
NORTH-East Victoria and the Southern Riverina region of New South Wales 

did not have many bushrangers, but the ones that did operate in the region 

became part of Australian folklore. 

The three most famous, Ned Kelly - and indeed the whole Kelly Gang - Dan 

'Mad Dog' Morgan, and Harry Power, terrorised the countryside between 1854 

and 1880. 

Another notable, Andrew Scott, alias Captain Moonlite, operated mainly in the 

eastern region of the Riverina between Wagga and Gundagai.  

Morgan was on the run from 1854 to 1865, Power between 1858 and 1870, and 

Kelly and his cohorts from 1869 to 1880. 

Only Power survived being shot or hanged. 

He died a free man in November 1891, when he fell into the Murray River and 

drowned at Swan Hill while fishing.  

The paths each bushranger took zig-zag across the region, but they are easy to 

follow, especially in a vehicle such as Nissan's V8 AWD Patrol which can 

(almost) get you into and out of any of the spots the bushrangers hid or visited.  

Our man of interest is John Fuller, otherwise known as 'Mad Dog' Dan Morgan 

whose criminal spree began in 1854 when he was sentenced to 12 year’s hard 

labour for highway robbery in Castlemaine, Victoria.  

After release he wandered the countryside, ending up in the Southern Riverina 

area, part of our road test playground. 

And just what is the best beast of burden to go bushranger hunting in?  

A Nissan Patrol, of course!  

The Y62 all-petrol Patrol range, which competes in the SUV Upper Large 

category, is available in two variants, Ti and, as tested here, the all-bells-and 

whistles Ti-L, the former priced from $72,880, the latter $89,880. 

The Patrol Ti-L is the flagship of Nissan's local fleet.  

It is big (very big), heavy (very heavy), and thirsty (very thirsty), but it is full to 

the gunwales with (almost) every conceivable bit of kit known to man, very 

much a Patrol with-the-lot. 

If you are going to wander about in the footsteps of someone as 'mad' as Dan, 

you do need to do it in complete comfort and the Ti-L was the perfect host.  



Scouting around the Walla Walla, Morven and Culcairn region in the middle of 

winter - and a serious drought - needed to be done in something substantial, 

with plenty of power and torque, something the V8 Patrol had in spades. 

The petrol-engined Patrol, which weighed in at a 'modest' 2.75-tonnes, sends a 

massive 298kW and a whopping 560Nm of torque to all four wheels through a 

seven-speed automatic transmission with a proper low-range mode.  

With all that torque, Morgan could have towed his rock monolith lookout to 

almost anywhere!  

That monolith, known as Morgan's Lookout, is part of a rocky white granite 

outcrop used by Morgan as a vantage point to watch for wayward travellers - 

and the police. 

It is located on Lookout Road nine kilometres north-east of the farming 

township of Walla Walla, and the rock and its well-kept surrounds is a popular 

tourist destination, with the challenge being to climb the steps to the top of the 

lookout where there is a spectacular 360-degree view of the surrounding 

countryside.  

Dan 'mad'! 

He obviously had some smart thoughts.  

Where 'Mad Dog' had to rely on his nous and bush skills to find his way around 

the countryside, we had the benefit of luxury, including leather-wrapped heated 

and cooled front seats with a driver's memory function, a ride height advantage 

over most of the surrounding traffic, and an 8-inch touch screen with sat-nav so 

as we knew exactly where we were going. 

Well, we did, but it was still nice to have a back-up.  

To get to Morgan's main stomping ground first we had to get from the Nissan's 

Keilor Park lodgings in north west Melbourne, navigate our way through the cut 

and thrust of inner and outer suburban traffic, and then cruise north-east along 

the Hume Freeway to our home base in Albury-Wodonga.  

Cruise being the operative word, as once we hit the freeway and the big Ti-L 

was wound up and the 'intelligent' cruise control set at 110km/h, it was an easy, 

relaxed, 305-kilometre, three-and-a-half-hour drive, with the tri-zone 

temperature set at a comfy 22-degrees, the sun roof blind retracted, and the 13-

speaker Bose sound system dealing beautifully with the sounds of the 1960s.  

We sat in big, comfy and well-bolstered seats, vision front, side and rear was 

not a problem, wind, and tyre roar from the 18-inch alloy wheels shod with 



Bridgestone Dueler all-terrain tyres, was well muffled, and that big, 5.6-litre V8 

purred rather than roared as it coasted along, drawing on just 1500rpm.  

