
Has the ASX 

Exceeded its stay? 

 

‘EXCEED your customer expectations. 

‘If you do, they’ll come back over and over. 

‘Give them what they want – and a little more’.  

- Samuel Moore Walton, US businessman and entrepreneur and founder of 

Walmart. 

Sam Walton delivered many memorable quotes, but this one sums up exactly 

what Mitsubishi has delivered since 2010 with its subcompact crossover SUV, 

the ASX. 

An abbreviation of Active Sports Crossover, the Mitsubishi ASX never ceases 

to amaze the automotive experts who were ready to write it off years ago. 

But year after year it thumbed its nose, reinventing itself and staying at the top 

of its segment tree despite a rash of newer, smarter models trying to knock it 

off. 

Ten years at the top - or at least in the top three - on the small SUV sales ladder 

is testament to Mitsubishi’s belief that ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’. 

Right? 

The ASX has exceeded all expectations and for a vehicle that can still ‘top the 

pops’ a decade on is indeed exceptional. 

Based on the now-defunct Lancer, the ASX looked little changed up to last year 

- inside and out - yet it sold, and it sold, and it sold. 

Mitsubishi got the recipe right from day one, even though the vehicle lacked 

any sort of performance sparkle.  

Exceed Mitsubishi has and it just so happens that an ASX variant is badged just 

that - Exceed - the others being - in rising order - ES, ES ADAS, MR, LS, and 

GSR. 

The ASX is priced from $23,990 for the entry 2.0 ES, climbing to $32,990 for 

the as-reviewed, flagship, 2.4 Exceed, plus the usual on-road costs. 

For 2020, the now thrice-facelifted ASX has undergone its biggest change yet. 

It looks great. Muscular, even. 



We love the new front mask and the taillight changes which are more than 

enough to stand it apart from the superseded model. 

But is a fresh face, a new engine and extra tech enough to keep this popular and 

ageing small SUV relevant heading into the 2020s? 

To find out, we mapped out a drive program which included a few days doing 

what the ASX has done best for a decade – scampering about city and suburb – 

plus taking it on a country jaunt not over our usual 153-kilometre Ovens 

Goldfields District drive loop, but a different, much flatter loop, this time 

crossing the border into the Southern Riverina region of New South Wales. 

Our route was to take us north of Albury-Wodonga to the satellite town of 

Jindera, the sleepy farming communities of Burrumbuttock and Brocklesby, and 

to another Albury-Wodonga satellite town located west of the twin cities on the 

NSW side of the Murray River. 

This town is Howlong which sits halfway between Albury and the historic 

federation town of Corowa. 

It is easy to see why the ASX is such a popular little runabout SUV, as it is easy 

to drive, it is easy to manoeuvre, and it is uncomplicated. 

Yes, its interior is now old hat (very old hat, in fact) and its performance, 

handling, comfort, ride and NVH levels are a whisker better than average, but it 

is still a good little jigger to scamper about town in and, with the 2.4-litre petrol 

engine which now comes standard in the Exceed, its long haul highway running 

has been improved out of sight. 

The ASX is one of those vehicles which defies logic, yet 1351 people bought 

one in February, 201 more than the Hyundai Kona which came in second for the 

month. 

The run along the Hume Freeway in our sunshine orange (colour at no extra 

cost) ASX Exceed from its digs in the north-west Melbourne suburb of Keilor 

Park north-east to Albury-Wodonga, was fuss free, but noisy, the bigger 

225/55R18 Bridgestone tyres mounted to two-tone alloys delivering more road 

noise to the interior. 

Road noise aside, there was little else to complain about during the three-and-a-

half hour, 305-kilometre drive. 

For a small tourer it did well enough. 

Making the drive that little easier was the bigger bore engine which offered a 

more relaxed 123kW/222Nm as against the 2-litre’s 110kW/197Nm. 



That engine comes standard in the ES, MR and LS variants. 

The extra mid-range punch came in handy during suburban driving and when 

overtaking, while the additional torque made things a tad easier when driving in 

the hilly bits. 

