
Q3 the perfect  

country touring 

lockdown-easer 

 

SHORT or long drives, depending on what state you live in, are now permitted 

following the easing of some pandemic restrictions. 

 

If, as we do, live on the border of Victoria and New South Wales, then you need 

to be au fait with the rules of the state you reside. 

 

In NSW you could drive across town, but you were not permitted to travel hours 

from your residence, while Victorians could travel anywhere throughout the 

state, but they had to return to their place of residence the same day. 

 

All that changes on June 1, with no restrictions on travel either side of the 

border.  

 

For us here at Wodonga-based thecountrydriver.com, that means we can still 

pursue our goal of driving every freeway, every highway, every road, and every 

laneway in our region, which is a big ask given that North-East Victoria and the 

Southern Riverina region of New South Wales is vast. 

 

We have already ticked off the one freeway (Hume Freeway), and all the 

highways (Murray Valley, Olympic, Riverina, Midland, Kiewa Valley, Omeo 

and ‘Old 31’, the Hume). 

 

Almost all of the major Victorian roads have been ticked also, but for this 

drive/review we revisited one of our favourites, and along for the ride was a 

2020 Audi Q3 35 TFSI, resplendent in Florett silver metallic ($1250 extra) with 

black interior and coming with an optional Comfort package which added 

another $2600 to the overall sticker price of $50,250, plus on road costs. 

 

The package added to the Q3’s already generous list of standard kit heated, 

electric front seats with electric lumbar support, heated and folding exterior rear 

view mirrors with passenger side kerb function, an auto dimming interior rear 

view mirror, and adaptive cruise control with emergency assist. 

 

Our chosen road was the Granya (Gap) Road which ticks all the boxes for 

excitement and scenery. 

 

Oh. And fun! 

 



The Granya Road is a steep and windy sealed section which claws its way up 

and through the Mount Granya State Park, before dropping down to the Murray 

Valley Highway at Bullioh in the Upper Murray region of North-East Victoria. 

 

The road is 15-kilometres in length and is just under 950-metres at its highest 

point.  

 

Mount Granya State Park, which is located 60-kilometres east of Albury-

Wodonga in Victoria on the Great (Murray) River Road, is a dominant, 6140-

hectare outcrop in the Upper Murray landscape, its steep, forested slopes rising 

dramatically above the upper reaches of Lake Hume and surrounding valleys. 

 

The only sign of civilisation along the road is the farming community village of 

Granya at the northern end, a couple of farm houses scattered here and there, 

and a couple more at the southern end of the road. 

 

In between is the fun bit, perfect for vehicles such as a Q3 35 TFSI. 

 

This all-new, second-generation Q3 replaces the original model that went on 

sale in 2012. 

 

It is available in two variants – 1.4 35 TFSI 2WD priced from $46,400, and 

limited edition 1.4 TFSI 2WD Launch Edition, the latter wearing a sticker price 

of $52,750, plus the usual on-road costs. 

 

For the extra $6350, the Launch Edition adds metallic paint, body-coloured 

bumpers and wheel arches, a black styling package, 19-inch alloys, folding 

exterior mirrors and privacy glass. 

 

There are two Sportback variants as well. 

 

Rain fell on the day we pointed the Q3’s nose towards the Granya Road, but 

that was not going to put a dampener on the drive we had planned in advance, 

nor did the fact that the 1.4 35 TFSI Q3 is front-wheel-drive only. 

 

It is, after all, an Audi, and Audis are noted not only for their excellent straight 

line point-to-point ability, but their prowess in tackling such roads as the one 

which lay before us. 

 

While it was wonderful to have as many creature comforts as there were, the Q3 

is all about its drivetrain and running gear and the Granya Road was the perfect 



snaking ribbon of bitumen to put it through its paces, albeit at a reduced speed 

because of the slippery conditions. 

From Granya the road squirrels its way up the mountain, with nary one straight 

section, with the engine's ample 110kW of power and 250Nm of torque pulling 

the wagon up and through every left-right-left-right curve to the summit where 

the Mt Granya Rd (more a dirt track), takes you to the summit proper where 

there is a picnic area and lookout. 

Although tempting, we decided to stay on the bitumen. 

The amount of front-end grip the Q3 displayed was simply brilliant and all that 

torque was available from 1500rpm to 3500rpm, with no noticeable turbo lag. 

By letting the torque do the walk, it was just a case of point, steer and go, 

dabbing the brakes at the hairpins, and still having time to enjoy the scenery as 

it flashed by.  

The Q3’s well-balanced independent suspension gave a supple feel while also 

keeping the ride planted when rushing between bends, with some understeer felt 

when pushing around tighter corners. 

The Q3 came with a full suite of driver aides to help keep everything pointed in 

the right direction.  

The progressive power steering always let us know where the front wheels were 

pointed, the 18-inch, five spoke alloy wheels were shod with grippy 235/55R18 

Bridgestone Alenza tyres. and the meaty four-wheel-disc brakes did a 

wonderful job of slowing things down in a hurry. 

Going down the other side of the mountain was just as much fun, and one must 

thank the Shire of Towong for keeping this interconnecting mountain road in 

such excellent condition. 

At the Murray Valley Highway intersection at Bullioh we turned right towards 

Tallangatta, the town that moved in the 1950s.  

And where did it move from? 

