
Finding the right path 

 

 

EARLY this year Nissan upped an already impressive list of gear on its seven-

seat Pathfinder family SUV by including its Intelligent Mobility safety 

technologies on the entry ST grade and added even more tech features on other 

variants, including the debut of Rear Door Alert. 

 

In a first for the brand, Rear Door Alert is designed to notify the driver if 

children are, heaven forbid, left unattended in the vehicle. 

  

Engaged when the rear doors are opened and closed before a trip, once the 

ignition is turned off a warning message appears on the Advanced Drive-Assist 

Display to prompt the driver to check the rear seat. 

  

If the driver walks away from, or locks the car without opening a rear door, the 

horn will sound three times and the ADAD screen will display a warning to 

check the back seat. 

 

Just in case. 

 

There are 11 Pathfinder variants available in ST, ST+, ST-L and Ti grades, with 

two hybrid models being in the mix. 

 

Our review variant was a range-topping Ti 3.5-litre V6 all-wheel-drive finished 

in eye-catching Redstone paintwork. 

 

After collecting the Pathfinder from its digs in Melbourne’s outer north west 

suburb of Keilor Park, we headed east via the Metropolitan Ring Road and 

made our way towards the township of Mansfield, gateway to the snow resort 

and ski fields of Mount Buller.  

 

Not that we were going to either Mansfield or Mount Buller, but to our home 

base of Albury-Wodonga - via the Midland Highway. 



  

  

  

It may only be 63 kilometres in length, but that section of the Midland Highway 

between Benalla and Mansfield passes through scenic countryside, with the 

mysterious Strathbogie Ranges on one side and the Mount Samaria State Park 

on the other.  

 

Scenic and serene the countryside may be, but one of the mountain ranges hides 

a very dark past.  

 

For most of its length the highway follows the course of the Broken River 

which starts high up in the Alpine National Park below Mount Buller.  

 

The river wends its way towards Benalla, then on to Shepparton, before it spills 

into the Goulburn River.  

 

The Midland Highway, as routes A300, B300 and C518, begins in Geelong and 

ends at Mansfield, winding its way through central Victoria in a large arc, 

passing through the rural cities of Ballarat, Bendigo and Shepparton.  

 

It is 452 kilometres in length.  

 

The Mansfield-Benalla section is part of an alternative route for those travelling 

from Melbourne's outer eastern suburbs to North-East Victoria (or vice versa), 

and while all of the route is 100km/h speed limited, it is a more pleasurable and 

scenic drive than the Hume Freeway - plus you get to drive through a number of 

interesting towns and villages.  

  

Priced from $66,390 (plus on-road costs) and the perfect seven-seater for the 

larger family which enjoys an active lifestyle, the Pathfinder Ti AWD boasted 

all the features any family would want in their large segment SUV. 



 

Our outward journey from Keilor Park was via Melbourne's outer eastern 

suburbs to Lilydale, where we joined the Melba Highway which took us on a 

very wet, hilly and twisty path through the Toolangi State Forest, through the 

village of Glenburn and onto the bustling township of Yea. 

 

It was then along the Goulburn Valley Highway to Cathkin, the Maroondah 

Highway through Yarck, Merton, Bonnie Doon (holiday destination of the 

Kerrigan's of 'The Castle' fame) and Maindample, before joining the Midland 

Highway north of Mansfield. 

 

And this is where things get a bit tricky - confusing even.  

 

The highway, signed B300 between Benalla to just south of Barjarg, turns to 

route C518 from there to Mansfield. 

 

It is still called the Midland Highway and is not to be confused with the 

Midland Link Highway which connects the Midland Highway at Barjarg with 

the Maroondah Highway at Maindample (told you!).  

 

Towns and villages along the way include Swanpool, Lima East, Lima South 

and Barjarg.  

 

The 'blink-and-you-will-miss-it' village of Barjarg was once the home of a 

motor racing circuit which evolved into Winton Motor Raceway.  

 

The Barjarg circuit held its first official race meeting on May 11, 1958, the last 

on April 9, 1961.  

 

Some of the notables who raced at Barjarg included Barry and Vince Stilo, Bill 

and Ken Cox, Bill Sherwill, 'Hoot' Gibson, Peter Manton, Jim Smith, and Bryan 

Thomson. 



 

Barjarg is located on the south-western edge of Lake Nillahcootie, a storage 

built in 1967 to harness the flow of the Broken River to meet irrigation, 

domestic and stock and urban water supply requirements.  

 

The main spillway features a unique Gothic arch-shaped crest that allows the 

discharge of 117,000 Ml/d, equivalent to the volume of an Olympic-size 

swimming pool passing over the spillway every two seconds. 

 

A second spillway can be operated during severe flooding. 

