
IT isn’t easy being a medium-sized SUV in Australia. 

The country has fallen in love with them – obsessed, even – and if you just 

happen to be one selling in the highly-competitive sub-$60,000 class, then you 

must be darn good if you are in the top 10 best sellers. 

Holding, or making better your ground, is a tough gig.  

Real tough. 

Nineteen manufacturers (two are Volkswagens, two are Peugeots) compete in 

this segment, with Mazda CX-5, Toyota RAV4 and Nissan X-Trail - in that 

order - holding down the top three spots.  

They are followed by Hyundai Tucson, Mitsubishi Outlander and the subject of 

this road trip/review, the Honda CR-V, in this instance a 1.5 VTi-L7 seven seat 

variant.  

Due to customer demand, Honda added an entry-level E7 - for seven seats - 

variant early this year, joining the VTi-L seven-seater and expanding its CR-V 

range to eight. 

The VTi-E7 is priced from $34,490 plus on-road costs, the VTi-L7 from 

$38,990.  

That’s a $4500 reduction for the E7 and a juicy carrot indeed for those families 

wanting their CR-V with seven seats but not willing - or able - to stretch the 

budget.  

That doesn’t mean they are going to get a bare-bones family transporter.  

Honda doesn’t work that way.  

What they won’t get is a panoramic sunroof, power tailgate, front and rear 

parking sensors, Lane Watch camera, built-in sat-nav, paddle shifters, rain-

sensing wipers, auto headlights, driver’s memory seat, and heated front seats.  

Apart from the omitted parking sensors I could quite happily live without the 

rest.  

Oh, well, maybe not the sat-nav! 

Disappointingly, it does not come with the full Honda Sensing active safety 

suite, so autonomous emergency braking and lane departure warning is not on 

the list.  

But, my review CR-V being a VTi-L, meant that I got all the goodies. 



 

Both seven-seat variants are front-wheel-drive, are powered by the same 

140kW/240Nm 1.5-litre VTEC turbo-petrol engine mated to a CVT automatic, 

and share the same running gear.  

Interestingly, neither variant comes with LED headlights, a must for country 

owners who do a lot of night-time driving. 

After collecting the lunar silver metallic VTi-L7 tester from its Keilor Park digs 

in Melbourne, it was back to my home base of Albury-Wodonga via the most 

direct, if not most boring, route - the Hume Freeway. 

With the Victorian school holidays just starting, freeway traffic was going to be 

heavier than usual - and it was.  

Three-and-a-half-hours and 305-kilometres later, with a lunch/comfort stop at 

Euroa, I was back in the twin cities, with a drive to Tallangatta, ‘the town that 

moved’ planned for the next day.  

The run along the freeway was quiet and comfortable and I had plenty to keep 

me amused, including those drivers who ‘must be there by half-past’, those that 

think it is their given right to stay in the right hand lane, the 90km/h slow 

coaches, and those truck drivers who pull out to pass another truck knowing full 

well the other bloke is not going to give an inch and that it is going to take them 

kilometres to get past. 

For me whiling away the hours was spent sitting on a well-bolstered, leather-

clad, eight-way power driver’s seat (yes, all the other seats were leather-

appointed) listening to my favourite 60s music courtesy of one of two USB 

ports located in the centre bin between the front seats and piped through the 

car’s excellent four speaker/four tweeter audio system.  

As stated, the ‘L’ is not shy on standard comfort, convenience and tech. 

Its goodies list included dual zone air-con, a three-mode rear-view camera, 

smart keyless entry with pushbutton start, a tyre pressure monitoring system, 

second and third row air-con vents, cupholders and oddments bins galore, two 

rear USB ports, AUX and 12-volt outlets, a driver attention monitor system with 

digital speedo, cruise control with speed limiter, rear privacy glass, and a 7-

inch, tablet-style infotainment system supporting Apple CarPlay/Android Auto, 

and Bluetooth connectivity. 

The chunky good looks of the CR-V’s exterior were highlighted by an attractive 

set of 18-inch alloy wheels, LED front fog lights and LED daytime running 



lights, lower-body protection mouldings, a rear spoiler, roof rails, and dual 

exhaust outlets. 