Even the fuel read-out of 11.4 litres per 100 kilometres was acceptable. 

That did grow to a respectable 12.1L/100km overall, aided by two long distance 

hauls along the Hume Freeway. 

Despite its bulk and huge footprint, the Patrol was not a difficult vehicle to 

compete with road space in Melbourne's congested traffic.  

Its low gearing and all that power and torque helped the Patrol leap away from 

traffic lights with plenty of verve, with its smooth, seven-speed auto 

transmission slipping through the indirects and doing its best to keep the engine 

on the boil.  

Then the vehicle's weight, and surrounding traffic, took over. 

The Patrol was at its happiest in the surrounds it was designed for, not 

pussyfooting it around suburban streets, where you do see many of them. 

For those that insist on having an Upper Large SUV as their daily drive, then 

the Ti-L is the vehicle, considering it can help you see everything that is going 

on around you, courtesy of large exterior rear-view mirrors, a rear view camera, 

front and rear parking sensors, an around-view camera, which adds Moving 

Object Detection for the first time, and a digital 'intelligent rear view' monitor 

mounted in the driver’s interior rear-view mirror. 

The digital screen, which is operated by a small push-pull lever similar to that 

used in manually-operated rear-view mirrors for night driving, offers a clear, 

landscape view of the scenery behind, unimpeded by passengers or cargo.  

Very clever. Very clear.  

The Intelligent Rear View Monitor joins Blind Spot Warning and Intelligent 

Blind Spot Intervention, Intelligent Forward Collision Warning, Lane Departure 

Warning and Intelligent Lane Intervention, which are standard on the Ti-L.  

As we had swapped from a Nissan X-Trail Ti all-wheel-drive into the Patrol, 

there was no need to familiarise ourselves with controls, switchgear etc, as both 

vehicles are very similar in their layout. 

The sheer size of the dashboard and of the centre cooler box aside, the only 

major difference was the rotary controller on the centre console behind the gear 

lever that controlled Nissan's Intelligent 4x4 drive.  

Its five modes dialled up Auto (4 High and 4 Low), road, snow, sand and rock.  



Missing from the tech department was a digital speedo, Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto.  

Like X-Trail, Patrol also makes do with a foot-operated emergency brake, and 

we scored LED head - and tail - lights.  

Had we had rear seat passengers they would have been able to entertain 

themselves courtesy of front headrest-mounted 8-inch rear displays with 

separate headphones.  

After arriving back at home base, it was time to map out our plans for the rest of 

the week, our usual test route, some off-road driving, and a trip through 'Morgan 

Country' musts on our agenda. 

First was a trip north of Albury-Wodonga deep into the rural countryside where 

Morgan roamed, pillaged and murdered. 

Morgan's first victim was a companion known as 'German' Bill. 

In 1863 the duo was involved in a shootout with police and, in order to divert 

attention, Morgan shot his 'mate' dead and made his escape.  

A few months later he called at 'Round Hill Station' at Morven, a small 

settlement east of Culcairn on the Culcairn-Holbrook Road. 

He rounded up all the station hands and their families and held them captive. 

He shot and wounded John Heriot and Sam Watson and sent a young station 

hand named John McLean to fetch a doctor who lived at nearby 'Walla Walla 

Station'.  

Fearing McLean would return with troopers, he rode after him and shot him in 

the back. 

A historic marker on the Culcairn-Holbrook Road indicates McLean’s grave 

site.  

Morgan then ventured to the Tumbarumba region on the western edge of the 

Snowy Mountains where he murdered Sergeant David Maginnity, then at 

Pleasant Hills near Henty he shot Sergeant Thomas Smyth who later died in 

Albury of his wounds.  

There is a memorial to John McLean in Culcairn, and a memorial to Sgt Smyth 

in Henty. 

Lookout Road is a dirt, but well-maintained, track that snakes its way through 

farmland to a rise atop which sits a number of boulders which forms what is 



known as Morgan's Lookout, with the tallest able to be climbed by a steel 

staircase to the top where you take in a similar vista to that Morgan had all those 

years ago.  

A walk around the outcrop and with photos done, we headed back to Walla 

Walla which has a population of 700, is home to St Paul's Lutheran College, 

Kotzur Engineering (surely you have seen their silos in farmers' paddocks!), a 

primary school, post office, a bowling club, hotel, cafe, general store, obligatory 

churches, and a multi-franchise new car dealership - Holden and Nissan.  

Not bad for a small rural town. 