 

The lake is a popular place for fishing, swimming and boating and there are 

excellent picnic facilities and a toilet block. 

 

Camping is not permitted.  

 

Although the Midland Link Highway bypasses the popular tourist town of 

Mansfield, the gateway to Mount Buller, a memorial in the centre of town 

honours those police slain by the Kelly Gang at Stringybark Creek which, as the 

crow flies, is buried deep on the eastern edge of the Mount Samaria State Park 

due east of Barjarg. 

 

The gang was also known to hang out in the Strathbogie Ranges. 

 

Lima East and Lima South are farming communities. 

 

Closer to Benalla is the village of Swanpool which boasts a primary school, a 

public hall/cinema, a general store and a sporting complex, while the Rural City 

of Benalla, which sits at the junction of the Midland Highway/Hume Freeway, 

is the major retail, professional, educational and industrial centre for the 

surrounding area.  



 

Once off the Midland Highway at Benalla it was then onto the Hume Freeway 

for the 117-kilometre, 1.5 hour drive to Albury-Wodonga.   

 

No matter which Pathfinder variant, you do get a lot of standard kit for your 

money, with the Ti coming with the works. 

 

What we got was remote entry, push-button start, an electric sunroof, heated 

front seats, a powered driver's seat, electric height and reach adjustment for the 

steering wheel, auto headlights, tri-zone climate control, an 8-inch colour touch 

screen, Bluetooth phone/audio streaming and voice control, sat-nav with 3D 

mapping graphics and multi-touch functionality, and steering wheel remotes for 

audio, cruise control, Bluetooth and vehicle information. 

 

Outside, our Ti wore Nissan's signature V-motion front mask, front fog lights, 

privacy glass for the second and third row, and rear parking sensors (an around-

view camera is used instead of front sensors), but no auto windscreen wipers. 

 

The intuitive infotainment system let us easily navigate audio, apps, reversing 

camera, Bluetooth and various other settings, and the Bose audio system was a 

winner. 

 

An Advanced Driver Assist Display between the main instrument dials allowed 

us to call up real-time information such as fuel economy, distance to empty, 

audio information and navigation direction – and to make sure we didn’t leave 

one of the little darlings on the back seat! 

 

Our Pathfinder was powered by a revised version of Nissan's superb 3.5-litre V6 

petrol engine that now delivers 202kW/340Nm, or an additional 12kW/15Nm 

over the previous V6. 

 

The extra grunt is welcomed as the Pathfinder is a big, heavy vehicle. 



 

Bolted behind was a new-generation Xtronic CVT, or Continuously Variable 

Transmission, which is now stepped to make it feel more like a traditional 

torque converter automatic and has all but eliminated transmission flairing.  

 

As our variant had all-wheel-drive, drive was to the front wheels in normal 

operation, but by selecting the Auto function on the centre dial, drive was 

shuffled fore and aft automatically depending on road conditions. 

 

There was also a Lock mode for low-grade off road work, such as getting to that 

favourite fishing or camping spot, Hill Descent Control, and tow mode. 

 

Fuel tank capacity is 73 litres and after a week of testing we returned 9.6 litres 

per 100 kilometres, which was exceptional given the vehicle's hefty 1963kg 

unladen weight.   

 

Launched early 2017, this latest iteration of the Pathfinder receives a revised 

front-end, new tail-lights and new contrasting alloy wheels to give it a more 

solid, masculine look. 

 

Interior changes have been kept to a minimum, with the new driver display in 

the instrument panel and the 8-inch touch screen the only visible alterations, 

which is a pity as the button-heavy dash is starting to look old hat.  

 

We didn't like the foot-operated park brake, either.  

 

The big glasshouse, sun roof, and the leather trim added richness to such a large 

cabin, and while all-round visibility was excellent, reversing sensors and an 

around-view camera with predictive guidelines offered further help when it 

came time to park this rather large beast. 

 



Everything fell easily to hand and functioned as it should, it was easy to find the 

perfect driving position thanks to the electric driver's seat and powered steering 

wheel, the second-row accommodation bordered on brilliant thanks to loads of 

head, leg and shoulder room, a centre fold-down armrest, rear air-vents with 

independent controls, USB, AUX and 12-volt power ports, and ISOFIX 

mountings, and those clambering onto the third row did so by an easy tilt-and-

slide function of the second row pews. 

 

Second row seating was heated, plus passengers had access to DVD screens 

integrated into the backrests of the front seats. 

 

A Type C USB point is also now included in the second row. 

 

We counted 10 cup-holders throughout the cabin, plus there was a cavernous 

glove box, a two-tier, deep lidded centre bin, bottle-holders and pockets for 

each door, a sunglasses holder for the driver, a number of other hidey-holes and 

bins scattered front, centre and rear, four 12-volt outlets, four shopping hooks, 

and four tie-down hooks in the cargo area. 

