
AT first there were two, now BMW Australia has expanded its all-new, 

seventh-generation 3 Series range, adding three new sedan variants to broaden 

the appeal of its once bread-and-butter staple. 

The 320d and 330i, which have been on local showroom floors since March, 

have been joined by the 320i, 330e plug-in hybrid, and M340i xDrive, with the 

subject of this review, the 320d, being the only diesel-powered variant. 

The 320d’s 2-litre, twin-turbo, four-cylinder diesel engine produces a healthy 

140kW of power and a whopping 400Nm of torque, which is available from 

1750rpm to 2500rpm, and while those outputs will accelerate the oil-burning 

sedan from standstill to 100km/h in 5.8-seconds, it is its fuel economy of a 

miserly 4.5 litres per 100 kilometres that grabbed my attention. 

Could I match, or better, it? 

My aim was to find out (this was by no means an economy run), and where 

better to see what my figure would be after a week’s driving than on the 

highways, byways and rural roads of North-East Victoria and, in particular, the 

Southern Riverina region of New South Wales. 

Priced from $67,900 (there are optional packages available which will hike that 

even further), the 320d is, as you would suspect, brimming with the latest safety 

tech and other wizardry, plus a list of standard equipment as long as your arm. 

As far as styling, this latest outing remains close to that of the fifth and sixth 

generation models, with more than enough tweaks to stand it aside. 

We like its looks. Very masculine, indeed. 

The 3 Series can be had in sedan, touring (wagon), and Gran Turismo body 

types, but our review 320d sedan was the perfect vehicle to take on a look-see 

drive along National Route A41, better known as the Olympic Highway. 

Covering ground from the central west NSW town of Cowra to the rural 

community of Table Top just north of the twin cities of Albury-Wodonga, this 

318-kilometre stretch of highway passes through Young, Cootamundra, Junee, 

the Riverina ‘capital’ city of Wagga Wagga, and the railway townships of 

Uranquinty, The Rock, Yerong Creek, Henty, Culcairn and Gerogery. 

Sales of sedans in Australia, and indeed the rest of the world, are on the wane, 

but after spending most of the year reviewing SUVs and utes, both of which are 

the flavour of the decade, it is nice to every so often step back into the relative 

comfort of a sedan for a relaxing drive in the country. 



This time it was not only to put the 320d through its paces, but to check on 

those drought affected areas - read all - north of the border, where you don’t 

have to travel far into the Southern Riverina to see how all of the rural 

communities are hurting. 

We at thecountrydriver.com are big believers in supporting local businesses, but 

in these tough times we do head north of Albury-Wodonga and do our bit, small 

as it is, to support these smaller towns which are going backwards – fast! 

A cup of coffee, a sandwich, a pie, a top up of fuel, even something from the 

local op shop or whatever, every little bit helps these struggling communities, 

some of which have not had decent rainfall for years. 

Our drive to home base of Albury-Wodonga from BMW Australia’s impressive 

headquarters in the south-eastern Melbourne suburb of Mulgrave, took us 

through snarling suburban traffic to Lilydale, then through the glorious Yarra 

Valley and picturesque rolling countryside to the township of Yea where you 

have the option to head to Seymour and join the Hume Freeway, or turn right 

and follow the Goulburn Valley/Maroondah Highways to the former railway 

settlement of Merton. 

Ours was the latter, as even though the Maroondah Highway continues to 

Mansfield (then the Midland Highway to Benalla), we turned at Merton and 

followed the Merton-Euroa Road which would take us to the Hume Freeway at 

Euroa. 

Although only 35 kilometres in length, it is very windy, and in parts steep (at 

the Merton end), then becomes a series of bends, curves and long and short 

straights as the road snakes its way along a valley floor in a depression in the 

majestic Strathbogie Ranges. 

It is a great test for man and machine and the 320d did not disappoint. 

The drive from Melbourne to Merton was pretty much ho-hum, but once the ‘3’ 

got a sniff of what lay ahead, it lifted its skirts and was on for the chase. 

This new, seventh-generation 3-Series is longer and wider, sits on a new 

platform, boasts more technology and, because it is and always has been a 

driver’s saloon, engaging driving dynamics.  

And you don’t need to drive the oil-burner 320d far for it to tell you it has more 

than a modicum of sporting prowess. 

A soon as we wheeled out of BMW’s Springvale Road driveway and dabbed 

the go pedal there was a shove in the back, the ride was, in an instant, 



noticeably taut, and the steering sharp and accurate as we looked for an opening 

in the snarling suburban traffic. 

Bring on the Merton Gap! 

Our metallic mineral grey 320d was not short on standard equipment, coming 

with adaptive LED headlights with high-beam assist, LED daytime running, tail 

and fog lights, tri-zone climate control, electrically adjustable sports front seats 

with memory function, wireless smartphone charging, a 12.3-inch BMW Live 

Cockpit Professional digital instrument display, a 10.25-inch digital touchscreen 

display with sat-nav, Apple CarPlay and rear-view camera, and a 10-speaker, 

205-watt audio system including a 20GB hard drive and DAB+ digital radio. 

