
In accord with nature 

 

WHERE better to enjoy the stunning scenery of the lush Kiewa Valley in 

North-East Victoria than through the panoramic windscreen and from the 

lounge chair comfort of a 10th generation Honda Accord. 

 

Available in two variants, VTi-LX petrol and VTi-LX Hybrid, the Accord 

competes in the slow-selling medium passenger segment and Honda expects to 

find new homes for less than 200 this year. 

 

But, like its competitors, it is in there fighting and offering buyers an alternative 

to the all-consuming SUVs and light trucks. 

 

For us at thecountrydriver.com, it is a breath of fresh air to every so often be 

able to step out of one and into a proper sedan. 

 

There is no Accord wagon these days (the last Accord wagon was in 1997) and 

even though this latest outing debuted in 2018, it brings a fresh, clean, mean 

look to its market segment thanks to its coupe-like, Audi-esque, silhouette. 

 

And that silhouette blended nicely with our surrounds as we toured south down 

one side of the Kiewa Valley in a VTi-LX Hybrid Accord, returning along the 

other. 

 

Like the nearby King Valley and the Ovens Valley, the Kiewa Valley also has a 

river running its entire length.  

  

The Kiewa River rises high up on the slopes around Victoria's highest 

mountain, Mount Bogong at 1986 metres, before spilling into the Murray River 

at Wodonga.  

  



The upper reaches of the valley start at the former State Electricity township of 

Mount Beauty, gateway to the Bogong High Plains and the popular snowfields 

of Falls Creek resort.  

  

Within the valley are the townships of Tawonga South, Tawonga, Dederang, 

Tangambalanga, and the Wodonga satellite town of Baranduda.  

  

Villages include Kiewa, Kergunyah, and Gundowring.  

  

The Kiewa Valley Highway is located adjacent to much of the course of the 

river, along whose banks are many dairy farms which are the life blood of the 

valley.  

  

Our outward journey was not via the highway, but along the 

Gundowring/Mullagong/Redbank/Mongans Roads which connects with the 

highway a few kilometres north of Tawonga.  

  

What a stunning drive as when you are travelling south you look directly down 

the Kiewa Valley towards the Victorian High Country, with snow-covered 

Mount Bogong standing sentinel above this very picturesque valley. 

 

The Accord nameplate has been with us since 1976, with two Accord Euro 

generations causing some confusion from 2003 to 2015. 

 

The Accord Euro was built specifically for the European market as a sportier 

more youthful alternative to the model built in America. 

 

We got to savour both but now the choice is down to an Accord petrol or an 

Accord Hybrid, both of which are built in the US. 

 



The 1.5 VTi-LX is priced from $47,990, the 2-litre VTi-LX Hybrid from 

$50,490, the two differing in drivetrain only plus the odd bit of garnish for the 

avid marque spotter. 

 

Both are very well specified. 

 

Accord has had plenty of ups and downs during its lifespan but this latest outing 

shares almost nothing with the Accord it replaces, relying instead on what has 

made the latest Civic and CR-V popular choices in their respective market 

segments. 

 

New from the ground up, it shares their ‘Earth Dreams’ platform and 

suspension design, it has a longer wheelbase, is shorter, wider and lower, boasts 

a larger, more premium and tech-savvy interior, advanced connectivity and 

driver-assist technologies, and 25 per cent more boot space. 

 

And it reintroduces hybrid motoring to Honda, thanks to further development 

and refinement of Honda’s i-MMD powertrain. 

 

This 2-litre, 16-valve, DOHC, Atkinson cycle four cylinder engine is paired 

with two electric motors in the transmission to produce 158kW of power from 

5000-6000rpm, and maximum torque of 315Nm which is available from go to 

2000rpm. 

 

A more compact lithium-ion battery now resides beneath the rear seat. 

 

It is mated to what Honda calls an E-CVT, or electric continuously variable 

transmission which is smooth, swift and decisive, lacks the drone of a normal 

CVT, and comes with paddle shifters if you want to get playful in the fun bits. 

 

A huge windscreen, lower bonnet, roof pillars that are 20 per cent narrower, and 

deep side and rear window glass, afforded us a panoramic view of the valley, 



while the standard fixtures and features kept us more than amused and 

entertained all week. 

 

Accord’s interior is more than a step up from the previous car but still lacks the 

premium feel – and look – of some of its competitors. 

