
The perfect escape route 

 

THE Snowy Valleys Way is the road trip you never knew you needed. 

It is the perfect escape route, whether for a day, a weekend, or a week and, if 

you have the time, it is also a picturesque alternative to the dull and boring 

Hume Freeway/Hume Highway if you are travelling between Melbourne and 

Sydney – or vice versa. 

It is a touring route that covers over 300-kilometres, from Gundagai - of Dog on 

the Tuckerbox fame - in the Southern Riverina, winding around the foothills of 

the Snowy Mountains, and taking in breathtaking scenery and landscapes from 

the timber town of Tumut to the historic gold-mining town of Beechworth, and 

ending in the North-East Victoria city of Wangaratta.  

The Snowy Valleys Way makes for an exciting drive any time of the year, so 

you can get out and explore everything the regions it passes through has to 

offer. 

We tackled it from the Wangaratta end in a 2020 Mazda CX-30 G25 Astina 2.5-

litre petrol variant, destination Gundagai, passing through the well-known 

towns of Beechworth, Yackandandah, Tangambalanga, Tallangatta, 

Tumbarumba, Batlow and Tumut, plus a number of quaint villages and hamlets 

that makes this drive so interesting.   

The CX-30 is Mazda’s newcomer to the Australian market, slotting between the 

light CX-3 and the medium CX-5. 

Competing in the SUV small segment, the CX-30 comes in six grades – G20 

Pure, G20 Evolve, G20 Touring, G20 Astina, G25 Touring, and G25 Astina – 

with prices ranging from $29,990, to $43,490, plus the usual on-road costs. 

The G25 Touring and G25 Astina can be had with all-wheel-drive. 

G20 refers to a 114kW/200Nm 2-litre petrol engine, G25 a 139kW/252Nm 2.5-

litre petrol engine, both mated to a six-speed torque-converter automatic 

transmission. 

No matter the variant, all come loaded with the latest technology and a fist full 

of standard equipment which keeps growing through the range. 

Even the entry G20 Pure comes standard with an 8.8-inch touchscreen, sat-nav, 

and Mazda Radar Cruise Control, LED head and tail lamps, daytime running 

lights, a colour Active Driving Display, an electric park brake, Apple CarPlay, 



Android Auto and Bluetooth connectivity, keyless push button start, traffic sign 

recognition, and a raft of safety and driver aids. 

Our G25 Astina, being head of the class, came ‘with the lot’, including a 

powered sliding and tilt sunroof and a head-up display. 

So, we had all of Mazda’s latest bells and whistles to keep us safe, comfortable, 

and entertained as we traversed that part of North-East Victoria and the 

Southern Riverina which skirts both the Victorian High Country and the 

Kosciuszko National Park. 

After collecting our G25 Astina from Mazda Australia’s swish headquarters in 

the south east Melbourne suburb of Mulgrave, we made a bee line for the 

Maroondah Highway, zipping through less-congested outer suburban traffic 

courtesy of school holidays and those still working from home due to the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

The Maroondah, Melba and Goulburn Valley Highways took us to the village of 

Merton where we turned left onto the Merton-Euroa Road for a bit of fun. 

The Merton-Euroa Road, or Route C366, is a 34-kilometre connector road 

between the Hume Freeway in the north and the Maroondah Highway in the 

south. 

  

It is a cracker and runs along a valley floor of the picturesque Strathbogie Ranges, 

the mountains where the murderous Kelly Gang hid during their bushranging 

days. 

  

Tackling it from the Merton end means dropping down from a plateau to the 

valley floor via a narrow two lane road that offers plenty of twists and turns, blind 

bends and hairpins. 

  

Oh. And stunning scenery if you slow long enough to catch glimpses of it. 

  

Unfortunately, there are no places to pull over safely to take in the glorious 

mountain countryside. 

  

Once you get down off the plateau the road is flat to Euroa but there are still 

plenty of bends and sweeping curves to keep a smile on your face. 

 

And smiles we, and the CX-30, had! 

 

It gave its all in the way it tackled this section of road, but the best lay ahead, 

those 300-kilometres of country roads taking in, arguably, some of the most 



amazing scenery in the land – and a whole swag of things to see and do along the 

way. 

 

The Snowy Valleys Way offers travellers numerous friendly towns and historic 

sites to explore, a laid-back rural charm that distinguishes it from other popular 

tourist drives, and culinary and wine tasting delights as well. 

