
SVW, for Snowy Valleys Way, is a laid back, romantic and picturesque 300-

kilometre alternative to the dull and boring Hume Freeway between Wangaratta 

in Victoria and Gundagai in New South Wales. 

If time is on your side, this slow-paced, meandering touring route follows the 

back roads that lay to the north of the Victorian High Country and to the west of 

the majestic Snowy Mountains, passing through small villages and towns, 

following the course of fast flowing rivers and clear, mountain-fed streams, and 

affording magnificent views of snow-covered mountains in winter. 

Like the SVW, Volkswagen’s recently released, third generation Touareg all-

wheel-drive large SUV is also an alternative, being a capable and stylish option 

to the Audi Q7, Porsche Cayenne, Mercedes-Benz GLE and BMW X5. 

This latest Touareg outing boasts more power, luxury and equipment, and a 

plethora of advanced technology over the model it replaces, with what is known 

as the Launch Edition priced from $89,990, plus the usual on-road costs. 

And where better for a drive in the country in a new Touareg than along those 

parts of the Snowy Valleys Way closest to my front door. 

Apart from the breathtaking scenery and magnificent landscapes, the SVW 

offers the tourist/traveler a whole swag of things to see and do along the way, 

such as visit quaint towns, discover historic sites, join in the many colourful 

festivals held throughout the year, or choose your own adventure if you decide 

to stay for a day or two - or three! 

The route takes in the town of Gundagai, home of the Dog on the Tuckerbox, 

the timber towns of Tumut and Tumbarumba, the apple town of Batlow, ‘The 

Man from Snowy River’ town of Corryong, Tallangatta, the town ‘that moved’ 

in the 1950s, and the gold rush era towns of Yackandandah and Beechworth. 

It is a journey through two states, the route crossing the Murray River into New 

South Wales (or into Victoria) at Towong, the town visited by gangster 

‘Squizzy’ Taylor who robbed the town’s racecourse of its day’s takings in 1927. 

The Touareg has no such history as it only dates back to 2002, but it was the 

perfect vehicle for me to spend time in, following the SVW from Wangaratta, 

through Beechworth, Yackandandah, Kiewa/Tangambalanga and Tallangatta, 

before leaving the route and cutting across to the Great River Road via the 

Granya Gap Road. 

And, as short as it is, this road is a ripper! 



Competing in the SUV large segment, the Touareg is not only VW Australia’s 

flagship model, it is the most intelligent and technologically advanced VW to 

date and as it uses the same architecture as the Q7, Cayenne, Bentley Bentayga 

and Lamborghini Urus, means there is a lot of weight saving over the previous 

outing thanks to a greater use of aluminium, for the suspension, body panels and 

other items. 

Yet it costs $900 less than the previous Touareg 180TDI when equipped with 

the Driver Assist pack. 

The only engine on offer is a 190kW/600Nm (10kW/50Nm more respectively) 

V6 turbodiesel driving an eight-speed automatic gearbox and torque sensing 

4MOTION all-wheel-drive. 

The second-generation Touareg launched in early 2011 and received a refresh in 

2015, but it was starting to look tired then. 

Not so this outing, as apart from being new from the ground up, it boasts more 

standard equipment and safety features, one of its most important being the 

debut of its distinctive IQ Light matrix LED headlights. 

The matrix is formed with 128 individually controllable LEDs and the beam 

pattern is individually adapted to each driving situation as it lights the road to 

ensure maximum, high precision and dazzle-free illumination. 

Just perfect for night-time rural driving and they are, pardon the pun, just 

brilliant. 

Awesome, even. 

Other features debuting on the vehicle include Predictive Pedestrian 

Monitoring, Adaptive Lane Guidance, Park Assist, Traffic Jam Assist, 

Emergency Assist, Front and Rear Cross Traffic Assist, and Easy Open and 

Close tailgate with motion (kick) function. 

Inside, driver and front seat passenger get 18-way electrically adjustable seats 

with heat, cool and massage functions, there is a 9.2-inch Discovery Pro sat-nav 

system with gesture control, App-Connect, four USB ports and wireless 

charging, tinted rear windows with pull-up shades, and four zone climate 

control. 

