
Going back again to Yarrawonga 

 

MAKE no mistake, the sedan is going nowhere. 

Small, medium, large or luxury, it still sells in numbers despite our current love 

affair with SUVs and pick-ups. 

Falcon and Commodore have gone or are going, and we have seen the demise 

of sedans from companies like Nissan and Mitsubishi. 

But those current marques having a sedan on their showroom floor does give 

customers the choice of the body style that suits their lifestyle and, in most 

cases, the four door sedan is still it. 

Admittedly they do not sell in the numbers they and their hatch and wagon 

derivatives once did, but they are still much sought after and will remain so well 

into the future. 

A prime example is the subject of this review, the all-new Toyota Corolla 

sedan, a car which has been with us since 1966. 

It is the biggest-selling car of all time, with 44 million sold worldwide. 

Corolla was the biggest-selling sedan/hatch in Australia in January of this year. 

Like the Mazda3/Mazda6, Kia Cerato, Hyundai i30, Subaru Impreza/Liberty, 

VW Polo/Golf/Passat, Audi A4, BMW 3-Series, Mercedes-Benz C-Class and 

the Toyota Camry, these cars continue to sell well for a reason; namely trust in 

the nameplate and the ability to quickly adapt to consumer needs. 

While we see SUVs scampering around hither and yonder, the aforementioned 

are like McDonalds, KFC and Hungry Jacks – there is one on every corner and 

on every road. 

The Corolla is neither exotic or rare and its performance and styling never got 

any enthusiast’s heart pumping. 

Until now. 

The 1966 first generation Corolla was indeed a revelation and breathe of fresh 

air compared to what was coming out of England and, of course, the VW Beetle 

whose crown it was to take a few decades later. 

The current, 12th generation Corolla, which launched in 2018, broke the staid 

styling mould it had been saddled with since the second generation of 1970. 

Initially only available here in hatch form, the all-new sedan, which is priced 

from $23,335, is available with petrol or new hybrid powertrains and comes 

with Toyota Safety Sense and Toyota’s latest generation multimedia system. 



It mirrors its hatch sibling in price, grades and features, meaning all the 

customer must decide on is powertrain, colour and options. 

Simple. 

Six sedan variants are available, two being hybrid, one being a petrol manual, 

and three being petrol with CVT. 

The Ascent Sport petrol manual is the entry model, followed (by price) by the 

Ascent Sport petrol CVT, Ascent Sport hybrid CVT, SX petrol CVT, SX hybrid 

CVT, and flagship ZR petrol CVT which tops out the range with a sticker price 

from $33,635. 

The 103kW/173Nm 1.8-litre normally aspirated petrol engine from the outgoing 

model has been replaced by a larger and more powerful 125kW/200Nm 2-litre 

unit (up 22kW and 27Nm respectively) driving the front wheels by either a six-

speed manual or ‘10-speed’ continuously variable automatic transmission 

(CVT). 

  

All variants feature cruise control, a rear view camera, auto LED headlights, tail 

lights and daytime running lights, alloy wheels, climate control (manual air 

conditioning for Ascent Sport petrol variant), and the latest generation 

multimedia system featuring an 8-inch touchscreen display, Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto compatibility, full Bluetooth connectivity, Aux and USB inputs 

and Siri eyes-free functionality. 

 

Hybrid versions of the Ascent Sport also feature a keyless smart entry and start 

system as standard. 

The SX petrol sedan features a premium three-spoke steering wheel with paddle 

shifters and smart entry and start, wireless phone charging, satellite 

navigation with SUNA live traffic, and digital radio. 

Reviewed here is a flagship ZR sedan, resplendent in optional silver pearl 

paintwork  ($525 extra). 

 

It gets all of the features of the lesser variants plus adds a tilt and slide sun roof, 

18-inch alloy wheels, sports heated front seats upholstered in a combination of 

synthetic leather and Rezatec with eight-way power adjustment for the driver, 

electrochromatic rear view mirror, a proper head-up display (not a plastic pop-

up), active cruise control, and a great sounding nine-speaker JBL sound system. 
 

The ZR, like all Corolla sedans, comes with the Toyota Safety Sense driver 

assistance package which includes autonomous emergency braking, pre-

collision safety system with daytime and night time pedestrian and daytime 



cyclist detection, road sign assist, and auto high beam. 
 

Like the Corolla hatch, the new-generation sedan is built on Toyota’s modular 

TNGA platform that also underpins other Toyotas, including the Prius, Camry, 

RAV4 and C-HR. 

