
‘SUMMERTIME and the livin’ is easy’, wrote George Gershwin for the 1935 

opera Porgy and Bess. 

George is right, as December (it’s not that far away), January, February in this 

little corner of the world - North East Victoria and the Southern Riverina - is all 

about a laid-back lifestyle, given that these summer months overflow with 

public – and annual – holidays. 

As the region is Australia’s largest inland playground, it attracts visitors and 

holiday makers in their droves, with many opting to camp by the many lakes, 

rivers and streams, or at a caravan park, of which there are many. 

Or some other out-of-the-way place. 

They arrive in their 4WDs towing caravans big and small, in SUVs, people-

movers, utes, campervans, sedans, station wagons, motorbikes. 

Whatever. 

For a young couple, a mum and dad with one or two littlies, or even a more 

mature couple, there is another option, and it is called the Caddy Beach. 

According to Volkswagen Australia, which sells this five-seat Caddy van 

derivative, it is ‘the most affordable and the cleverest recreational vehicle on 

sale’. 

‘It is a return to our roots – an inexpensive and fun campervan much like the 

original Kombi’. 

That it is, but despite its Beach nomenclature, it is a year-round, every day 

workhorse that is primed ready for that weekend getaway. 

This clever part, or full-time, camper is based on the long-wheelbase VW 

Caddy Maxi Trendline and packs a lot of lifestyle into its compact dimensions. 

The Caddy Beach is 4.87-metres long and stands 1.8-metres high and wide, and 

comes standard with a fold-out bed, walk-through 2.3-metre x 2-metre tent 

mounted to the tailgate, two folding camp chairs and a table, tray tables for rear 

seat passengers, block-out window curtains, a rechargeable torch, and four 

storage bags for each of the rear side windows. 

Then there are all the goodies that come standard with the Maxi Trendline. 

The Caddy Beach is as good as it gets for an off-the-shelf, spur-of-the-moment, 

any day escape vehicle. 



It costs $45,990, plus the usual on road costs, or $9300 more than the standard 

Maxi Trendline. 

What it packs into its relatively compact dimensions is quite remarkable, plus it 

comes with the same advanced safety technology and standard kit as the vehicle 

on which it is based and is powered by the same 92kW/220Nm, 1.4-litre turbo 

petrol engine mated to a seven-speed DSG gearbox. 

Our review Caddy Beach was resplendent in vibrant Sandstorm Yellow 

paintwork, but it can be had in six other colours - Viper Green, Candy White, 

Fortana Red, Indium Grey, Reflex Silver, and Starlight Blue 

The Beach is identified by discreet Beach decals, bi-xenon headlamps, 17-inch 

alloy wheels, black roof rails, tinted rear tail-lamps, and rear privacy glass. 

Several options are available if you don’t won’t to tow a small trailer. 

They include a bicycle carrier, a surfboard carrier, and a roof box. 

The Beach’s safety features include autonomous braking (Front Assist and City 

Emergency Brake), Adaptive Cruise Control, Lane Keep Assist, driver fatigue 

detection, and fog lights with cornering functionality.  

Also standard are rear parking sensors and a rear view camera, and hill hold 

function. 

The Caddy Beach drives no differently than a Maxi Trendline, despite weighing 

in 90 kilograms heavier courtesy of the standard camping gear. 

Before finding somewhere to ‘rough it’ for a night, we firstly had to get from 

the Caddy’s Melbourne lodgings at Keilor Park, to Albury-Wodonga, and that 

meant a 305-kilometre, three-and-a-half-hour drive north-east along a busier-

than-usual Hume Freeway owing to school holiday traffic. 

The Polish-built Caddy’s turbocharged, four-cylinder petrol engine, which 

operated on a diet of 95RON, pulled the vehicle’s weight along easily enough 

on the flat, but its meagre outputs had the seven-speed transmission working 

hard between its indirects through the hilly bits, such as the Great Dividing 

Range between Wallan and Broadford. 

It rode nicely enough, its MacPherson strut front/leaf-spring rear suspension 

soaking up most of the freeway undulations and bumps well before they could 

be transferred to the cabin, but on so-so rural roads and around town it was a 



different story as the rear shuddered over low-speed bumps and had trouble 

coping with corrugations. 

Despite its commercial background, the five-seater Beach was quiet and 

comfortable, and we had plenty to keep us entertained, amused and cosy on the 

long haul home. 

Its standard cabin features included a Light and Sight package comprising rain-

sensing wipers, dusk-sensing headlights and auto dimming rear view mirror, a 

leather-wrapped, multi-function steering wheel with height and reach 

adjustment, LED cabin lights, a coloured multifunction display, six-speaker 

sound linked to a Composition Media system with CD player, Apple CarPlay, 

Android Auto and MirrorLink compatibility, plus AUX, USB and SD inputs. 