 

More attention has been given to the tactile and visual quality of dash and trim 

materials, seating firmness, comfort and support has been improved, and the 

driver’s seat now has 12-way power adjustment with the addition of height-

adjustable lumbar support. 

 

The front passenger seat also has electric forward, back and rake adjustment 

but, strangely, no adjustment for height, leaving you with the feeling that you 

are sitting on the floor. 

 

For the tech savvy there is an all-new HMI (Human Machine Interface) that 

includes a 7-inch digital driver’s display, and an 8-inch touch screen which 

supports Apple CarPlay and Android Auto and has a crystal clear rear view 

camera with around-view monitor. 

 

It also allows for quick connection of your smartphone to Bluetooth, satellite 

navigation is standard, the audio is first class, and there is easy access to a 

number of settings including a power flow display which shows where the 

power and electricity is being shuffled to. 

 

Other standard goodies included Honda’s left LaneWatch camera to check were 

cyclists and the near-side kerb is, remote engine start/stop, wireless device 

charging, an electric park brake, electric sunroof, LED head, tail and daytime 

running lights, front fog lamps, a head-up display, and five-spoke alloy wheels 

shod with Yokohama 235/45R18 tyres.  

 



Honda Sensing active safety features include Lane Departure Warning, Lane 

Keep Assist System, Collision Mitigation Braking System, and Adaptive Cruise 

Control with Low Speed Follow. 

 

And that was just for starters.  

  

The Accord’s dual-zone, digital climate control kept us toasty as the valley at 

this time of year is quite chilly given its proximity to the Victorian Alps.  

  

The picturesque valley is popular year round with tourists, whether they be 

headed for the snowfields or to Mount Beauty, a popular town noted for its 

cafes, bakery and picturesque caravan park, the latter situated on the banks of 

the Kiewa South River.  

  

From Mount Beauty you can head up to Bogong Village and the Clover Dam 

that holds back the waters of Lake Guy, and other dams associated with the 

Kiewa Hydroelectric Scheme which traps waters flowing from the Bogong High 

Plains.  

  

The McKay Creek and West Kiewa power stations are the major generating 

elements of the scheme which provides peak load to the Victorian electricity 

grid.  

  

Tawonga Huts, a series of huts and ruins, are located on the lower reaches of the 

West Kiewa River and are accessible by experienced hikers.  

  

The Bogong High Plains is a popular area for cross-country skiing through 

winter to the early spring months.  

  

Mount Beauty is popular with mountain bikers and paragliders.  

  



From Tawonga South you can drive up the Tawonga Gap to a lookout which 

gives uninterrupted views of the valley and Mount Bogong.  

  

The road also leads to the popular tourist mecca of Bright on the Great Alpine 

Road.  

  

The Gundowring to Tawonga road, which follows the Kiewa River, is on the 

east side of the valley, giving you a different perspective than if you were 

driving on the highway which runs parallel on the opposite side of the river.  

  

It is in very good condition for a C-grade rural road, although narrow in parts, 

and it pays to keep a sharp lookout for farm vehicles and, of course, herds of 

dairy cattle which cross the road here and there to get to dairy sheds.  

  

The Accord took the road in its stride, its MacPherson strut front/multilink rear 

suspension made for smooth going over most of the roads’ rough and smooth 

surfaces and ironing out the occasional corrugations, but sharper bumps and pot 

holes did manage to find their way into the cabin.  

  

When tossed into a series of bends and sweeping curves, the car behaved nicely 

enough, was eager to change direction, and remained relatively composed and 

sat flat.  

  

Unfortunately, the car’s electric steering lacked in terms of feel or feedback, 

especially at low speed, but its beefy all-round disc brakes and suite of driver 

aids helped when a bit of spirited driving was called for.  

  

The ride was smooth, comfortable, and quiet and the 2-litre hybrid engine and 

E-CVT were nice to drive behind and afforded solid straight-line performance.  

 

The four-cylinder hybrid powertrain was no slouch despite having to haul 

around 1591 kilograms, but at least it operated on a diet of 91RON and it 



sucked it from its 56-litre fuel tank at the rate of  just 6 litres per 100-kilometres 

over our week with the car.  

 

Honda claims a combined fuel consumption of 4.3L/100km. 

  

The Accord had plenty of get up and go from a standing start and it was also 

quick to accelerate into an opening in traffic with no hint of hesitation or 

transmission lag, the latter quick to respond, especially when Sport mode was 

selected and the paddle shifters were used to give the car a more aggressive feel.  

