
YEAR-to-date, MPV, or multi-passenger vehicle, sales in Australia stand at 

8338, 579 fewer than for the corresponding period in 2018. 

Automotive industry statistician, VFACTS, lists 15 entries in the people mover 

segment, 12 priced under $60,000, three over $60,000. 

Top dog in the segment is the Kia Carnival, with Honda’s long-serving Odyssey 

a distant second. 

These figures beggar the question: ‘when will the people-mover disappear into 

motoring folklore’? 

Hopefully, never. 

Toyota for one thinks not, or not in the foreseeable future, as it is soon to 

replace its once-dominant Tarago with the luxury Granvia, and while Carnival 

and Odyssey continue to sell in reasonable numbers, their respective 

manufacturers will hold on for as long as they can also. 

The five or seven seater SUV has consumed Aussie buyers, but the SUV loses 

out in functionality and practicality when it comes to moving people in comfort 

and space. 

And it is in these prime areas where families with nous will choose a people 

mover over an SUV any time. 

The subject of this review/road trip is a Honda Odyssey 2.4 VTi-L, one of two 

Odyssey variants which received significant upgrades at the end of 2017. 

The other variant is the 2.4 VTi. 

Headlined by the introduction of Honda Sensing driver-assist technology and 

towing capability on the flagship and top-selling VTi-L, the refreshed range’s 

raft of changes included exterior and interior updates, and improvements in 

NVH (noise, vibration, harshness) levels. 

While the SUV is the flavour of the past decade and probably will be for 

another – or two, the people mover is still relevant for those wanting no-

compromise seating, with the Odyssey offering seating for seven (VTi-L) or 

eight (VTi). 

The Odyssey has been around since 1994 and is now in its fifth-generation, with 

the entry VTi priced from $37,990 (plus on-road costs), and the VTi-L from 

$47,590 (plus on-road costs). 



The $9600 premium does get you a lot more standard kit, despite the VTi-L 

missing out on one seat. 

After collecting my super platinum metallic VTi-L from its digs in the 

Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park, I pointed its nose north east and followed the 

Hume Freeway to just north of the village of Beveridge, birthplace of 

murderous bushranger Ned Kelly. 

Just north I veered left onto the Northern Highway, passing through Wallan and 

the historic township of Kilmore, before joining the Kilmore-Broadford Road 

(Old Hume Highway 31) which would take me to Broadford. 

My aim was to drive to my home base of Albury-Wodonga following as much 

as possible (in reverse) the route taken by motoring pioneers Herbert Thomson 

and Edward Holmes on their epic drive from Bathurst in New South Wales to 

Melbourne in 1900. 

While I was safely and comfortably warm cocooned inside my (almost) whisper 

quiet MPV (ambient temperature was 6-deg), my thoughts were with Thomson 

and Holmes who drove the 794 kilometres in a steam-powered, two-seater, open 

top phaeton with no creature comforts whatsoever. 

I, on the other hand, was treated to three-zone climate control, LED head, 

daytime running, and fog lamps, leather-clad seats (fronts were heated and 

powered), built-in sat-nav, keyless entry and push-button start, power windows, 

an electrochromatic interior rear-view mirror, a quality audio system, auto 

wipers and dusk-sensing headlights, parking sensors, a rear-view camera, and 

cruise control. 

Plus, more. Lots more, including enough tech to sink a battleship. 

And did I mention a roof, windows and doors? 

They drove an open buggy body with four wheels, a steering tiller, and a 

kerosene-fuelled steam engine for motive power. 

No brakes, no windshield, no transmission. 

If they needed to climb a hill, one of them had to crawl under the ‘vehicle’ and 

move a leather drive belt to a different pulley. 

Then move it back once they were back ‘on the flat’. 

What a difference 119 years makes. 



My Odyssey VTi-L also came with the full suite of Honda Sensing safety 

technology comprising autonomous emergency braking (AEB), adaptive cruise 

control, lane-departure warning, blind-spot monitoring, lane-keep assist, rear 

cross-traffic alert, 360-degree around view camera, and road-departure 

mitigation. 

The Thomson-designed-and-built steam car - Australia’s first car – boasted 5 

horsepower from its two cylinder, vertical compound engine. 

My 2.4-litre four-cylinder petrol engine developed a healthy 129kW of power 

and 225Nm of torque, with a CVT transmission helping to keep everything on 

the boil. 

The Old Hume Highway, or Route 31, runs (almost) parallel to and between the 

Sydney-Melbourne railway line and the Hume Freeway, but instead of being 

dull and boring, ‘Old 31’ criss-crosses the landscape, and passing through the 

same towns and now cities Thomson and Holmes did. 