 

With all seats occupied there was a reasonable amount of luggage space (453 

litres), but when we dropped the second and third row seat backs down, we 

were amazed at the space which became instantly available - 2260 litres, in fact. 

 

There was no full-size spare, just a space-saver spare wheel slung beneath the 

vehicle, plus there was an on-the-go repair kit of goo and compressor. 

 

Not our cup of tea! 

 

Our drive from Melbourne to Albury-Wodonga was smooth, comfortable and 

quiet, with our Ti taking the long and very wet four-and-a-half-hour drive in its 

stride, and when we did alight, we felt just as fresh as when we first climbed 

aboard.   

 



It offered armchair comfort and a great climate control system to keep us warm 

and cosy as the outside temperature did not climb above 8-deg at any time. 

 

Our blast up the twisty, hilly section of the Melba Highway between Dixons 

Creek and the Toolangi-Kinglake cross-roads was done in an effortless manner, 

with the tweaks to the steering and suspension making subtle differences to the 

way the big SUV turned, rode and handled. 

 

There was less noticeable body roll. 

 

It was no slouch on the straight sections either, with plenty of power in reserve 

for overtaking or when we confronted the next climb. 

 

A Sport mode button changed the transmission mapping to hold onto gears 

longer. 

 

It really did feel sportier, more so with the Ti add-ons. 

 

Across our usual Ovens Goldfields test route, the Ti sat firm and flat, displaying 

good road manners and offering greater composure and more connectivity than 

we remember. 

 

Even when punted across our favourite rough gravel sections the Pathfinder 

always felt confident and not once did it embarrass itself. 

 

Mixing it with the hustle and bustle of city traffic, the Ti had little trouble 

moving off with the rest of the traffic from the lights. 

 

Its rather large dimensions meant it was not much fun to wheel around shopping 

centre car parks, but its respectable 11.7-metre turning circle, parking aids and 



big exterior mirrors, meant it could be reversed into a tight spot without too 

much hassle. 

 

There was little to dislike in the way the Pathfinder handled itself both on the 

freeway and in city traffic. 

 

The Pathfinder was packed to the hilt with most driver and safety aids, 

including a driver's side knee airbag, the reversing camera, around-view 

monitor, and an energy absorbing bonnet designed to minimise pedestrian 

injury. 

 

Nissan's new-generation Vehicle Dynamic Control with brake limited-slip 

differential, brake assist, Electronic Brakeforce Distribution, and traction 

control, worked in unison to keep everything on an even keel  

  

Nissan prides itself in its latest tech and its Intelligent Mobility system includes 

Intelligent Emergency Braking with Forward Collision Warning, Blind Spot 

Monitoring, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, and Intelligent Cruise Control.  

 

The Pathfinder is a large SUV, measuring in at 5042mm in length, 1960mm in 

width, and standing 1768mm tall. 

 

It has a wheelbase of 2900mm, a minimum ground clearance of 181mm, and 

offers a braked towing capacity of 2700kg. 

 

We have been long-time fans of the Pathfinder and believe it has been ignored 

by those shopping the segment in favour of the bigger-name stars, which is a 

pity.  

 

There have been more than enough changes in this mid-life update to turn the 

tables and get it back onto the must-test-drive list of those shopping the 

segment. 



 

It has come a long way since the days of being a rough-and-ready Navara-based 

off-roader, morphing into a powerful, comfortable, well-sorted, seven-seat SUV 

that can do everything as well as its competitors and with pricing staying as-was 

but getting more for your money, we like it even more. 

 

Yes, there are still a few things that niggle us, but the US-sourced Pathfinder is 

the complete package and is worth a look. 

 

We liked the smooth V6 engine and improved CVT, styling, packaging, cabin 

space and the Ti luxury add-ons, but didn't like the foot-operated foot brake.  

  

Price: Nissan Pathfinder 3.5 AWD Ti $66,390 plus on road costs 

Engine: 3.5-litre, DOHC, V6 petrol 

Power: 202kW at 6400rpm 

Torque: 340Nm at 4800rpm  

Transmission: CVT automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 9.6L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 73 litres  

Towing capacity: 2700kg braked 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Nissan dealerships 

 

Albury-Wodonga - McRae Nissan, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555  

  

Mansfield - Martin's Garage, 52-54 Chenery Street, Phone: (03) 5733 1000  

  



Shepparton - Thompson Nissan, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666  

  

Wagga - Riverina Nissan, 44-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6600  

  

Walla - Lieschke Nissan, 63 Commercial Street, Phone: (02) 6029 2202  

 

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Nissan, 29/763 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000  

 


