
THE Nissan X-Trail has long been a favourite of Australian medium SUV 

buyers, especially those living in rural areas. 

 

It has been around since 2000 and is in its third generation, but any initial 

doubts I had about Nissan’s then new SUV were dismissed in 2001 (it was 

replacing the underwhelming Terrano II after all) when the first-generation 

landed here, with Nissan Australia holding its national press launch in North-

East Victoria. 

 

Nothing unusual about that you may say, but to prove the toughness and off-

road capabilities of its latest outing, Nissan’s PR department took us motoring 

scribes on a drive to Falls Creek snow resort where we overnighted, drove back 

the mountain to Mount Beauty township, then along an almost indistinguishable 

set of tracks that wended their way across the northern slopes of the Alpine 

National Park below Mount Bogong, Victoria’s highest mountain at 1986-

metres, before emerging in a clearing high above the sub-alpine town of Mitta 

Mitta on the Omeo Highway. 

 

To say it was a hair-raising ride is an understatement and one I will never 

forget. 

 

It proved to all along for that ride that the X-Trail was just as tough as its Patrol 

cousin but had the compact dimensions, tight turning circle and off-road 

capabilities to take on heavily timbered and steep countryside - and win. 

 

When my time in a third generation Ti was slotted into my schedule, it was my 

intent to drive from Mitta Mitta to the SEC track turn-off and follow it up onto 

the plateau overlooking the sleepy little town which was just visible in the 

valley below to the north. 

 

Snow and track closures for winter in that neck of the woods unfortunately put 

paid to that adventure, now to find another ‘x’ trail. 

 



Fortunately, several tracks were close at hand in the Baranduda Regional Park, a 

408-hectare mountain range to the south of the city of Wodonga. 

 

Its highest point is Mount Baranduda which is 768-metres above sea level and 

home to a number of telecommunication towers. 

 

The X-Trail has come a long way since 2001, and even 2007 when the second 

generation launched, being tougher, lighter, more powerful, more sophisticated 

and way more comfortable. 

 

It is now in its third generation (launched 2013) and received a facelift in 2017 

and despite being a little softer in its presentation and on, and off, road 

demeanor, it remains one tough nut. 

 

The Ti is the show pony of the petrol all-wheel-drive variants and wears a price 

tag of $45,040, plus the usual on-road costs. 

 

There are 10 X-Trails to choose from, eight petrol, two diesels, with the 2.0ST 

2WD petrol priced from $29,490 (plus on-roads), and the 2.0TL AWD diesel 

priced from $48,040 (plus on-roads). 

 

There are two seven-seat variants available: 2.5 ST 2WD petrol, and 2.5 ST-L 

2WD petrol. 

 

My Ti all-wheel-drive petrol finished in Ruby Red paintwork with black leather 

interior trim, shared a similar platform but was noticeably higher and longer 

than the 2-litre Qashqai I had stepped out of. 

 

The Ti was powered by a 2.5-litre petrol engine and I had the added advantage 

of auto four-wheel-drive, but there were a lot of similarities between the two 

and I did not need to familiarise myself with anything before pointing the X-

Trail’s nose north east - and home. 



 

The X-Trail is starting to show its age in certain areas, the foot-operated park 

brake being a prime example, but it is still a staple of the medium SUV buying 

public and it does have certain tricks up its sleeves, such as Nissan’s Intelligent 

4x4 control system. 

 

Previously a boxy, serious off-roader, the latest generation X-Trail is still quite 

happy to gets its feet wet and play in the mud, only this time it does so in style 

courtesy of an enlarged Nissan signature V-motion grille, updated headlights 

with LED daytime running lights (my Ti came with LED headlights and tail 

lights as standard), and new 19-inch alloy wheels. 

 

The Ti’s interior was as homely and as familiar as the Qashqai Ti’s, only I – and 

my passengers - got to enjoy more leg, shoulder and headroom thanks to the X-

Trail’s larger cabin. 

 

The Ti was fitted with a 126kW/226Nm, normally-aspirated, four-cylinder 

petrol engine mated to a CVT auto, driving just the front wheels or, when in 

Auto mode, distributing up to 50 per cent power to the rear wheels when 

required, such as driving on wet, slippery roads, or in snow. 