Unlike the previous sedan which used a torsion beam rear suspension, this new 

model features a more sophisticated MacPherson strut front and multi-link rear 

set-up that gives the sedan a more compliant and comfortable ride, as well as 

better handling and steering response. 

Also working in the sedan’s favour is that its wheelbase, at 2700mm, is 60mm 

longer than the hatch, meaning it rides the bumps and thumps better, and gives 

rear seat passengers a bit more leg room. 

  
  

To be fair to the sedan, we drove it over the same roads as the hatch, meaning a 

visit to the popular year-round holiday destination of Yarrawonga-Mulwala, 

taking the back roads rather than the direct route from Albury-Wodonga along 

the Murray Valley Highway.  
 

Our less-travelled-by-tourist route followed the Murray River, but on the 

northern, or New South Wales side.  

Part of the route, from Albury through the township of Howlong to just east of 

the Federation town of Corowa, is along the Riverina Highway, which turns 

north, then west towards Finley.  

It terminates at Deniliquin, home of the Deni Ute Muster.  

The road from the Riverina Highway to Corowa is known as, surprise, surprise, 

Corowa Road, with the final 42-kilometre stretch from Corowa to Mulwala 

travelled along Spring Drive.  

Mulwala, and its sister town of Yarrawonga, sit on opposite banks of Lake 

Mulwala, Mulwala in New South Wales, Yarrawonga in Victoria.  

  

The New South Wales route, like much of the Hume Freeway, is flat, putting 

not too much strain on the Corolla's now lively and punchier 2-litre engine, the 

only test being Dights Hill just west of Albury - and it conquered it easily.  

Whereas once-upon-a-time you bought a Corolla sedan - or hatch - for its 

economy, reliability, comfort, quality of build and resale, rather than looks and 

on-road performance, now you buy one for the whole box and dice, as you can't 



say this latest-generation is boring to look at and can't keep up with the 

competition on the road.  

This one is longer, lower, wider and bolder (dare I say sporty looking!) and it 

boasts an equally-impressive all-new interior design, with more space and 

comfort.  

After picking up the review car from its Altona North lodgings, the first thing I 

noticed once free of Melbourne's congested traffic and free to adjust to my new 

surrounds, was the armchair comfort and support of the driver's seat.  

Even when I alighted back at home base in Albury-Wodonga I felt as fresh and 

relaxed as when I first climbed aboard.  

The new airy body does have rear three-quarter blind spots, but large external 

rear view mirrors, blind spot monitors, and a reversing camera took care of what 

was around me and when it came time to reverse.  

Unfortunately, my test car did not come with front or rear parking sensors.  

West of Corowa, Spring Road follows the West Corurgan Private Irrigation 

District which serves approximately 300 properties covering an area of some 

212,000 hectares between the Murray River and Billabong Creek to the north.  

The area is bounded by the towns of Corowa, Daysdale, Oaklands, Jerilderie, 

Berrigan, Savernake and Rennie.  

Neither the Riverina Highway nor Spring Road challenged the Corolla's revised 

suspension.  

That would be put to the test later.  

Even so, the Corolla rode beautifully and was impressive in how it rode the 

undulations and the occasional bump, and how the suspension isolated the 

occupants from what it was doing beneath them.  

  

A few kilometres east of Mulwala is where you get your first glimpse of Lake 

Mulwala, a man-made waterway created through the construction of the 

Yarrawonga Weir across the Murray River.  

Construction of the weir began in 1935 and was completed in 1939 as part of 

the Murray-Darling Irrigation Scheme.  

The lake has a surface area of 439 square kilometres and is a haven for all 

manner of water sports.  



The town of Mulwala is flush with holiday resorts, holiday houses and caravan 

parks, and has several fine clubs and golf courses, while Yarrawonga, on the 

southern bank, is the retail, professional, education, medical and commercial 

hub of the twin towns.  

Both towns boast executive lifestyle villages and history abounds on both sides 

of the Murray River, such as historic Byramine Homestead which was built by 

explorer Hamilton Hume - of Hume and Hovell fame - for his sister-in-law 

Elizabeth Hume and her nine children after her husband was murdered by 

bushrangers at Gunning, near Yass, in New South Wales.  

Crossing the lake is either via a narrow, two-lane bridge which dips and curves 

almost to the water (that's another story), or a one-lane road across the top of the 

weir wall.  

(There is also a railway bridge.)  

Lunch, photos and some shopping done in Yarrawonga, it was back into the 

sedan for the hour-long journey back to Albury-Wodonga, this time via the 

Murray Valley Highway.  

