
Pure, unadulterated luxury 

 

DRIVING the 3.5 hour, 305-kilometre dull and boring Hume Freeway between 

Melbourne and Albury-Wodonga gives me plenty of time to reflex on what is 

going on around, under and inside the vehicle I am driving. 

Also, to thoughts such as, in this instance, how is Kia going to improve its big-

selling Carnival people-mover as this current generation is such a great, well, 

people mover. 

But, Kia being Kia, you can bet that the fourth-generation Carnival due here 

sometime in 2021 will be better, but in the meantime and if you are in the 

market for a large people-mover, there is no shame in owning what is available 

now. 

No matter which new car you buy, waiting in the wings is its replacement. 

Next generation vehicles may be four to seven years in the making, while 

facelifts and updates can be as early as 12 months. 

So is the case of the vehicle reviewed here, the Kia Carnival people-mover, this 

time around being the flagship 2.2 Platinum diesel variant. 

We have driven both 3.3-litre petrol and 2.2-litre diesel versions since the third 

generation was updated in 2018. 

The Carnival (Sedona in most overseas markets), which launched in 1998, has 

chalked up over two million sales worldwide and in Australia it has topped the 

people-mover sales ladder for most of the past decade, with no hint of it losing 

its top spot anytime soon. 

Kia has teased us with some photos and tech features of the new Carnival which 

no doubt will have an even bigger appeal to families and fleet operators, but it 

will do exactly the same thing as the present model does – carry up to eight in 

style and comfort. 

The current model is a great vehicle and the fact that it is mostly unchanged 

(nothing has been updated since mid-2018) has not deterred buyers and it more 

than holds its own against its competitors.  

The 'snort' it got back then saw Carnival fitted with a new eight-speed automatic 

transmission to 'enhance the driving experience', Autonomous Emergency 

Braking made an appearance across the range, Smart Cruise Control and Lane 

Departure Warning was added, and it also got an electronic parking brake.  



This present (third-generation) eight-seater Carnival was launched four years 

ago, but even prior to that it was knocking off all-comers, winning on space, 

comfort, practicality, safety, tech, styling, handling, quality, performance and 

quietness, everything a large family - and even fleet buyers - wants in its 

everyday transport.  

Although segmented as a large people-mover, Kia refers to its award-winning 

champion as a CUV, or crossover utility vehicle, and who are we to argue.  

This current iteration of the big-selling Carnival brings exterior styling 

refinements, and a substantial range of safety and comfort technology upgrades, 

including an in-house designed audio/visual head unit which supports Apple 

CarPlay and Android Auto in all grades and comes with 10 years of free 

MapCare support in Si, SLi and Platinum grades.  

Carnival not only wins out on price, comfort, equipment and the best warranty 

going around, but also style, and rather than significantly revise its looks for the 

mid-life upgrade, Kia stylists have refined its looks courtesy of a fresh 

definition of the tiger grille, combined with sleeker headlight clusters and a 

'character' panel below the grille, while a lower air intake with integrated fog 

lights add to the horizontal strength of the front design.  

At the rear, the lower tailgate panel and rear three-quarter panels have been 

given a light once-over to enhance the strength of the rear impression.  

Improvements have also been made to both petrol and diesel engines, while 

Kia's Aussie suspension gurus have tweaked the Carnival's MacPherson strut 

front/multi-link rear suspension to further improve, ride, comfort, and handling.  

Kia offers its Carnival people-mover in eight variants - four 3.3-litre petrol in S, 

Si, SLi and Platinum, and four 2.2-litre turbo-diesel in the same trim levels.  

Pricing starts from $43,190 for the S petrol, climbing to $63,490 for the 

Platinum diesel. 

Although the diesel engine is carried over, it has been tinkered with to operate 

more efficiently with the new eight-speed automatic transmission which is 

standard fitment across the range.  

The 2.2-litre four-cylinder 'R' turbo-diesel churns out a respectable 147kW of 

power and a useful 440Nm of torque, which is available from 1750rpm to 

2750rpm. 

It had more than enough grunt for the North-East Victoria roads we put it over, 

including the reasonably flat Hume Freeway, the Melba/Maroondah/Goulburn 



Valley/Midland Highways, plus our usual twisty, hilly 

Wodonga/Beechworth/Stanley/Yackandandah test loop, the area known as the 

Ovens Goldfields District.  

Kia stylists have done a wonderful job in achieving near-compact looks for a 

large people-mover that can devour eight passengers and a fair swag of luggage 

but run a tape measure over it and it is big.  

Carnival only stands 1755mm tall (including the standard roof rails), but it sits 

on a long 3060mm wheelbase, is 5115mm in length, and is 1985mm wide.  