 

To really get a grip on things you can switch to 4x4 Lock mode by turning the 

same rotary dial on the centre console. 

 

My drive back to Albury-Wodonga was not via the Hume Freeway, but via the 

Metropolitan Ring Road from Keilor Park to Greensborough, then through 

Melbourne’s outer leafy suburbs, through pretty Warrandyte, then across 

country to the township of Yarra Glen which sits in the picturesque Yarra 

Valley. 

 

My route then followed the Melba, Goulburn Valley and Maroondah Highways 

to the former railway village of Merton, where I turned left and travelled 

through the heart of the spectacular Strathbogie Ranges to Euroa. 



 

These highways and byways gave me a chance to appreciate just how far the X-

Trail has come since my first encounter all those years ago. 

 

Its 2.5-litre engine’s power and torque was more than adequate to allow me to 

scamper up that excellent hilly, windy section of Melba Highway between 

Dixons Creek and the Kinglake/Toolangi intersection (providing you can get a 

decent run at it without being baulked by other traffic) but it did work hard in 

the steeper pinches where it became more vocal. 

 

The CVT did its best to keep everything on the boil but once I hit level ground 

things settled down and cabin peace was restored. 

 

The chassis dynamics were to be put to the test on the steep downhill run from 

Merton to the valley floor which wends its way through stunning countryside to 

Euroa. 

 

As stated earlier, Nissan has ‘softened’ the X-Trail so that it drives more car-

like. 

 

For a tall all-wheel-drive SUV it handled, steered and accelerated surprisingly 

well, with the full suite of driver aids and other tech which Nissan prides itself 

on, working to keep everything pointed in the right direction. 

 

As a family SUV the X-Trail’s independent front/multi-link rear suspension is 

dialed for a soft, supple ride, with little body roll and good grip. 

 

Nissan’s braking tech includes a system that nips the four-wheel-discs during 

corners and over big bumps, but the 19-inch tyres did crash into bigger bumps 

and kicked up a din on coarse chip bitumen. 

 



On the smoother Hume Freeway between Euroa and Albury-Wodonga, engine 

and wind noise were not an issue. 

 

The Ti’s raft of safety features included forward collision warning, intelligent 

emergency braking, blind spot warning, rear cross traffic alert, lane departure 

warning, intelligent emergency braking with pedestrian detection, intelligent 

lane intervention, an intelligent around view monitor with moving object 

detection, and intelligent cruise control. 

 

While I was keeping an eye on the road ahead or on the rear-view mirrors, the 

majority of those aforementioned safety items were watching what was going 

on around me. 

 

On good rural roads you won’t need 4WD, but as the X-Trail’s 4x4 system has 

Auto mode, this is where I left the central dial, letting the system itself decide 

where and when to shuffle the power. 

 

More like set and forget. 

 

If you love driving and appreciate the finer things in life, you will love the Ti 

variant as it comes with all the bells and whistles to make your drive that little 

bit more comfortable and relaxing. 

 

On my jaunt along the various highways I got to enjoy a heated steering wheel, 

an eight-speaker BOSE audio system, an electrically adjustable and heated seat, 

and a panoramic sunroof. 

 

The vehicle’s leather-appointed seats had heating for both rows (the passenger’s 

seat also had electric adjustment), but the outdated touchscreen infotainment 

unit did not have smartphone mirroring and Bluetooth music streaming, 

therefore no Apple CarPlay or Android Auto. 

 



Dual-zone climate control, and whatever warmth from the sun there was coming 

through the sunroof, kept me cosy and warm, considering the ambient 

temperature gauge was indicating 7-degrees, plus it was blowing a gale and it 

was raining. 

 

After I stopped at Euroa for a lunch break, it was pleasing to climb back aboard 

knowing I had that heated steering wheel to return warmth to my hands. 

 

Back at home base in Albury-Wodonga, I had time to check out the rest of the 

Ti’s many features which included roof rails, an electric tailgate with motion-

sensing operation, its many storage options, and a 565-litre capacity cargo hold 

with a two level boot floor that could be expanded to 945-litres by folding the 

second row 60:40 split seat backs flat.   

 

The rear bench seat offered additional loading flexibility as it could also be 

folded, reclined and slid back or forth for carrying awkward items. 

 

Unfortunately, beneath the boot floor resided a space saver spare wheel. 

