
Seltos a herculean first up effort  

 

DEVASTATING bushfires which have ripped the heart out of a once picturesque 

Upper Murray region of Victoria and the southern slopes of the Southern Riverina 

region of New South Wales, has put the brakes on several of our favourite review 

roads. 

 

At the time of writing fires were still burning in the Alpine National Park and 

Upper Murray region and several communities are still either cut off from the 

outside world or are waiting for essential services to be restored. 

 

These villages and towns, like the countryside that surrounds them, will bounce 

back and once they are in a position to accept ‘outsiders’ we will be back to 

support them, just as we hope our readers, tourists and holiday makers will. 

 

If the town is ‘open for business’, visit. 

 

And that support could be as little as buying a coffee and muffin, a sandwich, 

something from the local Op shop, or topping the fuel tank. 

 

Please, don’t abandon them. Or our drought-affected farmers. 

 

Reviewed here is Kia’s new baby SUV, the Seltos and, in this case, the flagship 

GT-Line, one of five variants which hit the local small SUV market last October. 

 

Seltos (its name is derived from Celtos, the son of Hercules in Greek mythology), 

is available in four trim levels – entry S, Sport, Sport+ and range-topping GT-

Line. 
 
S, Sport and Sport+ front-wheel drive variants are powered by a 2-litre, 

110kW/180Nm four-cylinder MPI Atkinson cycle engine coupled to Kia’s latest 

generation CVT, while Sport+ and GT Line all-wheel drive feature a 

130kW/265Nm 1.6T-GDI petrol engine coupled to a seven-speed Dual Clutch 

Transmission. 

Entry to the Seltos range is from $24,990 for the front-wheel-drive 2-litre S 

(plus on roads), climbing to $40,400 (plus on roads) for the as-tested, all-wheel-

drive 1.6 GT-Line. 

A $1000 safety pack is available for the S and Sport models. 

Like our drive a few weeks earlier in a Hyundai Venue Go, the country-cousin 

Venue being like the Seltos and which competes in the same small SUV 



segment, our initial drive program was to be along the Kiewa Valley to Mount 

Beauty and return. 

With a watch and act warning in place for where we were headed, we changed 

tack and, on our way to our home base of Albury-Wodonga from Melbourne, 

deviated to the Milawa Gourmet Region which was (just) out of harm’s way. 

This region of North-East Victoria is a culinary adventure waiting to be 

discovered, whether by car, by bike or on foot.  

It is in this small but picturesque part of North-East Victoria where you can 

experience awesome food and wine any time of the year and it is an easy area to 

find and get around, being just 15-kilometres from the Hume Freeway. 

 

Our GT-Line was powered by the 1.6T-GDI four-cylinder petrol engine sending 

power to all four wheels. 

  
Seltos is 4370mm long, 1800mm wide, stands 1615mm, has a ground clearance 

of 177mm, a turning circle of 10.6-metres, sits on a wheelbase of 2630mm and 

weighs just 1470kg (GT-Line 1.6T). 

 

It is bigger than its segment leaders and the Venue, but it doesn’t occupy too 

much ground, making it the perfect inner-city and suburban runabout. 

 

But is it a good freeway, highway and byway runner, weekend escapee, and an 

option for rural buyers? 

 

To find out we had to drive 3.5-hours and 305-kilometres along the Hume 

Freeway from the Kia’s digs in the north-west Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park 

to Milawa, then to our hometown playground of Albury-Wodonga which is the 

hub of North-East Victoria and the Southern Riverina region of New South 

Wales. 

 

Centred on the Glenrowan-Myrtleford Road (Snow Road), the Milawa Gourmet 

Region was Australia’s first proclaimed ‘gourmet region’. 

  

Since it was proclaimed in 1994, the region has grown into a food and wine 

lover’s paradise, renowned as the epicentre of the gourmet experience – and what 

an experience it is. 

 

It is home to Brown Brothers of Milawa, Milawa Bread, Milawa Mustards, 

Milawa Bakery Cafe, Sam Miranda, Chrismont, Ciccone, Wood Park and John 

Gehrig wineries, and Blue Ox Berries, to name but a few. 

 



The region also includes restaurants and cafes, cosy pubs, excellent 

accommodation, quaint B&Bs and caravan parks. 

 

Seltos, which sits below the big-selling Sportage in Kia Australia’s three-strong 

SUV range (Sorento is the flagship), comes well equipped even in entry S guise, 

with such standard goodies as Autonomous Emergency Braking (car and 

pedestrian), Lane Keep Assist, Driver Attention Alert, reversing camera with 

dynamic guidelines, rear parking sensors, daytime running lights, cruise control, 

auto headlights, and an 8-inch touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android 

Auto. 