After collecting my Reef Blue Touareg from its Keilor Park lodgings in 

Melbourne’s north-west, I was treated to a relaxing, comfortable and quiet 305-



kilometre, three and a half hour drive north-east along the Hume Freeway to my 

home base of Albury-Wodonga. 

With so much power and torque on hand the big SUV made light work of the 

trip, treating gradients and hills with disdain, and that 3-litre V6 turbodiesel 

going almost unheard as it went about its business.  

The only gripe I did have was the lane-keep assist system which, if the vehicle 

swayed just a few centimetres either side of centre of the lane, was quite 

forceful in pulling it back in line. 

Quite like the BMW 320d I had driven two weeks earlier. 

Ride quality was outstanding thanks to the multi-link air suspension which 

soaked up every bump, every corrugation and every thump well before they 

could reach the cabin. 

The suspension could also be lowered then raised again to help with loading 

awkward and heavy items into the boot – or to make climbing in or exiting 

easier. 

Even when I peeled off the freeway at Wangaratta and headed to Beechworth 

along what now became B roads, the suspension did not quiver. 

The Touareg has increased in size but is 106-kilograms lighter and its styling is 

more eye-catching. 

Compared to the last model it is 44mm wider and 77mm longer and boasts a 

boot space of 810-litres with the 40:20:40 rear seats in place, up 113-litres. 

While the Touareg Launch Edition is handsome - and muscular - on the outside, 

with more than a little help from its standout 20-inch, 10-spoke black alloy 

wheels shod with 285/45 R20 Goodyear Eagle F1 tyres, its vast interior was a 

nice place to reside, with plenty to keep me amused not just on the run home, 

but for the entire week it was in my care. 

Some of that entertainment was provided by an optional Innovision package 

which, for an extra $8000, gets you a 15-inch Discover Premium infotainment 

system, a 12.3-inch curved Active Info Display, a windshield projected head-up 

display (no speed sign recognition though), and additional ambient interior 

lighting with 30 selectable colours. 



Impressive as the big screen was, it took some time finding my way around its 

many functions, but all the usual suspects were there and fell easily to sight and 

hand once found. 

Being a long-time local I know the Snowy Valleys Way well and did not need 

to use the sat-nav to find my way, but for those travelling along it for the first 

time and not sure of directions (it is not signposted in Victoria), the huge 

display with its gesture control feature lays everything out before you like a 

cartographers map! 

Same with the crystal clear rear view camera. Huge. 

The Touareg is a technological tour de force, bristling with the very latest VW 

has to offer, and while it does not come with a sunroof as standard – that’s a 

$3000 option – its inventory is astonishing. 

Other standard fare includes Proactive Occupant Protection, memory for the 

exterior mirrors and electronic steering column, the Air Care four-zone climate 

control air conditioning with rear and rear pillar vents, keyless access and start, 

front and rear parking sensors, auto headlights and rain sensing wipers, driver 

fatigue detection system, a quality sound system, driving profile selection with 

4MOTION Active Control, and ambient interior lighting. 

Metallic/pearl effect paint is an additional $2000. 

Inside, the new Touareg’s hushed, premier cabin is vast and a massive 

improvement, with Teutonic minimalism and a notable absence of buttons. 

The fully digital Innovision cockpit is Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 

compatible and works in well with the driver’s 12.3-inch digital instrument 

cluster and head-up display. 

A nice touch was dual sun visors, but there was no overhead sunglasses holder. 

Head and legroom for front and rear passengers was more than generous and 

there was plenty of soft touch materials, and even though there appears to be 

room, no third row seating is available, even as an option. 

The road from Wangaratta, through Tarrawingee, Beechworth and 

Yackandandah is straightforward, but from there things can get a little tricky 

and it would pay to get a handle on what villages and towns you do need to pass 

through to come out the other end without getting too bamboozled. 

Not that getting ‘lost’ in this area, in a Touareg, is something terrible! 



The steep, windy Granya Gap Road, which connects the Murray Valley 

Highway which forms part of the Snowy Valleys Way, to the Great River Road, 

put no strain at all on the Touareg’s drivetrain, the massive amounts of power 

and torque generated by the seriously refined turbocharged diesel V6 making 

short work in pulling this 2086kg ‘beast’ up, through and over Mount Granya 

State Park whose steep, forested slopes rise dramatically above Lake Hume and 

surrounding valleys. 