Yes, it is a large vehicle, but its proportions, inside and out, are well balanced. 

Instead of our usual Albury-Wodonga to Albury-Wodonga review loop via 

Leneva, Wooragee and Beechworth, we decided to do the loop in reverse, 

meaning a leisurely drive down the Kiewa Valley Highway to Kergunyah 

South, then turning right onto the Dederang Road to Bruarong, the Tunnel Gap 

Road to Mudgegonga, then left onto the Myrtleford-Yackandandah Road.  

Just north of Barwidgee village we turned right onto the Myrtleford-Stanley 

Road which took us to the town of Stanley with its popular historic pub, then to 

the historic North-East Victoria gold mining town of Beechworth.  

The steep, windy, and hilly climb from Barwidgee to Stanley through the 

picturesque Mount Stanley Pine Plantation gave us the opportunity to put both 

the Carnival's mildly-tweaked suspension and eight-speed automatic 

transmission to the test.  

Kia Australia technicians have re-tuned the Carnival's suspension to make it feel 

more planted and confident yet remaining compliant and comfortable enough to 

absorb most of the bumps and thumps well before they can be transmitted to the 

spacious cabin.  

Across this section of road, the Carnival steered nicely enough, with plenty of 

feedback through the well-weighted steering wheel, and the four-wheel-disc 

brakes did their all in bringing the scenery to a quick stop when called upon.  

Standard driver and safety aids included Autonomous Emergency Braking with 

Forward Collision Warning, and Electronic Stability Control and all the tech 

that now comes with that system.  

Other standard safety features included Lane Departure Warning and Smart 

Cruise Control, auto headlights, and front, side, and curtain airbags. 



The eight-speed automatic shifted smoothly and intuitively to ensure the 

carryover diesel engine kept within its sweet spot, but on the much steeper 

sections we did revert to manual shift mode to keep the momentum up.  

On the freeway, or mainly flat B and C roads, you have the option of switching 

to 'Active Eco' mode which automatically adjusts engine power, reprograms the 

transmission’s shift points, and limits the power of the heating and ventilation 

systems in order to maximise fuel efficiency. 

The eight-speeder's wider spread of ratios has helped rein in fuel consumption, 

with our turbo-diesel returning 7.7 litres per 100 kilometres (Kia claims 

7.6L/100km).  

Either way, they are impressive figures for such a large vehicle which can seat 

up to eight and carry a fair swag of gear.  

And what a comfortable, laid-back, flexible, quality, and airy cabin the Carnival 

has. 

Our Platinum, as the name suggests, tester came with ‘the lot’, including LED 

auto-levelling headlights with high beam assist, LED taillights, Blind Spot 

Monitor, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Lane Departure Warning, a 360-degree 

camera, an eight-speaker JBL Premium sound system, standard sat-nav, two 

glove boxes, a fully-adjustable, multi-function steering wheel, radar cruise 

control, a deep, lidded central bin with a 12-volt outlet and a fast-charger USB 

port, rear privacy glass, outboard ISOFIX mounts for the second row of seats, 

overhead air vents for rows two and three, myriad cup holders, bottle holders, 

pockets and hidey-holes.  

There were 12-volt, AUX and USB ports for the driver and front and rear seat 

passengers, roof rails, 19-inch, 10-spoke chrome wheels shod with 235/55 R19 

tyres, a 7-inch multi-function display for the driver, and an auto-dimming 

interior rear view mirror. 

Other niceties included front fog lights and a rear roof spoiler, as well as a 

cooled glove box, tri-zone air-con, front and rear parking sensors, electric 

sliding side doors, electrically-adjustable, heated and ventilated front seats, 

sunshade blinds for the second and third row, and a Smart-function electric-

opening rear gate.  

Stand close to the door with the key in your pocket, and the door raises.  

Very clever.  



The clean, fuss-free dash and door trims were covered in soft-touch materials, 

and the central eight-inch multi-media system was easy to navigate and offered 

almost instant connectivity.  

The standard rear-view and 360-deg around-view cameras offered excellent 

clarity.  

Considering its dedicated role as a people-mover, there was heaps of space in all 

three rows, all the seats were comfortable and well bolstered, all passengers got 

a good view of everything going on around them, and those that got to clamber 

onto the third-row had easy access via clever middle-row seats that folded and 

flipped for ease of entry or exit through the large sliding side doors.  

When it comes to cabin flexibility, Carnival has it in spades, being a versatile 

eight-seater that converts seamlessly to a two-seat van if required. 

The middle seat in row two unclips and can be removed, allowing row three 

passengers to simply walk through, while the auto sliding side doors provide 

unbeatable access, especially in tight parking spots. 