 

But that aggressive feel came with a downside, transmission flaring and noise. 

 

For the most part we let the transmission do its own thing. 

 

An EV button allows you to operate the car on its battery, but for short distances 

only. 

  

Crossing a fast-flowing Kiewa River not far from Ceccanti Kiewa Valley Wines 

at Mongans Bridge and cutting across to the Kiewa Valley Highway, we turned 

north and started our journey back to Albury-Wodonga, passing through the 

mainly dairy farming communities of Coral Bank, Running Creek, Dederang, 

Kergunyah and Kiewa.  

  

From Kiewa-Tangambalanga you can cut across to the Murray Valley Highway 

to the next valley, the equally pretty Mitta Valley which follows the course of 

the Mitta River to Mitta village.  

 

Close by is the Dartmouth Dam, or you can continue your journey along the 

Omeo Highway (weather permitting – read blocked by snow!) to Omeo, Swifts 

Creek, Bruthen, and Bairnsdale. 

  



The Accord’s quality interior was a nice place to reside as we cruised the lush 

valley, the driver’s, and front passenger’s seat supportive and offering heating 

and surprising levels of comfort, even on longer drives.  

 

Other niceties we got to enjoy were auto headlights, rain-sensing wipers, an 

auto dipping interior rear-view mirror, a voice-recognition system, a 10-speaker 

sound system, DAB radio, a fully-adjustable, multi-function steering wheel, and 

folding wing mirrors.  

  

With plenty of rural running kilometres under its belt, it was time to head back 

to Albury-Wodonga and to put the Accord through its paces in the cut and thrust 

of a major inland city, or cities in this case, as Albury-Wodonga are twin cities 

separated only by a river – the Murray River, which forms the border between 

the states of New South Wales and Victoria.  

  

The Accord is a mid-size prestige sedan that looks larger than it is.  

  

It is 4904mm long and 2137mm wide, stands just 1450mm, has a ground 

clearance of 131mm, and a turning circle of 11.4-metres. 

 

The Accord Hybrid is 87kg heavier than the petrol variant but the extra power 

and torque more than compensates. 

 

Add large external rear view mirrors, the around-view monitor, reversing 

camera and parking sensors to the mix, and the Accord is an easy car to 

manoeuvre along crowded city streets, down narrow alleyways, around 

shopping centre carparks, over speed humps (watch the low ground clearance), 

and to reverse park into a tight spot, thanks to Smart Parking Assist with rear 

collision mitigation braking which does all the hard work for you. 

  

For shopping or when going on holidays, the car’s wide and deep boot (there is 

a space saver spare wheel) will swallow 570 litres of whatever, further aided by 



fold-down rear seat backs with a ski port/centre armrest complete with 

cupholders.  

  

Rear seat leg and headroom was not bad for two, the central passenger had a 

transmission tunnel to straddle, but rear passengers did get their own air vents, 

and two USB ports. 

  

ISOFIX mounts were fitted to the outboard seating positions for child car seats, 

plus each door had a pocket/bottle holder.  

  

As far as oddments bins and cubby holders go there were not many, but the 

central lidded bin between the front seats was deep and included two USB and 

two AUX outlets.  

  

A large glove box and an overhead sunglasses holder were the only other 

storage options.  

  

We enjoyed our time with the Accord, whether freeway or country highway 

driving, or running daily errands in the cut and thrust of city and suburban 

traffic.  

  

It had more than enough power, good chassis dynamics and reflexes, a quiet and 

comfortable cabin, a nice set of instruments, excellent build quality, and that big 

boot. 

 

Yes, the gloss has gone off the passenger sedan, especially the medium sized. 

 

If you are shopping the segment the Accord, whether petrol or Hybrid, does 

offer good value, economy, reliability, and resale. 

 

You might be pleasantly surprised.  



  

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Honda Australia 

 

Price: Honda Accord 2.0 VTi-LX Hybrid, $50,490 plus on-road costs  

 

Engine: 2-litre Hybrid DOHC i-VTEC, four-cylinder 

 

Power: 158kW at 5000-6000rpm  

 

Torque: 315Nm at 0-2000rpm  

 

Transmission: Electric CVT. Front-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 6L/100km 91RON 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 56 litres 

 

Towing capacity: N/A  

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

  

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HONDA 

DEALERSHIPS 

  

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

8400 

 



Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5833  

 

Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100 


