
Corowa is sport plus capital 

 

NORTH East Victoria and the Southern Riverina region of New South Wales is 

called Australia’s premier inland playground for a reason. 

It is because it is just that, one big open playing field that hosts every sport 

known to man, woman and child, with plenty of other recreational pursuits 

thrown in for good measure. 

No matter what the season, or the reason, or what the weather is for that matter, 

locals young and old come out to play every day of the week and any vehicle 

with the word Sport in its badging is most welcome. 

Our review Gravity Blue Kia Cerato hatch auto took that one step further by 

adding a plus sign - Sport+ - which added $3050 worth of extra goodies, 

including a safety pack, than the already impressive array you get in the Cerato 

Sport. 

Talk about one upmanship! 

Premium paint costs $520, which gave our very interesting package a sticker 

price of $29,360. 

Cerato sedan and hatch have been the Korean brand’s top sellers here in the 

small passenger segment thanks their sharp pricing, high equipment and safety 

tech, plus Kia’s industry-leading seven-year factory warranty. 

You really can’t go wrong. 

Both body configurations are available in 2-litre S, Si, Sport and Sport+ trim, 

with the S coming standard with a six-speed manual transmission. 

For those looking for something a little more – make that a lot more – exciting, 

there is the 1.6-litre GT Turbo sedan or 1.6-litre GT Turbo hatch. 

This picturesque corner of the country is a veritable playground – and 

sportsground – for indoor and outdoor enthusiasts, plus there are the added 

attractions of stunning countryside, sumptuous food and wine, and history. 

Lots of history. 

Oh. And great drivers’ roads. 

No matter what you are into recreational wise, the Cerato Sport+ hatch is a great 

vehicle to get around the region, especially when you have just as much to keep 

you entertained inside the vehicle as outside. 



All Cerato models come with AEB (autonomous emergency braking) with 

forward collision warning, an 8-inch touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto, DAB+ digital radio, lane-keep assist, front and rear parking 

sensors, a rear-view camera with dynamic guidelines, tyre pressure monitoring, 

and six airbags. 

The Sport variants adds 17-inch alloy wheels, satellite navigation with SUNA 

traffic updates, leather-look steering wheel and gear lever, and sports front 

seats, but when you step up to the Sport+ you are further blessed with adaptive 

cruise control, leather seats, dual-zone climate control with rear air vents, 

keyless entry and push-button start, electric folding mirrors, LED daytime-

running lights, and an upgraded AEB system with pedestrian and cyclist 

detection. 

Apart from premium paint, the only other option available on the Sport+ is 

'Safety Pack 2', which adds blind-spot monitoring and rear cross-traffic alert for 

$500. 

Sport and Sport+ monikers are pushing the envelope as they are powered by the 

same 112kW/192Nm 2-litre MPI four-cylinder engine used in the S and Si. 

The 1.6 GT turbo variants are the go-to model if you want Sport with a capital 

‘S’. 

That doesn’t mean the 2-litre engine is dull and lifeless. 

Far from it. 

But what's Australia’s premier inland playground got to do with the Cerato 

Sport+ we are reviewing this week?  

Plenty. 

We wanted to find out just how many sports are played in the region as, because 

of its geographical location - half being in NSW and half in Victoria - sporting 

codes from both states are played here, namely Australian Rules Football, 

Rugby League, and Rugby Union. 

Then there is every other sport, from A for archery to Y for yachting, and while 

touring around the region in a motor vehicle is not a sport (some may disagree), 

it is recreational and can be a lot of fun considering the many interesting drives 

on offer. 



Every city and town have major sporting facilities, or at least a recreational 

reserve, while almost every village has some sort of all-purpose sports ground, 

but after doing a bit of pre-review drive research, we discovered that the New 

South Wales river town of Corowa and its Victorian neighbour, Wahgunyah, 

boasted one of the largest and most varied of sports played in any one town. 

The Cerato Sport+ hatch was not only just the right transport for a visit to these 

twin river towns to check on their sporting facilities, but also for a drive into the 

Southern Riverina to visit a couple of small rural towns to see how they are 

faring with the current drought. 

Simply put. Not good. 

Even buying one cup of coffee and a muffin in a local cafe in a small rural town 

is helping to support farming communities hurting from this ongoing 

phenomenon.  