 

Moving up the range gets you more and more, with the GT-Line coming with all 

the bling and the extra sing of the 1.6 turbo engine. 

 

It’s the Seltos with the lot, adding a sunroof, 18-inch alloy wheels, interior mood 

lighting, 8-speaker BOSE premium sound system, fast wireless phone charger, 7-

inch driver instrument cluster, Head-Up Display, faux leather seats, powered 

driver and front passenger seat, heated and ventilated front seats, LED headlights, 

LED daytime running lights, LED front fog lights, rain sensing wipers, Lane 

Following Assist, and Safe Exit Alert. 

 

So we were very well looked after with creature comforts and a full suite of driver 

and safety aids during the week with our Seltos GT-Line, resplendent in its 

Neptune Blue paintwork. 

 

For the tourist, the Milawa Gourmet Region starts at the Wangaratta-Whitfield 

Road, travels through the towns of Oxley and Milawa and ends at Markwood, but 

there is more to discover than just what is located along the Snow Road. 

 

This ‘culinary crossroads’, a reference to the cross roads in the heart of Milawa, 

is home to many family owned and operated wineries where you can meet the 

winemakers at their friendly cellar doors or the growers either at their farm gates 

or produce markets which are held on a regular basis in Milawa and in Moyhu. 

 

The region also encompasses the townships of Tarrawingee, Oxley, Everton and 

Whorouly, all of which have some remarkable cafes and pub food. 

 

In a very small radius, you will be amazed at what the region has to offer and if 

you don’t want to drive from cellar door to farm gate, or to the various gourmet 

food stores, you can hire a bike – or walk. 

 

The Milawa Gourmet Region is a food lover's paradise, and nobody will go home 

either hungry or disappointed. 



 

The region overflows with an unsurpassed array of farm-fresh products and great 

raw ingredients, including olives, mustards, chestnuts, walnuts, cheeses, honey, 

jams, preserves, vegetables, artisan bread, fruit and, of course, wine. 

 

Leave room in the boot of the car as you are going to need it to carry all your 

goodies home. 

 

And boot room is where the Seltos excels, or falls short, depending on the variant. 

 

The entry-level S boasts 498-litres of cargo space, but you only get a space-saver 

spare wheel, whereas other variants still get a generous 433-litres but have the 

added security of a full-size spare wheel which we believe is a must for rural 

buyers. 

 

Folding the 60/40 rear seats down increases usable space to 1393-litres, more 

than enough space to carry all those goodies home we bought in and around 

Milawa. 

 

The GT-Line’s familiar, and brilliant, 1.6-litre turbo-petrol four cylinder engine 

(similar to that used in the Cerato GT and which operates on 91RON), produces 

its 130kW of power at 6000rpm, and its 265Nm of torque between 1500-

4500rpm and drives all four wheels via a seven-speed dual-clutch automatic 

transmission. 

 

It had little trouble hauling the vehicle’s 1470kg weight around and in city 

traffic it provided plenty of shove getting away from traffic lights or for darting 

into an opening ahead. 

 

The run along the Hume Freeway, and even around the Milawa region, which is 

predominantly flat, put little strain on the drivetrain, but how would it perform 

in the steep, hilly sections in what is known as the Ovens Goldfields District 

centred on the historic gold rush towns of Beechworth, Stanley and 

Yackandandah? 

 

Simple. Brilliantly. 

 

Any hill it was pointed at it simply motored up, with the smooth-shifting, dual-

clutch auto doing its bit to keep everything on the boil and the all-wheel-drive 

system shuffling power back and forth for maximum grip, especially over the 

couple of gravel sections we encountered. 

 



The GT-Line came with a Drive Mode Select system that let us choose from 

three driving modes – Eco, Normal and Sport – depending on the driver’s style 

or road conditions. 

 

For the most part we chose Normal, Sport only engaged when zipping across 

the fun bits.  

 

Our combined fuel consumption figure of 6.7/100km bettered Kia’s claimed 

7.6L/100km. 

 

In GT-Line trim Seltos rides on a locally-tuned MacPherson strut front/multi-

link rear suspension (torsion rear beam in front-wheel-drive variants), boasts 

motor-driven electric power steering, all-wheel disc brakes and, in our tester’s 

case, rolled on a nice set of five spoke alloy wheels shod with grippy Kumho 

Ecsta 235/45 R18 tyres. 

 

Over all road surfaces the Seltos offered a comfortable, quiet and compliant ride 

and handled very well for a tall SUV.  

