
Warrior by name, nature 

 

NISSAN’S Navara comes in a bewildering choice of 14 models; single cabs, dual cabs, 

2WD, 4x4, and various bits of the alphabet to tell them apart. 

 

But king of the stable is one called the N-Trek Warrior, which not only looks the 

goods, but has a built-in pedigree in that it houses the finesse of Premcar, which elevates it to 

the premium category.  

 

Premcar? 

 

It is the new name of what used to be Prodrive. 

 

Remember? 

 

They are the guys who built the World Rally Championship Subarus of some years 

ago, among other things. 

 

Before Prodrive, it was known as Tickford, and anyone who knows anything about the 

big Fords know the XR6, XR8, F6 and GT Falcons owe their success to Tickford magic. 

 

Likewise, Toyota’s special TRD models. 

 

A lot of people who buy dual cab 4x4s go to extreme lengths to tart them up with 

various parts available from a plethora of aftermarket suppliers. 

 

The results are often very expensive but not so wonderful creations that look 

muscular, but drive like military machines on wrong-sized wheels and tyres, destroy kidneys 

and/or loosen dental fillings and emit anti-social noise from too big and non-tuned exhaust 

pipes. 

 

Nissan’s collaboration with Premcar saves buyers from the trouble of improving a 

Navara by producing a professionally engineered super ute, the N-Trek Warrior. 

 

It is a stunner on the road, but more than a pretty face, it is also the best driving, most 

capable and sophisticated model in the range. 

 

What you get for $62,990 drive-away (six-speed manual), or $65,490 for the 

seven-speed automatic, is a fully integrated, factory-backed package with improved on and 

off-road handling via a set of 17-inch black alloys with Cooper AT3 all-terrain tyres, a 30mm 

wider wheel track, Monroe shock absorbers and revised spring rates fore and aft, making for 

a 40mm higher and more compliant ride than a standard N-Trek, plus greater stability. 

 

For those who tackle unknown off-road terrain, there is a 3mm stainless steel shield to 



protect the underbelly from unfriendly rocks, and wide guard mouldings. 

 

A body-coloured bull bar with an LED strip gives the nose a purposeful look, there is a 

black sports bar and black roof rails, and there is a lot of improvement inside too. 

 

The dark front head restraints are embroidered with orange N-Trek badges and floor 

mats and seats also have orange stitching.  

 

Orange seems to be the in-thing to identify the Warrior.  

 

There are smidges of it front, side and rear – along the side steps, on the exterior 

mirror casings, and front fog light surrounds. 

 

The dash now sports a big new infotainment system with Apple CarPlay/Android 

Auto, and a full complement of instrumentation. 

 

Standard fare included a digital speedo grouped within a coloured central driver info 

display, auto climate control, a digital compass built into the interior rear view mirror, 

auto-on LED headlights, heated front seats (the driver’s had electric adjustment), push 

button start, keyless entry, cruise control, steering wheel remotes, sat-nav, and a crystal clear 

‘around view’ rear view camera.  

 

Connectivity included Bluetooth, AUX, USB and 12-volt outlets, rear seat passengers 

get their own air vents, there are rear outboard ISOFIX mounts, and plenty of cabin storage, 

including trays (one atop the dash with 12-volt outlet), pockets, bins, cup holders and an 

overhead sunglasses holder. 

 

Like other Navaras, there is no grab handle on the driver’s side.  

 

You need to hoist yourself up by holding onto the tiltable steering wheel, but once 

seated you can get your posture right via electric adjustment on the driver's seat. 

 

There is no change in the vehicle’s drivetrain. 

 

It retains the proven 140kW/450Nm 2.3-litre intercooled, four-cylinder twin-turbo 

diesel and, in this case, mated to a seven-speed automatic transmission. 

 

Comfort levels are high, and noise surprisingly low, despite the big-toothed super fat 

Coopers. 

 

The ride is certainly the best of the Navara range, especially on the blacktop, where 

most of these tough utes spend their time, anyway. 

 

And where better to test the N-Trek Warrior’s on-road handling than on the Merton to 



Euroa Road which runs along a valley floor of the picturesque Strathbogie Ranges. 

 

They are the mountains the murderous Kelly Gang hid during their bushranging days. 

 

Route C366 is a 34-kilometre connector road between the Hume Freeway in the north 

and the Maroondah Highway in the south. 

 

Tackling it from the Merton end, which we did, means dropping down from a plateau 

to the valley floor via a narrow two lane road that offers plenty of twists and turns, blind 

bends and hairpins. 

 

Oh. And stunning scenery if you slow long enough to catch glimpses of it. 

 

Unfortunately, there are no places to pull over to take in the glorious mountain 

countryside. 