It really is a big vehicle and can be a challenge to precision park, but its 11.7-

metre turning circle, around view monitor, rear view camera, dipping driver’s 

door mirror, and small overhangs do help. 

The third row can fold completely flat to provide a large cargo area, while the 

centre seat in the second row can be removed or simply folded down to provide 

additional cup holder storage for rear passengers. 

The second row can also be made to 'stand up straight’ to allow easier access to 

the third row.  

With all seats occupied the Carnival's cargo hold is an impressive 960 litres and 

grows to 2220 litres with the third row seats lowered, and a massive 4022 litres 

when all rear passenger seats are stowed.  

Unfortunately, the Carnival comes with a temporary spare wheel which is not 

our cup of tea.  

There is no denying the Kia Carnival is an impressive vehicle.  

Complaints were few, compliments were many.  

If you do need a vehicle to move a sizeable family, lots of friends and hanger-

ons around the city, suburbs, the countryside, or to an historic spot like the 

Ovens Goldfields District - and in lounge room space, quietness and comfort - 

Carnival is it.  



The Ovens Goldfields District includes the towns, villages, hamlets and farming 

communities of Chiltern, Woolshed (Falls), Wooragee, Yackandandah, Stanley, 

and Buckland, with both Yackandandah and ‘capital’ Beechworth the best 

preserved. 

In its golden days, men and women arrived in Beechworth from all corners of 

the globe, including China.  

At its peak, the town had over 20,000 residents. 

Surrounding areas and mining camps sprang up as thousands of miners rushed 

into areas such as Spring Creek, Reedy Creek, Silver Creek, the Nine Mile 

Creek, and the Woolshed, increasing the population on the Ovens to around 

22,000.  

During its boom times, Beechworth boasted a range of industries including a 

tannery, jewellers, boot makers, a brewery, blacksmiths, and a livestock sale 

yards.  

It had schools, a convent, hotels, a prison with imposing stone walls, a hospital, 

a mental hospital, court house, police barracks, stage coach companies, and a 

powder magazine. 

Many of these remain to this day.  

The Burke Museum, named after Robert O’Hara Burke of Burke and Wills 

fame who was a senior police inspector in the district from 1854 to 1857, is a 

rich source of the town’s, and the surrounding district’s, rich past.  

Source materials and displays include newspapers, photos, artefacts, clothing, 

paintings, exhibitions, published local histories and unpublished theses on the 

district, and displays dating back to the gold discoveries, early Chinese miners, 

and workings of the 1850s.  

In its golden heyday from 1852–1857, the Ovens Goldfields District was a 

fabulous gold region and centre of government, but its power, wealth and 

influence were short lived.  

At its wildest moments of gold discoveries, a party of prospectors retrieved a 

pan of gold weighing 14 pounds (6.4 kg).  

Another lucky party cleared 50 pounds (23 kg) of gold in a week.  

And so, began the rush into this once remote region.  

During the first election campaign in 1855, one candidate, Daniel Cameron, 

rode a horse shod with solid gold horseshoes. 



The extravagance of this event is still commemorated and the logo for 

Beechworth is a golden horseshoe. 

Today, Beechworth and surrounds is one of Victoria’s most popular tourist 

destinations and it can well cater for them courtesy of excellent accommodation, 

fine or plain dining, interesting retail outlets, antique shops, a famous bakery 

and sweets shop and, of course, magnificent historic buildings, many of which 

are located in the town’s historic precinct.  

Just as many diggers were winners on the gold fields (thousands were not), 

Kia’s Carnival is also a winner - by the proverbial country mile.  

There is no denying the flagship Carnival Platinum is a luxurious piece of kit, 

coming with everything under the sun – except a sunroof, which is optional. 

Also optional is premium paint which costs $695. 

It is by no means cheap, but it is a smooth and quiet, well-engineered vehicle 

that, in diesel form, is perfect for large families living in regional and rural area. 

It drove beautifully on the freeway and it was particularly well behaved on the 

rural roads we punted it across. 

Carnival, like all Kias, comes with a seven year/unlimited kilometre warranty 

and 12-month service intervals with capped price servicing which, over seven 

years, costs $3657. 

 

Price: Kia Carnival 2.2 Platinum diesel, from $63,490 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 2.2-litre in-line four-cylinder CRDi turbo-diesel 

Power: 147kW at 3800rpm 

Torque: 440Nm at 1750-2750rpm  

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 7.8L/100km diesel  

Fuel tank capacity: 80 litres 

Towing capacity: 2000kg braked 

Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS  



Albury-Wodonga - McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton - Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666  

Wagga - Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688  

Wangaratta - Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5722 9898 