With the latest Cerato, Kia has massaged and refined, and added the latest tech, 

convenience and safety without radically changing the style of a small 

sedan/hatch that was already a very smart looker.   

This third-generation Cerato is not that far removed from the previous outing, 

being 80mm longer and 5mm higher, but sitting on the same 2700mm 

wheelbase.   

Its longer front and rear overhangs add further emphasis to its sports sedan 

styling cues which are a direct take from the Kia Stinger fastback.   

It looks good. Real good. Almost a mini-me Stinger!   

This latest Cerato boasts a stronger, more rigid body shell for greater safety and 

refinement and Kia has taken the opportunity to refine the model line-up of its 

top-selling Australian model by dropping the Si and SLi variants and replacing 

them with the better-equipped Sport and Sport+ grades.  

After collecting our Cerato Sport+ from its north-western Melbourne suburb of 

Keilor Park digs, it was a three-and-a-half-hour, 305-kilometre drive along the 

Hume Freeway to our home base of Albury-Wodonga, arriving just as refreshed 

as when we first lowered ourselves into its comfy front seats.   

Our only complaint was the noise entering the cabin generated by its 17-inch 

Kumho Ecsta tyres when travelling across sections of coarse-chip bitumen, this 

despite measures by Kia engineers to enhance the Cerato's NVH performance.  



  

Along the way we had plenty of standard gear to play with and to keep us 

entertained.  

Instead of tackling our usual 153-kilometre drive loop through the Ovens 

Goldfields District of North-East Victoria, we opted for the drive into the 

Southern Riverina, following the Murray River downstream of Albury-

Wodonga, through the satellite town of Howlong, to Corowa. 

The roads around this corner of the region are flat to undulating, with the 

Cerato's carry-over 2-litre engine coping easily with the terrain, with the six-

speed auto's well-chosen ratios quick to keep everything on the boil.   

Acceleration was nothing to write home about, and engine noise was quieter 

than before, although it is still an issue.   

For those fun bits we had the option to play with Kia's Drive Mode Select 

system of Sport, Eco and Comfort, the latter ideal for everyday use.   

Sport mode allowed for quicker engine response and for gears to hold on longer, 

both under hard acceleration and when we hit the steeper stuff.   

It also weighted up the steering for when hustling through the windy bits.   

Kia claims a combined fuel consumption of 7.4 litres per 100 kilometres for the 

automatic, and after a week of driving we returned a respectable 7.8L/100km.   

Cerato's stiffer body, plus significant tweaks made to its steering, brakes and 

suspension, has resulted in a more responsive, engaging, and refined driving 

experience which shone on the windy back roads around the winery region of 

Rutherglen.   

This is due mainly to the 'localising' of the suspension set-up by Kia Australia 

engineers, resulting in a firmer low-speed ride from the MacPherson strut 

front/torsion beam rear suspension that softened as the car's speed increased.  

 It also coped well across a couple of gravel sections we encountered, where 

most bumps, thumps and corrugation chatter were absorbed well before most of 

it could be transmitted to the cabin.  

There was little to no body roll, the electric power steering was surprisingly 

pinpoint accurate and delivered a nicer, more connected feel, and the car's 

brakes were very strong.  



And just what sport and recreation do the good people of Corowa/Wahgunyah 

partake? 

Lots, as it turned out, and more than we expected. 

The scenic river town has produced a who’s who of sporting identities over the 

years, including 1880’s test cricketer Joey Palmer, Australian Rules Football 

players Nigel Lappin, John Longmire (now coach of the Sydney Swans) and 

Ben Mathews, hockey player Stephen Mowlam, and tennis player Sam Groth. 

Corowa Golf course has been voted by the PGA as one of the top three 

Regional Pro Am courses in the country, while the Corowa Bowling Club was 

used to film scenes for the 2002 film Crackerjack. 

The town also boasts a racecourse, plus rowing, netball, rugby league, 

swimming, basketball, indoor bowls, pony and swimming clubs. 

Across the river in Wahgunyah is a speedway track, while recreational sports 

include cycling, boating, fishing and water skiing. 

And Corowa hosts the annual Australian Billy Cart Championships. 

Not bad for a small town whose history dates to the 1840s and which was the 

site for a political meeting in 1893 to discuss a proposed federation of the 

Australian colonies.  