Then there were the usual auto functions for the rain-sensing wipers and 

headlights, Bluetooth connectivity, USB, AUX and 12-volt sockets, an auto-

dimming interior rear view mirror, front and rear parking sensors, and 

electrically adjustable and heated exterior rear view mirrors with fold-away 

function.  

BMW TeleServices/Connected Drive, BMW Intelligent Personal Assistant, real 

time traffic updates and Concierge Services, and a plethora of active safety tech 

swell the equipment package. 

Once back at home base, and with the fuel readout showing the 320d had 

consumed a miserly 4.3 litres per hundred kilometres between Mulgrave and 

Albury-Wodonga, it was time to plan our trip into the drought-stricken Southern 

Riverina region of NSW. 

Places to visit would include those towns located along the Olympic Highway, 

plus we would also be calling in to those smaller villages and towns to Albury-

Wodonga’s north west. 

Formerly known as the Olympic Way, the Olympic Highway connects two of 

Australia’s largest inland cities – Albury-Wodonga and Wagga. 

  

It continues north east from Wagga to Cowra. 

  

The distance between these two major centres is 128 kilometres, with the stretch 

from Albury-Wodonga to just north of Table Top being traversed via the Hume 

Highway (it is called the Hume Freeway in Victoria!). 

  

  

The highway was named the Olympic Way in 1956 as it was the path the Olympic 

torch took on its journey to Melbourne. 



  

Before that it was a series of interconnecting rural roads and recently the name 

was converted from Olympic Way to Olympic Highway. 

  

From the Hume Freeway-Olympic Highway interchange, the highway follows 

the Great Southern railway line (almost) to Wagga. 

 

On its journey north it passes through the village of Gerogery, the township of 

Culcairn, home of triple Olympic equestrian gold medallist Andrew Hoy, and 

Henty, home of the inventor of the header harvester Headlie Taylor, and of the 

Henty Machinery Field Days, one of the country’s largest annual outdoor 

agribusiness supermarkets. 

  

Yerong Creek, which boasts a winery and large grain silos, is another town that 

sprang up with the arrival of the railway, as did The Rock which is named after a 

massive rocky outcrop that looms large behind the town. 

  

Further towards Wagga is another railway town – Uranquinty – a village chosen 

in 1940 as the base for No 5 Service Flying Training School RAAF. 

  

It closed in September 1946. 

  

Following the end of the Second World War, the Uranquinty Migrant Centre was 

established as a result of the Displaced Persons Immigration Scheme. 

 

It closed in 1959. 

  

Wagga is a further 16 kilometres north of Uranquinty. 

 

Refreshed and the 320d refuelled, we headed north-east out of Albury-Wodonga, 

following the Hume Highway to the Olympic Highway turn-off, destination not 

as far as the city of Wagga, but the rural township of Henty which recently played 

host to the 2019 Henty Machinery Field Days which again attracted a bumper 

crowd. 

 

We did stop in at the Culcairn Bakery for lunch, hoping our small spend was of 

some help to the business – and the town. 

 

Most of the roads in this area criss-cross undulating farm land which put little 

strain on the 320d’s powertrain which offers new life and sharpness. 

 



The muscly twin turbo diesel was quiet and calm and worked beautifully in 

unison with the eight-speed torque-converter automatic transmission which 

shifted smartly and smoothly – in town and country driving. 

 

There is no manual transmission option but the 320d did come with steering 

wheel paddles for those playful bits of road. 

 

With so much power and torque available from the diesel engine, the 320d was 

just so much to push into, through and out of the bends, and while a tad slow in 

pick up coming out of a real tight corner, you still got an ear to ear grin from the 

way the chassis refused to understeer and that there is more to this sedan than just 

its engine. 

 

The front engine/rear drive recipe remains as before, but BMW has worked on 

the 3’s steering, braking and suspension to allow drivers to fully enjoy life in the 

fast or slow lanes, as well as wheeling around narrow suburban streets, or 

crowded shopping centre carparks. 

 

The steering response was delightfully matched to the chassis dynamics. 

 

It was well weighted and communicative, but the steering and throttle response 

could be softened or sharpened courtesy of a mode selector with which you could 

dial up EcoPro, Comfort or Sport settings. 

 

As for the brakes and myriad driver aides? 

 

They worked exactly as they should, keeping everything on the straight and 

narrow and instilling confidence in driver and passengers if things did get a little 

hairy. 

 

The 320d is not a sports saloon, but it did afford plenty of grip from its 

Bridgestone 255/35R19 tyres mounted on 10-spoke, black alloy rims, and it sat 

perfectly flat through the twisty bits. 

 

A true touring saloon. Yes. 

 

Our first stop after leaving Henty was the farming community of Burrumbuttock, 

a 30 minute drive south west, the roads again passing through hundreds of 

hectares of farm land - mostly covered in canola - desperately in need of a 

drenching. 