Hot as it was outside, the Corolla's auto, dual-zone air-con kept us 'just right', 

with the adaptive cruise control and speed sign recognition system looking after 

the road rules side of things.  

Every new-generation Corolla sedan (and hatch) comes with a generous amount 

of standard active safety, driver assist and convenience gear, including the 

aforementioned, plus lane-keep assist, automatic high beam, rear seat ISOFIX 

mounts, seven airbags, and LED head (thank you Mr Toyota), tail, daytime 

running and front and rear fog lights.  

Our ZR sedan boasted keyless entry with push button start, an electric 

emergency brake with Hold function, a 4.2-inch multi-function display which 

included a digital speedo, an 8-inch, tablet-like touch-screen multi-media 

system with Toyota Link apps, Bluetooth connectivity and sat-nav, a great-

sounding audio system, voice recognition with Siri eyes-free functionality, USB 

and AUX ports, steering wheel remotes, a wireless phone charger, and heated, 

electric folding exterior door mirrors.  

The car rode on a nice-looking set of 18-inch alloys shod with grippy, low-

profile 225/40R18 Dunlop SP Sport Maxx tyres but, alas, the spare was the 

temporary-only type.  



Fresh from two days of mainly flat road running, it was time to point the 

sedan’s nose at our regular, more-daunting, 153-kilometre drive route to the 

south-west of Albury-Wodonga.  

Here it would encounter steep hills, windy roads, hairpins, long stretches, 

undulations, so-so secondary roads, and the odd gravel section.  

Did it object or struggle? No.  

In fact, it enjoyed the adventure, with the drivetrain and running gear rising to 

the occasion, everything feeling solid, predictable and responsive and matching 

the sporty appeal of the car's new-look set of clothes.  

And it was over these stretches where we got to play with the standard steering 

wheel gearshift paddles and use the Sport mode which sharpened the CVT’s 

shift points for better acceleration. 

Fun! 

The car coped admirably with the gravel bits, it steered accurately through the 

twisty bits, it offered plenty of grip, it braked nicely, and the engine didn't go 

into melt-down when confronted with The Rising Sun, a steep hill that climbs 

straight up out of Wooragee to the historic gold-mining town of Beechworth.  

It didn't power up it, but it didn't struggle, either.  

Back in town, the car was nimble, responsive and easy to park.  

And was the car quiet? Very.  

Apart from some general road noise, the Corolla's cabin was a nice place to 

reside. 

Toyota has done wonders with the interior, lifting it to a new level courtesy of 

better trim and seat materials, revised switchgear, better controls, and nicer-

looking instruments.  

Cabin storage included a large glove box, a lidded bin between the front seats, 

door pockets for front seat passengers only, cup holders for all, and small 

oddments bins, but there was no overhead sunglasses holder due to the electric 

sun roof.  

Rear seat passengers did not get their own air vents or connectivity, but there 

was a fold-down central armrest with cup holders.  

Surprisingly Corolla sedan gets a bigger boot than its hatch sibling – 470-litres 

against 333-litres. 



During our time in the Corolla sedan we recorded a fuel economy figure of 5.9 

litres per 100 kilometres, a whisker better than the official combined figure of 

6L/100km. 

 

Corolla sedan is a great small car that does everything with the minimum of fuss 

and, like all Corollas before it, is just at home in a rural environment as it is in a 

crowded city atmosphere.  

We loved it, with our only gripe being the lack of parking sensors. 

 

Price: Toyota Corolla ZR sedan $35,940 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 2-litre four-cylinder petrol  

Power: 125kW  

Torque: 200Nm 

Transmission: CVT automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 5.9L/100km 91RON petrol  

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

Towing capacity: 1300kg braked   

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres   

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS      

  

Albury-Wodonga – Jacob Toyota, 404 Griffith Road, Lavington, Phone: (02) 

6057 1000. Jacob Toyota, 175 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 6055 

9999 

Benalla – Benalla Toyota, 28 Sydney Road, Phone: (03) 5762 2022 

Mansfield – Mansfield Toyota, 102-108 High Street, Phone: (02) 5775 1777 

Shepparton – Shepparton Toyota, 8000 Melbourne Road, Phone: (03) 5823 

1301   

Tumut – Tumut Toyota, 147 Wynyard Street, Phone: (02) 6947 1744 



Wagga – Thomas Bros Toyota, 67 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0555   

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Toyota, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000  

Yarrawonga – Yarrawonga Toyota, 7 Commercial Road, Phone: (03) 5743 

1073   