Gobsmacked as to the sporting and recreational facilities available to townsfolk, 

it was back to the twin cities of Albury-Wodonga and the hustle and bustle of 

city and suburban traffic. 

The decently-sized Cerato was a gem, being easy to park and to wheel around 

crowded shopping centre car parks.  

 The airy cabin offered good, all-round vision, while parking was made easy 

courtesy of the standard rear-view camera with dynamic guidelines, front and 

rear parking sensors, and large exterior rear-view mirrors.   

Our Cerato Sport+'s roomy, contemporary cabin, boasted an upmarket feel 

thanks to its leather trim and more soft-touch padding, and a number of design 

cues, again lifted from the Stinger, including the outboard front circular air 

vents on the dash.  

Nice touches included push-button start, front seat warmers, electric-folding 

external rear-view mirrors, a self-dipping interior rear-view mirror, and a 



'floating', tablet-like 8-inch multi-media screen now mounted 68mm higher atop 

a wider dashboard.    

The touch screen system featured Apple CarPlay and Android Auto integration, 

there was a quality-sounding six-speaker sound system and sat-nav with SUNA 

live traffic updates and 10-year Mapcare.   

As with Stinger, the instruments were big and legible, we had a digital 

speedometer, readouts for fuel consumption, distance to empty etc, auto 

headlights, and minimal switchgear.   

The Sport+ is the only grade to offer rear air vents for the auto climate control.   

We also got two USB ports (a quick charge one in the lidded centre bin between 

the front seats), and a 12-volt and AUX outlet, two front cup holders, bottle 

holders for all four doors, oddments bins and a roomy glove box, an overhead 

sunglasses holder, and a pull-down central rear armrest with another two cup 

holders.    

The additional height of the body has resulted in an extra 4mm of headroom, 

while both front and rear passengers also enjoy additional legroom courtesy of 

the slightly longer body.  

Rear seat ISOFIX mounts are standard fitment. 

Cerato features new, stronger seat frames, which provide a more comfortable 

seating position, with increased lumbar support and denser seat foam for more 

comfy long-distance travel, while the fully-adjustable, multi-function steering 

wheel made it easy to dial up a near-perfect driving position.  

One of Cerato's big plusses is that its boot has grown from 482 litres to 502 

litres, making it not only the largest in its class, but allowing us to load even 

more stall-bought goodies from our weekly visit to the Albury-Wodonga 

Farmers’ Market.   

And if that is not enough, there is the option of folding the 60:40 split-fold rear 

seat backs down to create a completely flat floor if you want to get something 

bulky or long into the vehicle.   

Pity about the temporary steel spare wheel though.  

They just don't cut it in rural areas. 



We have been Cerato fans since day one and this third generation borders on 

brilliant.  

A livelier engine would add a bit more excitement to the whole driving 

experience, but the one it is saddled with still does a darn good job.  

Temporary spare and lack of LED headlights aside, there was nothing to dislike 

about this latest outing.  

Just like the apples we bought at the farmers' market, the Cerato Sport+ was 

also crisp and deliciously crunchy.  

If you are looking for something to do, or somewhere to go, this weekend - or 

any weekend for that matter - grab a shopping bag and head to a farmers' market 

near you or, if you are the sports-minded type, head to Corowa and choose your 

thrill. 

As for Cerato ownership, it continues as leader of the pack thanks to Kia's 

industry-leading seven-year/unlimited-kilometre warranty with seven years of 

capped-price servicing and roadside assistance. 

Scheduled maintenance is required every 12 months or 15,000km, whichever 

comes first.  

Seven visits to the workshop will set you back $275, $469, $339, $623, $309, 

$596 and $328 respectively, making for a total of $2939 for seven years or 

105,000 kilometres. 

 

Price: Kia Cerato 2-litre Sport+ auto hatch, $28,840 plus on road costs   

Engine: 2-litre, DOHC, MPI, four-cylinder petrol  

Power: 112kW at 6200rpm 

Torque: 192Nm at 4000rpm 

Transmission: Six-speed automatic. Front-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 7.8L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres  

Towing capacity: 1200kg braked 



Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Kia dealerships 

Albury-Wodonga - McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton - Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666   

Wagga - Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688   

Wangaratta - Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5721 4428 
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