 

So, concentrate on the road and how the N-Trek Warrior was handling it was what we 

did.  

 

There is less bounce over bumps and less roll when cornering for this well-sorted 

Navara, and its off road behaviour is much the same. 

 

Smooth is not a word usually applied to off road antics, but it sure does apply to the 

Warrior. 

 

Guess that coil-sprung rear plays a big part. 

 

With extra weight in the fully-lined tray compressing them, the ‘Warrior’ is a smooth 

off-road operator. 

 

Our limited off-road drive was along tracks through the Stanley State Forest between 

the historic gold-mining towns of Stanley and Yackandandah which is part of the Ovens 

Goldfields District in North-East Victoria. 

 

The Warrior took the rutted, corrugated and potholed tracks in its stride, with more 

than enough power and torque in reserve for the tough sections, and an abundance of ground 

clearance – 268mm of it – for the humps and dips we encountered. 

 

Also helping were short front and rear overhangs, good suspension articulation and 

narrow break-over angle. 

 

Nothing stood in its way.   

 

If needed, the Navara’s four-wheel-drive system was a simple dial away, with 4H and 



4Lo, plus diff lock, available. 

 

Even though the main track through the forest was wet, rough and slippery, we did not 

have to revert to 4Lo. 

 

Excellent engine braking and hill hold descent took care of the steep downhill bits. 

 

The downside is the bigger 12.7-metre turning circle that comes with bigger tyres and 

wider track, but it is not a problem - unless you take your ute to shopping centres – which we 

did on numerous occasions. 

 

Even then Nissan has come to the fore, giving this gladiator rear parking sensors and 

large exterior rear view mirrors. 

 

 Luxuries include a magpie’s view 360-degree reversing camera, which came in very 

handy in the aforesaid shopping centre car park. 

 

If you want to tow something, and that can be up to 3500kg braked, you will 

appreciate the standard Tow-Pro Elite trailer brake control technology.  

 

The N-Trek Warrior can carry a 730kg payload which, in the test vehicle’s case, was 

secured by four tie-down hooks and ratchet-style side rails. 

 

The lined tub also had a waterproof 12-volt outlet and a lockable rear gate. 

 

The N-Tek Warrior’s impressive bullbar is not winch compatible and we thought the 

Hella light bar lacked the power its looks promise. 

 

We could not adjust it, either for fear of breaking it. 

 

Fuel economy is given as 7L/100km, but that is clearly not the result of city or off road 

driving. 

 

Our overall consumption after a week’s driving freeway, highway, B and C roads and 

bush tracks was an excellent 9L/100km. 

 

The vehicle has a five-star safety rating and comes with seven airbags, including one 

for the driver’s knee, automatic on/off headlights and with LED daytime running lights. 

 

Plus, the peace of mind of Nissan's five-year, unlimited-kilometre warranty. 

 

The N-Trek Warrior is the perfect all-rounder for this region. 

 

It transforms from a week day workhorse/daily drive, to a weekend – well, warrior – 



without having to lift a finger. 

 

All the hard yards have been done in regard making it more off-road capable, bearing 

in mind the number of people who load minibikes and mountain bikes into the tray and head 

for the hills, many of which are snow-covered at this time of the year. 

 

Yet another adventure to add to its ability list!  

 

 

Like:  

Looks 

Build quality 

Comfort 

Suspension package 

Stability 

Long warranty 

 

Do not like: 

No driver side grab handle 

 

 

Looks - 8.0 

Performance - 7.5 

Safety - 8.0/10 

Thirst - 8.0/10 

Practicality - 7.5/10 

Comfort - 8.0/10 

Tech - 8.5/10 

Value - 8.0/10 

 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Nissan Australia  

  

Price: Nissan Navara dual cab 2.3 N-Trek Warrior 4WD, $63,490 plus on-road costs   

  

Engine: 2.3-litre, intercooled four-cylinder, twin turbo-diesel  

  

Power: 140kW at 3750rpm   

  

Torque: 450Nm at 1500-2500rpm   

  

Transmission: Seven-speed automatic. Dual range 4x4  

  

Fuel consumption: 9L/100km diesel  



  

Fuel tank capacity: 80 litres diesel 

  

Towing capacity: 3500kg braked   

  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres   

   

  

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Nissan dealerships   

  

  

Albury-Wodonga – McRae Nissan, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 6051 

5555 

 

 

Mansfield – Martin’s Garage, 52-54 Chenery Street, Phone: (03) 5733 1000 

 

Shepparton – Thompson Nissan, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666  

  

Wagga – Riverina Nissan, 45-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6611 

 

Walla – Lieschke Motors, 63 Commercial Street, Phone: (02) 6029 2202 

  

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Nissan, 45 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 5722 2000      

 

 

 

 

 