The ‘L’ ticks virtually every box on the shopper’s list in this ever-so-popular 

vehicle segment.  

Re-energised and refuelled, I was off to Tallangatta, a 35-minute, 42-kilometre 

drive south-east of Albury-Wodonga. 

‘New’ Tallangatta sits just off the Murray Valley Highway and is one of the 

major centres on the Snowy Valleys Way, a scenic, laid-back alternative to that 

section of the Hume Freeway between Wangaratta to the south and Gundagai to 

the north.  

The picturesque route takes in the historic gold-mining towns of Beechworth 

and Yackandandah, Tallangatta and ‘The Man from Snowy River’ town of 

Corryong, then crosses into New South Wales and passing through 

Tumbarumba and Batlow, and the major centre of Tumut before swinging north 

to re-join the Hume Freeway at Gundagai. 

Tallangatta lies on the southern bank of the Mitta arm of Lake Hume, but that 

has not always been the case.  

The original Tallangatta sat eight kilometres upstream on the banks of 

Tallangatta Creek, but because of the expansion of Lake Hume for irrigation 

purposes, the town was physically removed and transported to its new digs, the 

whole operation being completed on June 29, 1956. 

All that is left of the original town is an outline of its streets which are visible 

from a lookout on the Murray Valley Highway when the lake is low. 

As in, real low.  

The remains of the town’s hospital and dairy factory, which were located on 

high ground on the northern side of Tallangatta Creek, still stand. 

I can remember visiting the old town with my parents and sister when I was 

seven.  

At the time a train line ran from Wodonga to Cudgewa, reaching Tallangatta in 

1891 and Cudgewa in 1921.  

It, too, had to be relocated.  

Cudgewa became the rail head of materials for the Snowy Mountains Hydro-

Electric Scheme.  



The last passenger service from Wodonga to Tallangatta was in 1961, the last 

goods train in 1978.  

The section of the line between Wodonga and Tallangatta has been converted 

into the High Country Rail Trail. 

In 2012 a new walking/bike bridge, which is visible from the Sandy Creek end 

of the lake, opened using the existing piers. 

The ‘new’ town of Tallangatta has no buildings of historic significance, the old 

railway goods shed and platform though playing a part in the development of 

one of Australia’s – and the world’s – largest engineering projects, the Snowy 

Mountains Scheme.  

Although the town does have several new community buildings and shops 

centred around not a town square but two triangles, it is worth taking a drive 

around the side streets as much of the housing still belongs to the 1950s. 

Talk about a time warp!  

The Honda CR-V looked out of place – by 64 years. 

Still, the town, and lookout, did present plenty of photo opportunities. 

The run to Tallangatta along the western shoreline of Lake Hume was done with 

ease, the CR-V responding smartly to my inputs and handling the twisty bits 

very well.  

The ride at any speed was comfortable and quiet and the 1.5-litre turbo-four and 

CVT auto worked in unison to offer excellent acceleration and fuel economy.  

Paddle shifters are standard for the VTi-L7’s seven-stepped CVT, but I found 

the engine/transmission combo worked its best when left to do its own thing.  

When pushed, the engine remained refined and revved smoothly and after a 

week’s driving freeway, highway and byway, the onboard fuel readout showed 

a respectable combined average of 8L/100km.  

Honda’s claim - 7.3L/100km.  

And that was on regular 91RON petrol.  

The Murray Valley Highway is a B listed road, is wide and mainly smooth and 

dials in plenty of high-speed curves and some tight corners.  

The CR-V took the majority in its stride, but its MacPherson strut/multi-link 

suspension did reveal its bias to the comfort setting courtesy of initial body roll 

and a hint of understeer. 



The only time the suspension did get a little upset was on the ‘sealed’ road to 

Tallangatta Lookout, its bumps, badly rippled surfaces and broken edges to be 

wary of, transmitting some shocks to the interior.  

Braking performance was excellent, and the well-weighted steering was 

smooth, responsive and precise, especially around town.  

From Tallangatta I had five options to return to Albury-Wodonga.  

The first was to back track the way I had come. 