 

Freezing temperatures and rain – and, oh boy, do we need rain – were no 

dampeners for stopping a drive into the Baranduda Regional Park. 

 

Unfortunately, the park had other ideas as the inclement weather had forced 

track closures, there was debris everywhere, and even the main track to the 

summit was damaged, being almost unnegotiable. 

 

With something to prove, I turned off the Wodonga-Beechworth Road onto 

Ewarts Road and commenced a slow crawl upwards, passing Baranduda Falls 

and following the course of Indigo Creek to the junction of Basin Creek Track 

and Hodgson Lane. 

 



High winds and heavy rain forced my hand, so I turned back so as not to be 

caught by wash-aways or falling trees. 

 

The X-Trail’s decent tyres, 210mm of ground clearance, short overhangs and 

that torquey engine, were enough to see it easily scramble up, then down, 

surprisingly steep, slippery gravel slopes. 

 

Not once did I have to use the 4WD Lock function. 

 

The Ti was comfortable even on this really beaten up track, the suspension 

soaking up the ruts and potholes like a true champion. 

 

No, it had not lost any of that off-road toughness I remember that came with the 

first edition. 

 

It is arguably the best all-rounder in its class, and you would have no trouble 

taking it to that favourite off-the-beaten-track fishing or camping spot. 

 

The X-Trail was also easy to drive and manoeuvre in the twin cities, its compact 

dimensions, 11.3-metre turning circle, good, but not excellent, all-round vision, 

rear view camera, around-view monitor and array of other safety features, 

making it easy to reverse and to squeeze down narrow laneways. 

 

The Ti’s nicely presented cabin was commodious, well finished and had a 

pleasant mixture of hard and soft surfaces and there was no complaint from 

passengers in regards head, shoulder and leg room. 

 

Rear seat passengers got their own air vents and a fold-down centre armrest 

with cupholders, but no connectivity ports. 

 



The Ti was not short on standard equipment and came with everything I would 

want in a medium SUV for its asking price. 

 

LED headlights are a must for those living in rural areas, the Ti’s having auto-

levelling as well as high-beam assist and dusk-sensing auto on, plus it came 

with rain-sensing wipers, sat-nav, a digital radio, Bluetooth connectivity, a 

digital speedometer, rear privacy glass, and plenty of creature comforts. 

 

And the vehicle was relatively economical. 

 

After a week’s driving it returned 8.6-litres per 100-kilometres, as against 

Nissan’s claimed 8.3L/100km. 

 

The X-Trail, no matter what level of trim, is a decent, predictable, fuss-free, 

medium SUV that has plenty of space and comfort for five people, can carry 

lots of things, tow something up to 1500kg braked, and do a bit of off-roading. 

 

And that is probably why it has sold, and still sells, so well. 

 

The Ti adds the icing to make your journey just that little more relaxing and 

comfortable. 

 

Look past the foot-operated emergency brake and the fact that the X-Trail falls 

short in some tech, and there are plenty of other reasons why you could happily 

live with this likeable SUV for a very long time.   

 

 

Price: Nissan X-Trail 2.5-litre Ti AWD petrol $45,040 plus on-road costs  

 

Engine: 2.5-litre, DOHC, 16-valve, four-cylinder petrol  



 

Power: 126kW at 6000rpm  

 

Torque: 226Nm at 4400rpm  

 

Transmission: Xtronic CVT, all-wheel-drive  

 

Fuel use: 8.6L/100km 91RON  

 

Fuel tank capacity: 60 litres 

 

Towing capacity: 1500kg braked 

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA NISSAN 

DEALERSHIPS 

 

 

Albury-Wodonga - McRae Nissan, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555  

 

Mansfield - Martin's Garage, 52-54 Chenery Street, Mansfield Phone: (03) 5733 

1000 

 

Shepparton - Thompson Nissan, 340 Midland Highway, Shepparton Phone: (03) 

5822 2666  

 



Wagga - Riverina Nissan, 44-52 Dobney Avenue, Wagga Phone: (02) 6932 

6611 

 

Walla - Lieschke Nissan, 63 Commercial Street, Walla Walla Phone: (02) 6029 

2202  

 

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Nissan, 45-47 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 

5722 2000 

   

 

 


