, so allow a half day at 

least to properly discover each town. 

 

The Wodonga-Wodonga loop is 153-kilometres. 

 

Add an extra 30-kilometres if you include Hume Dam and Albury. 

 

The Wodonga-Beechworth Road is hilly and windy, but is a B-road, therefore in 

good condition. 

 

The road from Beechworth to Stanley is narrow and twisty, and the downhill 

drive from Stanley to Mudgegonga is also twisty and not caravan friendly. 

 

The rest of the route is mainly through undulating countryside. 
 

The Veloster Turbo Premium took it all in its stride, zipping through corners and 

around bends in style, the Aussie-tuned suspension doing its all in keeping the 

car planted to the tarmac and absorbing most of the bumps and thumps well before 

they could be transferred to the cabin. 

 



Around town the 1.6-litre turbo engine is a nice unit to drive behind, with that 

265Nm of torque available early in the rev band to provide a generous shove from 

the traffic lights or for when an opening appears in congested traffic ahead. 

 

It provides quick acceleration and smooth driving and returns respectable 

consumption figures even when driving with plenty of verve. 

 

Hyundai claims 6.9 litres per 100 kilometres on the combined cycle. 

 

After a week’s city, suburban, highway and rural driving I returned a remarkable 

6.1L/100km. 

 

While the Veloster is more at home doing what sports cars are best at doing, it is 

not a bad vehicle to drive in crowded city streets or in suburbia. 

 

Yes, it is low to the ground and there is only 141mm of ground clearance, so 

speed humps and abrupt kerb inverts need to be treated with respect. 

 

There are no front park sensors, but the car has short overhangs, a crystal clear 

rear view camera, a 10.6-metre turning circle and, believe it or not, fairly good 

all-round vision, so parking or wheeling around in narrow streets is not an issue. 

 

The Veloster’s roomy, cosy and comfortable interior, with its well-bolstered 

semi-sports seats, is a nice place to reside and for those touring the region, or even 

following our route around the Ovens Goldfields District, and wanting to stay a 

while and take in the history and scenery, there are plenty of places stay and relax. 

 

These include historic hotels, modern motels, quaint B&Bs, caravan park cabins, 

farm stays and other holiday lets. 

 

Both Beechworth and Yackandandah pride themselves in their guest 

accommodation, but if you are contemplating a visit, I would suggest you book 

well in advance. 

 

The towns are also noted for their bakeries (read Beechworth Bakery) and pie 

shops (read Gum Tree Pies), plus there are any number of cafes, takeaways, and 

restaurants, and cellar door restaurants at the many cool climate wineries 

scattered around the area. 

 

Like the welcoming rural accommodation on offer so, to, is the Veloster’s 

restrained, but clever, interior which is nicely presented but is let down by a lot 

of hard plastics. 

 



The third door may not make sense to some, but it is a smart and practical way of 

getting people seated on the rear pew, even if the person sitting on the right hand 

side needs to ease him or her self over the centre cupholder/oddments tray to do 

so. 

 

They could enter via the extra long driver’s door, but I found it easier sliding in 

from the left. 

 
  

While front seat head and leg room are ample, the rear two seats are cramped, 

with not much leg room and tall people will find their head rubbing the roof 

lining owing to the low roofline. 

 

The deep but narrow boot is good for 303-litres of luggage which can be 

expanded on by dropping the 60:40 rear seat backs down. 

 

There are four tie-down hooks, a luggage net, and a hard privacy cover, while 

under the floor resides a temporary spare wheel. 

 

Other storage options include a deep glove box, door pockets with bottle 

holders, four cupholders, a central lidded bin, and several oddments trays. 

 

Rear seat passengers do not have their own air vents or any connectivity points, 

but there are rear seat ISOFIX mounts and top tether anchor points. 

 

The Australian market is not flush with affordable sports cars and this is where 

the Veloster fills a niche. 

 

For those looking for an affordable, quirky, stylish hatch with good tech, safety 

and practicality, reasonable performance and great handling, the Hyundai 

Veloster - in any trim level - is worth a look. 

 

The Turbo variants are a driver’s delight, the Turbo Premium dishing up all the 

goodies for those wanting their Veloster ‘with the lot’. 

 

If you want manual you can have manual. If you do not like rowing gears, then 

the seven-speed DCT will not disappoint. 

 

This is a sports car like no other, one that captures the spirit of fun while 

standing out with its signature three-door hatchback style. 

 

I enjoyed my week with the Turbo Premium. 

 



It was a real blast. 
 

And was it worth the long wait? 

 

You betcha! 

 

 
Review vehicle courtesy: Hyundai Australia 

 

Price: Hyundai Veloster Coupe turbo, $39,380 plus on-road costs 

 

Engine: 1.6-litre T-GDi, four-cylinder, turbo petrol 

 

Power: 150kW at 6000rpm 

 

Torque: 265Nm at 1500-4500rpm  

 

Transmission: Seven-speed DCT automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 6.1L/100km 91RON  

 

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

 

Towing capacity: N/A 

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HYUNDAI 

DEALERSHIPS 

 

 



Albury-Wodonga – Baker Hyundai, 44 High Street, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6046 9100 

 

Shepparton – Shepparton Hyundai, 80 Benalla Road, Phone: (03) 5849 1200 

 

Wagga – Wagga Motors Hyundai, 32 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6910 3000  

 

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Hyundai, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5922 0000 

 