 

Just the drive for any of the current crop of Mazdas. 

 

But how was this latest outing going to do? 

 

We had driven the first generation CX-5 over some of this route eight years earlier 

for the national media launch and thecountrydriver has taken to many of the roads 

since in various other Mazdas which revelled in the conditions, the last being an 

MX-5 2.0 RF GT roadster. 

 

Looking very much a grown up CX-3, or a scaled down CX-5 with more than a 

hint of Mazda3, the CX-30 hit the road running and it did not take long to realise 

that this was one slick operator as we headed deeper into The Man from Snowy 

River country. 

 

While $41,490 plus on roads is steep for a small front-wheel-drive SUV, the 

further we drove the G25 Astina the more it made sense, not only in the way it 

drove, but also in its big list of technology and standard equipment which made 

the drive so much safer and comfortable. 

 

Oh. And fun. 

 

The Snowy Valleys Way makes for a splendid drive no matter what the reason or 

the season, but we reckon autumn and winter just pip the other two owing to 

autumn’s magnificent colours, and snow crowning the mountains in winter. 

 

And it was the latter when we criss-crossed the countryside following the Snowy 

Valleys Way which, surprisingly, is not sign-posted from the western, or 

Wangaratta, end. 

 

It is as if, if you did not know about it, you would not find it, yet the ‘way’ is 

sign-posted at Gundagai. 

 

 

Driving the back roads of the region is fun in itself, but there are plenty of 

opportunities to get out of the car to take in the breathtaking scenery or to partake 

in a whole swag of things to see and do along the way. 



 

Mother nature threw the worst of winter at us during one day of our drive, with 

heavy rain and bitterly cold weather making for what would normally be a 

miserable day’s touring not that bad, given we were cosy and warm inside the 

CX-30 Astina which had all the creature comforts for such a day, such as auto 

dual zone air-conditioning with rear vents, heated front seats, a heated steering 

wheel, and auto wipers. 

 

Other niceties included Mazda’s easy-to-use MZD Connect system comprising 

an 8.8-inch multi-media screen operated by a rotary controller on the centre 

console. 

 

It supported Apple CarPlay and Android Auto compatibility, AM/FM/DAB Bose 

premium audio system, Bluetooth phone and audio streaming, internet radio 

integration of Stitcher and Aha where installed on the user’s smartphone, a rear-

view and around view camera, satellite navigation, and shortcut buttons for 

various other functions. 

 

Despite the appalling weather, the scars of the devastating summer bushfires were 

everywhere to be seen, especially in the small apple town of Batlow which was 

almost wiped off the map. 

 

These towns, and the communities they serve, survive to a great extent on the 

tourist dollar and they are in desperate need for the tourist to return.  

 

Our CX-30, resplendent in its optional soul red crystal metallic paintwork with 

white trim (the latter would not be our choice), had the right exterior body 

protection for these types of roads – wide plastic cladding over the wheel arches 

and along the door sills. 

 

The CX-30 is 4395mm long, 1795mm wide, and stands 1540mm, sits on a 

2655mm wheelbase, has a ground clearance of 180mm, a turning circle of 10.6-

metres, and has short front and rear overhangs - as any crossover should have. 

 

It is 65mm shorter than the Mazda3 hatch on which it is based, making it slightly 

more manoeuvrable around town. 

 

Our review Astina’s 2.5-litre four cylinder, 16-valve, DOHC petrol engine 

featured cylinder deactivation, while the six-speed torque converter automatic 

transmission driving, in this case, the front wheels, had paddle shifters for those 

fun bits, plenty of which are there for the taking along the Snowy Valleys Way. 

 

It is a nice powertrain to drive behind. 



 

The 139kW/252Nm outputs were more than enough to cope with the roads 

traversed, while the excellent auto transmission was the usual responsive, slick, 

quick, and intuitive affair we have come to expect from Mazda. 

 

The mountain roads were the perfect place to show up any deficiencies in the CX-

30’s handling. 

 

It handled, braked, and went around corners very well, something that came as 

no surprise, given it is based on a hatch that also steers, brakes, and handles 

extremely well. 

 

Our only gripe was the un-Mazda like ‘dead’ feel of the brake pedal. 

 

The ride, grip, and traction over all surfaces was smooth, comfortable, and well 

dampened despite a suspension tuned to the firm side and that the Astina rode on 

18-inch alloy wheels shod with 215/55R18 Dunlop SP Sport Maxx tyres. 