The Touareg impressed in how it hunkered down and how settled, balanced and 

comfortable it felt as it rushed between corners, many being hairpins. 

While the steering was a tad heavy and slow, it felt very car-like and turned the 

vehicle in nicely enough. 

There was a bit of turbo lag to contend with, but acceleration was still quick and 

the Touareg’s massive all-wheel-disc brakes and all that behind-the-scenes tech 

worked in unison to keep everything on track and pointed in the right direction. 

The slick ZF eight-speed automatic, which boasts paddle shifts for those playful 

bits (read Granya Gap Road), worked seamlessly in providing a smooth 

response to pedal input. 

Mount Granya Track leads off the main road and traverses heavily timbered 

country to Mount Granya Summit where there are numerous walking tracks – 

and fabulous scenery. 

The Touareg has excellent ground clearance (213mm) and short approach and 

departure angles and the 4MOTION all-wheel-drive system can shuffle torque 

70 per cent to the front or 80 per cent to the rear, plus it has several driving 

modes (sand, snow, rock etc) to cope with most types of terrain. 

Hence, little trouble getting to, and back from, the summit. 

It was all downhill from there, the ‘gap’ road snaking its way down the northern 

slopes of the park, through the village of Granya, to its junction with the Great 

River Road, formerly the Murray River Road, which follows the course of the 

Murray River from Lake Hume to Towong. 

I turned left and headed back to Albury-Wodonga, passing through the lakeside 

township of Bellbridge, crossing Lake Hume via the historic Bethanga Bridge, 

then following the Riverina Highway to Albury where the Touareg would show 

off its big-car skills in the hustle and bustle of city traffic.   



You would think manoeuvring a two-tonne, large SUV measuring almost 4.9-

metres in length and almost 2-metres wide along crowded streets and in tight 

shopping centre carparks would be a chore. 

Not so the Touareg. 

Its plethora of driving aids, self-parking feature, that huge rear view camera, 

front and rear parking sensors, large exterior rear view mirrors and reasonable 

12.19-metre turning circle, made light work of it all. 

And when it came to shopping, not a problem as the Touareg’s cargo hold is 

massive, offering 810-litres of space with all seats upright, or a whopping 1800-

litres with the split/fold rear seat dropped. 

To aid loading there were rear seat drop-down levers in the boot, four tie-down 

mounts and a cargo net, plus bag hooks, a 12-volt outlet, and a cargo cover. 

Under the floor though was a space saver spare wheel with compressor, not the 

sort of spare you would rely on when far from civilisation. 

The Touareg boasts a 3500kg braked towing capacity and the vehicle comes 

with a five year/unlimited kilometre warranty. 

During my time with the Touareg I recorded an average fuel consumption of 

7.8L/100km, or .2 more than VW’s claimed 7.4L/100km. 

Fuel tank capacity is 75 litres of diesel. 

There is no doubt this latest Touareg is all about tech, but it has plenty of other 

redeeming features which repositions it up the ladder and into a higher class 

where it doesn’t feel out of place, despite having a price advantage. 

It is a big step-up in quality over its predecessor, offers a quiet, comfortable ride 

and premium feel, and introduces the biggest jump in space-age technology in 

its segment. 

The Innovision infotainment system is expensive but tech geeks will love it, the 

lane-keep assist was too overzealous for my liking, and I was surprised there 

was no sunglasses holder, and no standard sun roof, given you are parting with 

$90,000-plus after all. 

Those gripes aside, VW can be proud of its new flagship. 

 



Price: VW Touareg 3.0 190TDI AWD Launch Edition, $89,990 plus on-road 

costs  

Engine: 3-litre, turbocharged TDI V6 diesel 

Power: 190kW at 4000rpm  

Torque: 600Nm at 2250rpm  

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic. 4MOTION all-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 7.8L/100km diesel 

Fuel tank capacity: 75 litres  

Towing capacity: 3500kg braked  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA VOLKSWAGEN 

DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Wodonga Prestige, 167-171 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, 

Phone: (02) 6055 9900 

Shepparton – Shepparton Volkswagen, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5844 

Wagga – Riverina Volkswagen, 42-50 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6666 

 

 