 

The vehicle’s steering was sharp and direct, with good levels of feedback, but at 

times it became too sensitive. 

  

Noise, vibration and harshness (NVH) levels are commendable across the range, 

however the 18-inch hoops on GT-Line can result in some unwelcome jitters 

coming up through the road into the cabin. 

 

Although having the safety and convenience of all-wheel-drive, the GT-Line 

has only limited off-road capability, like getting to that favourite fishing or 

camping spot, crawling along a well-used bush track, or negotiating over-size 

road humps. 

 

It did come with downhill descent control, an auto lock mode, short front and 

rear overhangs and a handy 177mm of ground clearance.  

 

Turning circle was 10.6-metres, there were front and rear parking sensors, a rear 

view camera with active guidelines, an all-round camera, large exterior rear 

view mirrors, and good all-round vision, meaning the Seltos was an easy vehicle 

to manoeuvre in and around crowded shopping centre carparks, and to park 

once that elusive parking bay was found. 

 

Although smaller than its Sportage sibling, the Seltos packs a lot into its 

compact dimensions, rivalling some mid-size SUVs in passenger and luggage 

space. 



  

Its rear leg and headroom borders on brilliant, with passengers getting their own 

air vents, USB port, and fold-down centre armrest with cupholders. 

 

There were also outboard ISOFIX mounts. 

 

Up front was not too shabby, either, with driver and front seat passenger also 

benefitting in the space department and enjoying such luxuries as heated and 

ventilated seats, a heated steering wheel, ambient interior lighting, an eight-

speaker Bose audio system, a fast wireless charger, and a sunroof . 

 

Nice touches included push button start, auto air-con, an electric emergency 

brake, 12-volt, AUX and USB ports, well arranged instruments and controls, an 

average sized glovebox, door pockets, cupholders, oddments bins and trays, and 

a deep, lidded centre bin. 

 

Sitting proud central to the dash was a 10.25-inch, tablet-style, touchscreen 

infotainment system which featured the latest iteration of Kia’s multimedia 

interface, including sat-nav. 

 

It was intuitive and easy to use and easy to connect to with Bluetooth, Apple 

CarPlay and Android Auto. 

 

The GT-Line now uses a 7-inch colour instrument cluster display (replacing the 

previous monochrome 3.5-inch display) and the GT-Line also features an 8-inch 

Head-Up Display which projects driving information onto a small plastic panel 

ahead of the steering wheel. 

 

The display included a digital speedo, lane keep assist, blind spot monitoring, 

turn-by-turn navigation, and speed sign recognition. 

 

Other niceties included roof rails, LED front fog lamps, LED rear lamps and – a 

must for rural driving at night – full LED headlights which gave excellent depth 

and spread. 

 

Our GT-Line tester came with a full suite of electronic vehicle and driver safety 

aids, including six airbags, Kia’s Vehicle Stability Management system as 

standard, Brake-force Assist System and Hill-start Assist Control, Smart Cruise 

Control with Stop & Go, Blind Spot Detection, Rear Cross-Traffic Collision-

Avoidance Assist, AEB with Forward Collision Warning with car and 

pedestrian detection and Lane Keeping Assist. 

 



Also offered is a new Driver Attention Alert+ system, which advises drivers to 

take a break if the system detects signs of fatigue and alerts the driver if the 

vehicle in front moves away from a stop situation, such as a set of lights. 

A new Safe Exit Assist function warns occupants of traffic (including bicycles 

and motorcycles) before they open their door into the road, while Lane 

Following Assist, which controls acceleration, braking and steering, can track 

vehicles and road markings ahead to keep the car ‘in-lane’ and a safe distance 

from any cars in front. 

Smart stuff. 

Kia has been late with its entry into the small SUV playground, but the wait has 

been worth it. 

The Seltos is practical, capable, very well equipped, competitively priced and 

handsome in its styling. 

And, being a Kia, it comes with ‘seven of everything’ for peace of mind. 

Once the domain of suburbia thanks to their compact size, there is now no 

shame in having a small SUV living with you in the country, either as a main 

drive or as a second vehicle.  

We love it. 

 

Price: Kia Seltos 1.6 DCT GT-Line AWD auto $40,400 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 1.6-litre four-cylinder turbo petrol   

Power: 130kW at 6000rpm   

Torque: 265Nm at 1500-4500rpm   

Transmission: Seven-speed DCT automatic. All-wheel-drive   

Fuel use: 6.7L/100km 91RON petrol 

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres   

Towing capacity: 1250kg braked   

Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres   

   

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS   

   



Albury-Wodonga – McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton – Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666   

Wagga – Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688   

Wangaratta – Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5721 4428   

 