 

There was little evidence of body roll through the tight, twisty sections we 

encountered. 

 

Although the bushfires and pandemic have put a dampener on the region’s many 

annual events, such as Batlow’s Apple Blossom Festival, Tumbarumba’s 

Tumbafest, Corryong’s The Man from Snowy River Festival and Tumut’s Falling 

Leaf Festival, the owners of the many cafes, restaurants, bakeries, wineries, 

hotels, motels, B&Bs, service stations and farm gate producers, will welcome you 

with open arms. 

 

They are really doing it tough. 

 

A stated earlier, the Astina had all the comforts of home, with the CX-30’s interior 

a nice place to reside owing to its familiarity in layout to the Mazda3 hatch. 

 

The instrument panel and dashboard are minimalistic in their design, with easy-

to-use switchgear and controls, and that infotainment screen operated by Mazda’s 

well-known rotary dial located on the centre tunnel. 

 

We were treated to such goodies as a fully-adjustable steering wheel, an 

electrically-adjustable driver’s seat with memory function, driver information 

panel, plenty of power and connectivity outlets, a great driving position, self-

dipping interior rear-view mirror, and front and rear parking sensors. 

 



Other Astina niceties included keyless entry, push-button start, dual exhausts, 

the head-up display, and adaptive cruise control, the latter unfortunately jerky 

and inconsistent in its ability to ‘read’ the vehicle ahead. 

 

The CX-30 is spacious up front, with the driver and passenger seats excellent in 

both comfort and support and there were no qualms about the amount of leg, 

shoulder, or head room. 

 

Not so for those seated in the back where leg room is tight. 

 

Headroom is good, even with a sunroof, and with just two in the back there is a 

large centre pull-down armrest with cupholders.  

 

Cabin storage is excellent, with a generous centre console with cupholders, a 

deep lidded bin beneath a central, adjustable armrest, a huge glovebox, a 

smartphone tray, sizeable bottle holders and door bins, plus other useful bins 

and trays and an overhead sunglasses holder. 

 

The cargo hold is good for 317-litres which can be expanded on by folding 

down the 60:40 second row seat backs. 

 

The boot is not as ‘clever’ as some rivals, with only two tie-down hooks and no 

side bins, split-level floor, or under floor cubbies. 

 

The spare is of the temporary type and, in Astina trim, the rear gate has an 

electric open/close function. 

 

We were more than impressed in how quiet the CX-30 is. 

 

Once the bane of every Mazda model, noise, vibration, and harshness (NVH) 

levels have been improved to the point that they are now almost best in class, 

and the CX-30 is no exception. 

 

Mazda claims a combined fuel consumption for the 2.5-litre Astina of 6.6 litres 

per 100 kilometres. 

 

After a week’s driving freeways, highways, and B and C roads, we returned a 

respectable 7.4L/100km combined. 

 

For those driving the roads that make up this magnificent touring route and 

thinking about returning the same way, there is an alternative if you do not want 

to do all of it. 

 



It is the 155-kilometre long Great River Road which follows the course of the 

Murray River between Khancoban and the Bethanga Bridge east of Albury-

Wodonga. 

 

The Snowy Valleys Way is one of North-East Victoria’s and the Southern 

Riverina’s least known touring routes, but those who have travelled it sing its 

praises. 

 

It is the perfect accompaniment for a vehicle as the nimble and agile as the CX-

30. 

 

Both are well worth a ‘test tour’. 

 
 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Mazda Australia 

 

Price: Mazda CX-30 G25 Astina, $41,490 plus on-road costs 

 

Engine: 2.5-litre DOHC S-VT, four-cylinder, petrol, with cylinder deactivation 

 

Power: 139kW at 6000rpm 

 

Torque: 252Nm at 4000rpm  

 

Transmission: Six-speed Skyactiv-Drive automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 7.4L/100km 91RON 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 51 litres 

 

Towing capacity: 1200kg braked 

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 



 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA MAZDA 

DEALERSHIPS 

 

 

Albury-Wodonga – Alessi Mazda, 609 Hume Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

0810 

 

Shepparton – Shepparton Mazda, 7985-7989 Goulburn Valley Highway, Phone: 

(03) 5823 2100 

 

Wagga – Wagga Mazda, 221 Urana Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0800  

 

Wangaratta – One Mile Motors, 10-14 Templeton Street, Phone: (03) 5721 

5677 

  

 

 

 