 



Burrumbuttock is the spiritual home of the Burrumbuttock Hay Runners, a group 

founded by Brendan ‘Bumper’ Farrell who truck donated hay to drought-affected 

farmers, mainly throughout NSW and Queensland. 

 

Burrumbuttock, like many towns in the Southern Riverina, is a shadow of its 

former self, a general store, hotel and primary school being its main signs of life 

during our visit. 

 

The towns of Burrumbuttock, Brocklesby, Walla Walla, Walbundrie, Gerogery 

and Jindera have a spiritual connection to BMW - well, Germany - as in 1869 a 

group of German Lutherans made the 1000-kilometre trek from Adelaide to the 

region to settle. 

 

Walla Walla is home to the Zion Lutheran Church, the largest Lutheran Church 

in New South Wales, and home to one of the original pioneer wagons. 

 

The new 3-Series body is stiffer and larger, being almost eight centimetres longer, 

and it is slightly wider, but because the suspension and drivetrain, and some 

bodywork, use more aluminium than before, there has been weight savings of 

around 50 kilograms. 

 

The car is also more slippery, resulting in not only fuel savings, but a much 

quieter, more refined and stable ride, the latter thanks to wider front and rear 

tracks. 

 

The rural roads we drove across being what they are - designed and built to 

standards set decades ago and rarely upgraded - had little effect on the 

roadholding and handling of the 320d. 

 

It simply glided over broken patches of bitumen, small corrugations and potholes, 

and those unsealed stretches we encountered also had little effect, the suspension 

soaking up all the bumps and thumps well before they could be transmitted to the 

interior, with the full suite of driver aides working in unison to keep everything 

on the straight and narrow. 

 

As with 3-Series before it, this outing was beautifully put together and better 

furnished than the previous one. 

 

Plush? No. Teutonic to the point of minimalistic? Well, almost. 

 

Not that there is anything wrong with that, just that the interior felt a tad cold 

compared to a Benz or an Audi. 

 



The leather-clad interior was certainly big enough, with most of the longer 

wheelbase given over to all occupants, especially those travelling in the rear who 

benefitted by some much-needed extra legroom. 

 

Three Series typical, driver and passengers sat low on comfortable, well-bolstered 

seats and there were enough goodies to keep everyone entertained, such as a 

10.25-inch infotainment system with clear and clean menus and featuring BMW 

Operation System 7.0 with natural voice recognition, 12.3-inch digital 

instrumentation, BMW’s intuitive iDrive rotary controller, and plenty of other 

tech and connectivity. 

 

Other niceties included a 10-speaker sound system, a head-up display, speed sign 

recognition, digital speedo, sat-nav, parking assistant, driving assistant, a rear 

view camera, rear seat passenger air vents and USB ports, and M Sport body kit 

and lowered suspension. 

 

Despite an overall length of 4709mm and a width of 1827mm, the 320d was a 

relatively easy vehicle to wheel around local shopping centre carparks and narrow 

streets, thanks in part to its 11.4-metre turning circle and enough warning chimes 

etc to let you know when things were getting too close. 

 

As avid fans of local farmers’ markets, the 3’s 480 litre boot gave us more than 

enough space for our weekly shop of farm fresh produce and artisan bread. 

 

Expanding on cargo space was as simple as pulling on two handles in the boot 

which dropped the 40:20:40 split rear seat to an almost flat position. 

 

The centre part of the seat acts as a ski port, with fold-down centre armrest with 

cup holders. 

 

And as for that all-important question, ‘how did we fare on the fuel front?’ - pretty 

darn good. 

 

After a week’s driving through congested Melbourne traffic, along highway, 

byway and country roads, and in and around the twin cities, the 320d’s fuel 

readout was showing 4.7L/100km. 

 

Not bad for a five-seater touring saloon weighing 1455kg and not once did I use 

the EcoPro button to further help reduce its thirst. 

 

A 1-litre, three-cylinder VW up! resides in our garage and the best it returns is 

4.5L/100km. 

 



BMW still only offers a three-year/unlimited kilometre warranty which is off the 

pace with its competitors. 

 

That, and an over-zealous lane keep assist, were the only things that disappointed. 

 

 

Price: BMW 320d sedan $67,900 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 2-litre, twin-turbo, four-cylinder diesel  

Power: 140kW at 4000rpm  

Torque: 400Nm at 1750-2500rpm  

Transmission: Eight-speed Steptronic Sport. Rear-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 4.7L/100km diesel 

Fuel tank capacity: 59 litres  

Towing capacity: 1600kg braked  

Warranty: 3 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA BMW DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Blacklocks Prestige, 487 Wagga Road, Lavington, Phone: 

(02) 6049 5500 

Shepparton – Shepparton BMW, 8002 Melbourne Road, Phone: (03) 5823 2940 

Wagga – Riverina BMW, 41 Hammond Avenue, Phone: (02) 6923 1144 

 