Once through Broadford, my drive then took me through Tallarook, Seymour, 

Mangalore, Avenel, Locksley, Longwood and Euroa. 

Victoria’s first inland town to be surveyed, Violet Town, was followed by 

Baddaginnie and the now rural city of Benalla. 

Winton, home of Winton Motor Raceway, and Glenrowan, site of the Kelly 

Gang siege in 1880, are between Benalla and the cathedral city of Wangaratta, 

the western gateway to the Victorian snowfields, the Milawa Gourmet Region 

and King Valley wineries, and also the starting (or ending) point of the Great 

Alpine Road and the Snowy Valleys Way. 

Springhurst, Chiltern and Barnawartha completed the civilisation part of the 

drive before I arrived home. 

This scenic drive added an extra 45 or so minutes to the trip, but it is well worth 

the time. 

The Odyssey did it in ease as the only ‘strain’ on the drivetrain was the gradual 

climb out of Wallan up what is known as Pretty Sally, a dormant volcanic cone 

529-metres above sea level in the Great Dividing Range.   

Odyssey’s real test was to come, with a lazy drive around our regular 153-

kilometre test loop which includes the Ovens Goldfields district and the historic 

gold rush towns of Beechworth, Yackandandah and Stanley. 

 



This is a great drive any time of year but in spring it is just magical as the 

blossoms on the fruit trees in the Stanley area present a far different 

kaleidoscope than what you see in winter. 

It is four years since the Honda Odyssey made a radical departure from being a 

low slung, sexy-looking family-mover to a big, proper people-mover with lots 

of space for passengers and their luggage.  

The Odyssey nameplate has been around since 1994 and while the fourth - or 

previous - generation found favour with a lot of families due to that low stance 

and more carlike driveability, this current outing really is a big improvement, 

despite some shortcomings.  

Also in 2017 Honda added some more goodies to the equipment list of the 

flagship VTi-L and while its showroom sticker priced jumped $450, the ask for 

the base VTi remained as was. 

But, could Honda have done more?  

Yes, and where better to put the VTi-L through its paces than in the 1850’s 

gold-rush region of North-East Victoria, so finding a starting point for our 

adventure was difficult, given that the Odyssey had to be collected from its 

Melbourne lodgings before we could begin.  

The Odyssey cruised quietly and effortlessly along the Hume Freeway to 

Albury-Wodonga and later in the week the Wodonga to Beechworth and the 

Beechworth to Myrtleford Roads via Stanley. 

The Odyssey’s large glasshouse offered excellent all-round vision, and its well-

bolstered leather seats with fold-down armrests plenty of comfort.  

The all-bells-and-whistles seven-seater VTi-L gave me plenty in terms of 

equipment - including an electric sunroof - and safety aids. 

The 129kW/225Nm 2.4-litre 'Earth Dreams' naturally-aspirated four-cylinder 

engine with auto idle/stop function, was mated to a CVT (Continuously 

Variable Transmission) with standard steering wheel paddles.  

Drive was through the front wheels. 

Honda claims a fuel consumption of 7.8 litres per 100 kilometres of 91RON, 

but the closest we came after a week’s driving was 8.6L/100km, still 

exceptional given that the VTi-L weighed in at almost 1.9 tonnes, plus 

passengers.  



The first big test was the Mount Stanley Lookout located off the Stanley-

Myrtleford Road and while the road is fairly steep and windy, it was a relatively 

easy run for the Odyssey considering its weight and its average engine outputs.  

Thankfully the quick-to-respond CVT was able to keep the revs up, but at times 

flicking through the indirects via the standard paddle shifters was the best way 

to keep the engine on the boil.  

This unsealed road is narrow, windy, sometimes rutted, and it was dusty, despite 

snow having fallen the previous week.  

The Odyssey's MacPherson strut front/torsion beam rear suspension set-up 

handled the conditions very well, soaking up most of the bumps, thumps and 

corrugations well before they could be transmitted to the interior.  

Ride comfort was only challenged by the biggest of bumps. 

The Odyssey's electric power steering, though dull, was sharp and turned the 

almost five metre long vehicle into tight corners crisply enough, while the full 

suite of driver aids, coupled with a meaty set of four-wheel disc brakes, kept 

everything pointed in the right direction. 

It was no sports machine, but it did feel light on its feet and it displayed little 

body roll.  