The 2.4-litre was mated to a smooth but relaxed CVT auto transmission which 

delivered power to the front wheels and which helped the engine to a modest 

thirst of 7.7-litres per 100-kilometres. 

A larger 8-inch infotainment touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 

added a touch of class to an otherwise drab and dreary dash which sees the 

retention of the underwhelming dials and graphics of before, with no digital 

speedo and a small button near the instrument binnacle to scroll through the 

small driver info screen. 

We were happy enough with seating comfort and support (the driver’s seat had 

electric adjustment) and the ASX is still a good little run-about to see out of, 

despite its age. 

Exceed niceties included push button start, leather seating, a panoramic sunroof, 

cruise control, rear parking sensors, heated front seats, LED auto headlights and 

auto wipers, a rear view camera, self-dipping interior rear view mirror, climate 

control air conditioning, a fully-adjustable steering wheel with remotes, the 18-

inch alloy wheels, a nine-speaker, Rockford Fosgate premium sound system, 

roof rails, and LED daytime running, head and taillights. 

Mitsubishi’s MiTEC safety features include forward collision mitigation, active 

stability control and active traction control, hill start assist, blind spot warning 

and lane change assist, rear cross traffic alert and lane departure warning. 

After a few days of driving around Albury-Wodonga, which included numerous 

visits to shopping centre and supermarket carparks where the ASX’s compact 

dimensions and tight 10.6-metre turning circle gave it the edge, time was nigh 

to take it out of its comfort zone and head north into the southern end of the 

Southern Riverina region of New South Wales. 

In other words, a hop, skip and jump across the border from Victoria to the 

furthermost town on our proposed drive loop; Brocklesby, 56 kilometres north 

west of Albury. 

Between the Albury suburb of Lavington and the township of Jindera which 

was first settled by Lutheran pioneers from South Australia in 1868, is the 

Jindera Gap, a windy, hilly section of road cut through the Black Range. 



The ASX did not struggle ‘up the gap’, the droning CVT able to keep 

everything on the boil. 

Jindera, which is 16-kilometres from Albury, has been transformed from being 

a small, mainly farming community village, to a bustling rural town now home 

to those either not wanting to live in the twin cities, or those looking for a semi-

rural lifestyle yet still be in close proximity to everything Albury-Wodonga has 

to offer. 

Apart from its new housing and industrial estates, the town boasts an excellent 

museum, memorial hall, comprehensive sporting complex, and a busy, has-it-all 

shopping centre. 

Urana Road continues through the town to the village of Burrumbuttock, home 

of the Burrumbuttock Hay Runners who, under the guidance of Brendan 

‘Bumper’ Farrell, has delivered hundreds of truckloads of hay to drought-

affected farmers locally and to far-flung locations in New South Wales and 

Queensland. 

A general store, a hotel, a memorial hall, a school, a scattering of houses, a 

sporting complex and the Wirraminna Environmental Education Centre sums up 

this small village.  

The drive to date?  

Still not bad considering the virtually flat Urana Road is a C road. 

The road connecting Burrumbuttock to Brocklesby is a different kettle of fish. 

It is a typical narrow country road, sealed but undulating with sharp edges you 

are well advised to steer clear of. 

And speaking of steering! 

The ASX’s steering was too light, lifeless and unconnected for our liking and 

the basic MacPherson strut front/multi-link rear suspension really stumbled on 

this undulating road which, for some of the way, follows the now disused 

Culcairn to Corowa railway line. 

The suspension failed to play catch up with the numerous bumps, thumps and 

crashes, transmitting most to the cabin, to the displeasure of those on board. 

The ride was unsettled and there was little cornering finesse through the windy 

bits, showing that age has indeed wearied the ASX. 



Brocklesby village was once a main railway siding for the transportation of 

wheat, and the grain silos which once spewed their contents into rail trucks still 

stand, only now disgorging into road transport. 