Old Tallangatta, of course, and at a roadside lookout just east of the Murray 

Valley/Omeo Highway intersection, you can still make out the old town's streets 

that are etched in the rich, alluvial soil where the town once stood. 



But you can only see the street 'map' when the waters of Lake Hume have 

receded enough. 

It was the raising of the lake for downstream irrigation purposes that prompted 

authorities to up stumps and move the town to higher ground.  

From the lookout it was an easy drive back to Albury-Wodonga, following the 

Murray Valley Highway and, for most of the way, the High Country Rail Trail.  

A railway line ran from Wodonga to the Upper Murray township of Cudgewa 

between 1921 and 1981. 

The highway skirts the once whistle-stop railway sidings of 'new' Tallangatta, 

Huon, Ebden, Bonegilla, and Bandiana, before ending in the Rural City of 

Wodonga.  

The Q3 rode beautifully - helped in no small way by those comfortable heated 

seats - on both the Hume Freeway and on the B400, the Murray Valley 

Highway. 

 

And it was just as comfortable and docile around town. 

 

Performance from the 1.4-litre turbo petrol engine is best described as adequate, 

but it does more with its mediocre outputs than some engines boasting much 

more power and torque. 

  

There is enough under foot for regular day-to-day driving and, while 

performance can be a bit tardy from traffic lights, once the engine hits that 

1500rpm it lifts the wagon’s skirts and takes off. 

 

The dual clutch, six-speed S tronic transmission, is a tad slow shifting between 

the lower gears, but it is otherwise a good marriage with the small capacity 

engine. 

 

As far as a daily drive goes, no worries.  

 

The Q3’s typical Teutonic, premium, cabin was easy to live with, the SUV’s 

glasshouse offering all aboard a great view of the surrounds, plus ample head, 

leg and shoulder room – front and rear. 

 

The additional cabin space is thanks to Volkswagen Group’s MQB platform, 

which has added 77mm to the vehicle’s wheelbase. 

 

 



Noise levels were so-so, comfort levels high, with the blend of new technology, 

clean, simple lines, and a high-quality feel adding to the element of luxury. 

 

The Q3 was just as enjoyable to drive around town as it was to drive out of 

town, with the lively turbo engine and S tronic transmission adding to the 

experience.  

 

Front and rear parking sensors, a rear view camera, large exterior rear view 

mirrors, short overhangs, compact dimensions, good ground clearance and a 

tight turning circle made wheeling it around crowded shopping centre carparks 

and down narrow streets and laneways a breeze. 

 

And there was more than enough standard fare to keep everyone on board 

happy and entertained. 

 

Its infotainment and connectivity were excellent, with a 10.25-inch digital 

cluster – virtual cockpit in Audi speak – and a 10.1-inch touchscreen nicely 

integrated into a minimalistic dashboard design. 

 

Additional features included leather trim, heated front seats, MMI navigation 

plus with MMI touch, DAB+ digital radio, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, 

wireless smartphone charging, natural language voice control, both USB-A and 

USB-C charging points front and rear, rear passenger air vents, Bluetooth phone 

connectivity, an electric park brake, and Audi connect plus. 

 

A rearrangement of some controls is appreciated, and we also liked the sat-nav 

interface update. 

 

Cabin storage included a deep glovebox, bottle and map door pockets, oddment 

trays and several bins, plus a tray each side of the rear bench seat. 

The rear seat can be split 40:20:40 and slides fore/aft in a 150mm range. 

Boot space has increased by 70 litres, now up to 530 litres (1525 litres with the 

rear seats folded flat), but only a temporary spare resides beneath the boot floor. 

The cargo hold boasts two deep side bins and four tie-down hooks. 

Outside, we were spoiled with adaptive LED headlights and dynamic rear 

indicators and tail lights, an electric tailgate with gesture control, roof rails, and 

full keyless entry and start. 

 



Standard driver assistance safety systems include Autonomous Emergency 

Braking with cyclist and pedestrian detection, lane departure warning, lane 

change warning, rear cross-traffic assist, tyre pressure monitors, hill descent, 

rear seat ISOFIX mounts, and six airbags.  

As an inner city/suburban runabout or a rural tourer, the Q3 is a compelling 

package, blending good performance, fuel economy, luxury, technology, 

practicality, and design.  

 

Hitting the on-board computer button back at the Q3’s digs in Melbourne 

showed that, after a week of highway, byway and suburban driving (including 

that blast across the Granya Road), we averaged an amazing fuel use of 6.8 

litres per 100 kilometres.  

 

That was .4L/100kmh under Audi’s claim of 7.2L/100km.  

 

Well done us! 

 

Pity we only had the Q3 for a week as our little corner of the world boasts some 

of the best driver’s roads in the country, all of which would have been happy to 

accommodate the very likeable German SUV.  

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Audi Australia 

Price: Audi Q3 35 TSI, $46,400 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 1.4-litre TFSI, four-cylinder, turbo petrol 

Power: 110kW at 5000-6000rpm 

Torque: 250Nm at 1500-3500rpm 

Transmission: Six-speed S tronic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel consumption: 7.2L/100km 95RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 63 litres  

Towing capacity: 2000kg braked  

Warranty: 3 years/unlimited kilometres  

  

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Audi dealerships  



Albury-Wodonga – Audi Alessi, 609 Hume Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

0820 

Shepparton – Audi Centre Shepparton, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5811   

Wagga – Audi Centre Wagga, 52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6655  

 