A railway branch line, which once connected Culcairn on the main Sydney-

Melbourne railway line to the Federation town of Corowa on the Murray River, 

passed through Walla Walla. 

Morgan tale in the bag, it was back to base, with the next day to include our 

usual 153-kilometre test route, plus some off-roading. 

The run through the hilly Leneva Valley, the windy bits between the North-East 

Victorian historic gold mining towns of Beechworth and Stanley, and the 

slippery forest tracks through the Stanley Plantation to Yackandandah, were 

done with little fuss. 

The rough and tumble forest section was traversed mainly in 4H, with 4L only 

being used to cross one section. 

This was despite heavy rain, and even a few light dustings of snow. 

Short front and rear overhangs and 272mm of ground clearance under us meant 

nothing stood in the Patrol's way. 

The low-revving V8's immense pulling power got us up, over and through the 

sticky bits easily and, once back onto a hard surface, it was a simple turn of the 

rotary dial to get us back to 4H, then back to the default Auto mode. 

Unlike previous Patrols, this latest outing didn't wallow, roll or pitch, but 

offered a plush, relaxed ride over most road surfaces thanks to an 

interconnected hydraulic system that soaked up (almost) all the bumps, thumps, 

corrugations and potholes well before they could be transmitted indoors.  

This was thanks to what Nissan calls its Hydraulic Body Motion Control 

suspension system, which was designed to provide the best handling, and the 

most comfortable ride, on all surfaces.  



Our TI-L steered nicely enough, and its four-wheel disc brakes did an excellent 

job of hauling the scenery down to stop with no fade or fuss. 

Although at home 'on the range', not so the Patrol in suburbia where we were 

always conscience of its 5.16-metre length and almost 2-metre height, which 

made us err on not attempting to park in one of Albury's underground car parks.  

There was not much to dislike about the Patrol's lounge room-like interior, 

despite being a bit dated courtesy of its puckered leather door cladding, and 

glossy, wood (not fake) dash capping.  

Oh, and the foot-operated emergency brake.  

An electric one would have been nice. 

Everyone had access to both power and USB outlets, second and third row seat 

passengers had their own air vents, and there was plenty of leg, head and 

shoulder space, even for those seated two rows from the front.  

Even with the rear most seats occupied there was ample cargo room - 550 litres 

in fact - but with the third row vacant and flipped and folded flat, the cargo hold 

all of a sudden became a cavernous 1490 litres. 

There was also a lidded bin under the carpet, plus the 'boot' had six tie-down 

hooks, a light, a 12-volt outlet, and a cargo blind. 

And under the boot floor!  

A full size spare wheel. 

We liked the Patrol's intuitive, multi-touch, infotainment system, the larger 8-

inch screens built into the front seat head rests, walk-up night illumination, the 

standard sat-nav with 3D mapping, push button start, large, central lidded cold 

box between the heated and cooled front seats, and the standard sunroof. 

Patrol comes with front and side airbags, and all three rows get curtain airbags, 

but not autonomous emergency braking. 

Patrol has a braked towing capacity of 3500kg.  

And how did 'Mad' Dog Morgan meet his maker? 

With a one thousand pound bounty on his head, Morgan returned to Victoria 

and on April 8, 1865, he held up the McPherson family at Peechelba Station, 

north of Wangaratta. 

After a tip-off, police were waiting for Morgan as he rode from the property. 



He was shot once in the back by farm hand John Windlaw and Morgan died 

later that day. 

Morgan is buried in the Wangaratta Cemetery. 

The Patrol was born in 1951, a 'mere' 86 years after Morgan was gunned down.  

That's 70 years, which is not a bad effort for the nameplate.  

  

  

Price: Nissan Patrol Ti-L 5.6-litre V8 $89,880    

Engine: 5.6-litre, V8 petrol 

Power: 298kW at 5800rpm 

Torque: 560Nm at 4000rpm 

Transmission: Seven-speed automatic. Four-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 12.1L/100km 95RON 

Fuel tank capacity: 140 litres 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Nissan dealerships 

Albury-Wodonga - McRae Nissan, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555  

  

Mansfield - Martin's Garage, 52-54 Chenery Street, Phone: (03) 5733 1000  

  

Shepparton - Thompson Nissan, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666  

  

Wagga - Riverina Nissan, 44-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6600  

  

Walla - Lieschke Nissan, 63 Commercial Street, Phone: (02) 6029 2202  

  

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Nissan, 29/763 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000  



 