As small as the village is it boasts a rich history, the most notable being the 

emergency landing of two twin-engine Avro Anson training planes which 

collided overhead on September 29, 1940 and became entangled with one plane 

sitting on top of the other.  

The two crew members of the lower plane parachuted to safety while Leading 

Aircraftsman Leonard Fuller, the pilot of the top plane, undertook a daring and 

heroic flight of eight kilometres before belly landing the two planes single-

handed in a paddock four kilometres from the town.  

Tom Roberts painted his celebrated masterpiece ‘Shearing the Rams’ at nearby 

Brocklesby Station, while former St Kilda AFL player Justin Koschitzke hails 

from the village that boasts a public school, a general store (now closed), a 

community hotel (also closed), and Blacksmith’s Park which features a display 

of the Avro Anson accident. 

Burrumbuttock and Brocklesby may be just dots on a map, but one town is and 

the other soon will be etched into Australian folklore, for the aeroplane crash 

landing and the hay runners.  

Less of a challenge for the ASX’s drivetrain and running gear was the drive 

along the Walbundrie-Howlong Road to Howlong, another bustling border town 

that, like Jindera, thrives off a population wanting a semi-rural lifestyle. 

The ASX returned to its relaxed state once back to familiar surrounds where it 

pottered around with little drama, its small footprint, 205mm of ground 

clearance and short front and rear overhangs giving it plenty of suburban SUV 

ability. 

Interior design and refinement borders on boring, thanks to acres of hard plastic, 

an archaic dashboard and centre console, but what ASX does have going for it 

is good head and shoulder room, good front seat legroom, and reasonable rear 

seat legroom. 

Rear seat occupants do not get door pockets/bottle holders, rear air vents or any 

sort of connectivity, but there is a fold-down centre armrest with cupholders, 

and outboard ISOFIX mounts. 

The only rear storage was a pocket on the back of the front passenger seat. 



Other storage was contained to a deep glovebox, front door map pockets with 

bottle holders, a lidded bin between the front seats, and a small tray ahead of the 

gear lever. 

Connectivity included two USB ports and a 12-volt outlet, all located beneath 

the front console. 

Around back a shallow cargo hold can, with the 60:40 split rear seats folded, 

swallow 1143-litres, or 393-litres with the seats upright. 

There is a standard cargo cover and four tie-down hooks but, alas, the spare is 

of the temporary type. 

Despite its myriad shortcomings, the ASX is still clearly loved. 

It, like all Mitsubishis, enjoys a hard-earned reputation for reliability, durability 

and good resale, plus it enjoys a long warranty and is relatively cheap to own 

and operate. 

This latest outing may look the goods, but it remains uninspiring to drive, which 

is more the pity. 

Is there still life left in the lovable ASX? 

Can Mitsubishi wave one more magic wand over it or, like the car it is based on, 

slip quietly into motoring folklore? 

Only time will tell. 

 

Distance: Albury-Wodonga to Brocklesby via Jindera and Burrumbuttock along 

Urana Road – 53-kilometres  

Travel time: 45 minutes  

   

 

Price: Mitsubishi ASX 2.4L Exceed CVT $32,990 plus on-road costs   

Engine: 2.4-litre, four cylinder, naturally-aspirated petrol  

Power: 123kW at 6000rpm   

Torque: 222Nm at 4100rpm  

Transmission: CVT. Front-wheel-drive   

Fuel consumption: 7.7L/100km 91RON  



Fuel tank capacity: 63 litres  

Towing capacity: 1300kg braked   

Warranty: 5 years/100,000 kilometres  

 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Mitsubishi dealerships  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Mitsubishi, 490-494 Young Street, Albury, Phone: 

(02) 6041 8400  

Lockhart – Smiths Motor Garage, 58-60 Green Street, Phone: (02) 6920 5556  

Shepparton – Shepparton Mitsubishi, 76-80 Benalla Street, Phone: (03) 58231 

0555   

Wagga – Thomas Bros Mitsubishi, 65 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0590  

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Mitsubishi, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000   

  

 