Our dressed-to-kill VTi-L, which now wears a new-look front mask with dark 

chrome upper grille and black three-bar lower grille, sat on 17-inch alloy 

wheels, had electric sliding side doors, privacy glass for the rear as well as rear 

window blinds, keyless entry and start, leather trim, a six-speaker sound system,  

and front, side and reversing cameras.  

Other standard kit included electric adjustable and heated front seats, puddle 

lamps, sliding captain chairs for the middle row (ISOFIX compatible), sat-nav, 

auto LED headlights, front fog lamps, smart parking assist, and walk-through 

access from front to rear.  

The minimalistic, easy-to-navigate dash was highlighted by a 7-inch 

touchscreen (no Apple CarPlay or Android Auto though), plus there was 

Bluetooth, USB and HDMI connectivity. 

History lesson completed, the nose of the Odyssey was pointed for home, with a 

few questions asked of our passengers along the way, such as were there any 

complaints about the vehicle's comfort or lack of space. 

No complaints at all, with everyone surprised at just how spacious it was and 

how it handled itself over all types of road surfaces.  



And there should not have been any complaints of room as the Odyssey packed 

a lot of space within its somewhat compact dimensions.  

What everyone did agree on however was the constant drone of the CVT at low 

speed.  

More insulation please, Mr Honda.  

The seven-seat VTi-L offered plenty of space for rear seat passengers to enter 

and exit, with the two captain's chairs able to be slid back and forward or, 

cleverly, side to side to open even more space for those clambering onto the 

third row.  

And don't think for one minute that the back row in the vehicle is a kid's-only 

zone.  

No. Even I had little trouble clambering in and getting myself seated, surprised 

at the amount of head and leg room back there.  

And there were overhead or foot air-con vents for all passengers.  

The middle seats had fold-down armrests and pull-up leg rests, plus the rear 

passenger area was flush with cup holders, bins, hidey holes and seat-back 

pockets. 

The rearmost seats, or at least their seatbelt buckles, did present a problem as it 

was difficult to clip in the belt with a child seat fitted.  

It would have been a lot easier had the buckle had a rigid stalk. 

Back at home base and with the Odyssey void of back-seat passengers, I was 

able to spend more time checking over and under this sexy-looking people-

mover resplendent in its metallic paintwork and wearing side skirts and a sports 

grille.  

I was now able to flip, fold, slide and stow the seats to create a vast cargo space.  

With all seats upright there was 330 litres at my disposal, but once the rear seats 

were folded back and dropped into the boot well and the captain's chairs slid 

forward, this increased five-fold.   

While this seems all good and clever, Honda engineers still had to put a spare 

wheel somewhere, and that somewhere is in a well just behind the front seats, 

resulting in having to move front and second row passengers to extract it. 



There were no complaints as far as the driver's lot was concerned, with the 

instruments being easy to read (a digital speedo would have been nice) and all 

other controls falling easily to hand, including the stubby gear lever which 

protruded out of the dash.  

Immediately to its right was the start/stop button. 

Below were the auxiliary outlets, a handy adjustable tray for keys, phone etc, 

plus two pull-out cup holders. 

Driver and front seat passenger had walk-through access on an almost flat floor 

to the rear.  

Both electric sliding side doors could be opened or closed from the instrument 

panel or from the key fob, there was an overhead sun glasses holder, a self-

dipping interior rear view mirror, a large glove box, and power everything.  

The Odyssey made do with an annoying, foot-operated emergency brake. 

Standard safety gear included front, side and curtain airbags, reverse cross 

traffic alert, and blind spot monitoring, plus there were LED Daytime Running 

Lights and LED Active Cornering Lights. 

Those shopping for a proper people-mover rather than a converted van don't 

have much choice. 

There is the big-selling Kia Carnival, or the Odyssey.  

I like the Odyssey in that it is compact, therefore more manoeuvrable, yet offers 

an abundance of interior room.  

It is also sensible and, being a Honda, it was beautifully put together. 

Yes, it could do with more power and torque, a finer tune of the suspension, 

some extra padding to absorb some of that transmission drone, and a re-think of 

the rear seatbelt buckles, but there was little else to dislike. 

But, is the people-mover days nearly over? 

We think not. At least not in the foreseeable future. 

 

 

 

Price: Honda Odyssey 2.4 VTi-L $47,590 plus on-road costs  



Engine: 2.4-litre SOHC i-VTEC four-cylinder turbo-petrol  

Power: 129kW at 6200rpm  

Torque: 225Nm at 4000rpm  

Transmission: CVT automatic. Front-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 8.6L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 55 litres  

Towing capacity: 1000kg braked  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HONDA 

DEALERSHIPS  

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

8400  

Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5833 

Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
 