Boring. 

The second was to head to Old Tallangatta, cross the Tallangatta Creek, and 

follow the northern shore line of Lake Hume to Bethanga. 

The third was to drive further along the Murray Valley Highway and cross the 

lake via the Wymah Ferry, or continue even further along the Upper Murray 

Valley to Jingellic and cross the Murray River into New South Wales there or - 

and this is the best route – cross the Tallangatta Creek at Old Tallangatta, veer 

right and take the Granya Gap Road to where it joins the Great River Road just 

north of the farming community village of Granya.  

This twisting, turning, hairpin-strewn – and steep – road which cuts through the 

Mount Granya State Park, was my ‘go-to’ road when I reviewed another Honda, 

the brilliant Civic Type-R.  

As a Nurburgring record-holder, the Type-R was in its element. 

The drive in the CR-V was more sedate owing to the very nature of the vehicle.  

At the top of the range you can leave the bitumen and follow a gravel road to 

Mount Granya Summit from where you can glean magnificent views of the 

surrounding countryside, including the Murray Valley floodplain and the 

Victorian Alps.  

The parking spot is the start of many walking tracks.  

While hardly a sporting champion across twisty ground, you must respect the 

way Honda has tuned the CR-V’s suspension more to the comfort side which is 

perfect for freeway running and for the kind of suburban environment this mid-

size SUV will spend most of its life.  

And it was around the suburbs and in the city centres of Albury-Wodonga 

themselves where the CR-V excelled. 



Its high stance and chunky looks belied its ability to sneak into tight parking 

spots or wheel around narrow streets and alleyways, courtesy of short 

overhangs, 198mm of ground clearance, and an 11-metre turning circle. 

As with all Honda vehicles, the CR-V’s cabin was especially spacious and 

thoughtful, with excellent visibility for all and ease of entry and exit, even for 

those who clambered onto the third row. 

The CR-V, like the HR-V, Jazz and Odyssey, is a master of practicality thanks 

to its Magic Seats arrangement which allowed me to slide, flip, fold, tip and 

stand various seats to suit the job at hand. 

Its enormous and configurable storage was matched by many clever 

compartments, hidey holes, cupholders galore, and deep door pockets with 

bottle holders, and I loved the funky two-tier centre console with its adjustable 

central armrest and featuring a sliding shelf that, in its forward position, could 

accommodate smartphones secured by a grippy rubber surface.  

There were acres of leg room for those occupying the second row who got their 

own air vents, two USB outlets and LED reading lamps, while those youngies 

that did get to the third row first (and it was a kids’ only zone) were treated to 

overhead air-con vents and cupholders. 

Despite there being ISOFIX mounts in outboard locations, the top tether points 

were mounted in the ceiling, thereby obscuring rear vision if all were in use.  

As is CR-V tradition, the gear selector was located high up on a panel 

protruding from beneath the air-con controls, with the vehicle’s ECON button to 

the left.  

The interior trim was a mixture of soft and hard plastics, with piano black and 

silver detailing adding an upmarket feel to what was otherwise a warm and 

inviting interior.  

Around back, the cargo hold offered just 150 litres of load space if all three 

rows were upright.  

Dropping the third row increased that to 472 litres, or 911 litres with the 60:40 

split second row also folded. 

The third row had to be flipped and folded to get access to the spare wheel 

which, thank you Mr Honda, was a full-size affair which could easily be lifted 

from its accommodation thanks to the boot floor being flush with the electric 

tailgate lip.  

I enjoyed my week with the CR-V VTi-L7. 



It delivered comfort, quietness, space, practicality, tech, safety and economy in 

spades, which goes very nicely thank you with Honda’s excellent reputation for 

resale value and reliability.  

Price: Honda CR-V VTi-L7 $38,990 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 1.5-litre SOHC i-VTEC four-cylinder turbo-petrol  

Power: 140kW at 5600rpm  

Torque: 240Nm at 2000-5000rpm  

Transmission: CVT automatic. Front-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 8L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 57 litres  

Towing capacity: 1000kg braked  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HONDA 

DEALERSHIPS  

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

8400  

Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5833 

Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100 