Safely back in Albury-Wodonga it was time to plan our week’s drive program 

and where to set up camp for an overnighter. 

But first, a dry run to make sure we were au fait with assembling and 

disassembling the tent and all the other trappings that came with the Beach. 

The Caddy design team has done a magical job in making sure the process of 

setting up is relatively straight-forward and that afterwards everything can be 

quickly and neatly stowed away ready for the next adventure. 

Storage bags for the rear side windows, a ventilation window, block-out 

curtains for all windows, including the windscreen, and even a mini magnetic 

rechargeable torch, are part and parcel of the camping assemblage. 

All this gear is OK for a one or two night stay at that favourite camping or 

fishing spot, but for anything longer you will have a problem as this little 

camper that could does not have a separate battery for the likes of a fridge or for 

running other electrical appliances. 

That means finding room for an esky and gas cook-top, and for a portable 

generator. 

Then again, it was designed more as a one day/weekend getaway vehicle rather 

than a full blown campervan or as a Kombi try-hard. 

One of the Caddy Beach’s big plusses is that, during week days, the bed and 

most of the other items can be removed and stored, restoring it to its original 

intent – being a long-wheelbase Caddy people-mover capable of moving around 

five people and a fair swag of gear. 



But be warned, you will need two people to disassemble the bed and two people 

to reinstall it. 

And two persons are better than one at setting up camp as the tent is a bit of a 

handful for one. 

The set-up instructions are a bit daunting but follow them carefully and you 

should have little trouble getting everything hooked up ready for a night under 

the stars. 

Owner’s manual in hand and a clear, flat site selected at Ludlows Reserve by 

the shore at Lake Hume, we got stuck into the task of folding out the comfy 

double-sized bed which folded forward across the first and second row seat 

backs (easy), setting up of chairs and table (super easy), fixing window shades, 

and an air vent to a side window (simple). 

Now for the tent that clipped onto studs mounted around the Caddy’s large, lift-

up tailgate. 

Once snap-locked onto the door frame, the tent was then secured to the ground 

courtesy of tent pegs with elastic straps. 

A now expandable tailgate gave us 2.3m x 2m of enclosed living space, with 

walkthrough function. 

Not so easy but doing it by one’s self would have been a little more difficult. 

The tent did not have a floor, so a mat or other type of flooring needs to be 

packed. 

The tent fitted neat and tight around the rear gate, but it would by no means be 

mosquito or bug proof. 

Pack the Aeroguard! 

Once fully assembled the Caddy Beach did not look out of place among the 

other assorted mobile accommodation parked at the reserve. 

If you are staying anywhere for more than a day you will no doubt have to carry 

said camp stove and cooler box, otherwise the Caddy Beach offers all the 

creature comforts required for a day at, well, the beach. 

Or by a lake, a stream, that favourite fishing spot, or even at home in the back 

yard for, say, emergency guest accommodation. 



Just bear in mind that the Caddy is not a 4WD camper, so if an actual beach is 

in mind for an overnight stay, keep well away from sand.  

Same goes when heading bush.  

Plan well ahead and keep on hard, even ground, as the Caddy only has 175mm 

of ground clearance and, with a three-metre wheelbase, you may end up 

‘beaching’ the vehicle. 

The Caddy did come with traction and stability control and an electronic diff 

lock but be aware of the vehicle’s limitations. 

The Caddy Multivan Beach was powered by a 1.4-litre, TSI220, turbocharged, 

four-cylinder petrol engine which developed a respectable 92kW of power and a 

useful 220Nm of torque, the latter available between 1500rpm and 3500rpm. 

It was mated to a seven-speed DSG automatic transmission driving the front 

wheels. 

Despite its meagre outputs, and the fact that it was hauling around just over two 

tonnes (GVM), this little engine that could made a fair fist of it. 

Aside from enjoying its day in the sun, we also drove the Caddy Beach across 

our usual 153-kilometre Ovens Goldfields District route which includes steep 

hills, windy sections with sweeping curves and hairpins, short and long 

straights, and a section or two of unsealed road. 

The ’Beach’ handled the bends and hustled through the twisty bits, sitting flat, 

with nice weighting and feedback from the steering and plenty of stopping 

power from the four-wheel disc brakes. 

The Caddy accelerated nicely enough and the smooth-operating DSG gearbox 

was jerk-free and worked in unison with the 1.4-litre engine to help keep it on 

the boil, especially on the steep climb up the ‘Rising Sun’ between the farming 

settlement of Wooragee and the historic gold-mining town of Beechworth.  

VW claims 6 litres per 100 kilometres fuel consumption for the ‘Beach’, but we 

returned an excellent 6.6L/100km after a week’s driving. 

Its diet is 95RON premium petrol.  

The Caddy was designed as a light commercial van and in short wheelbase form 

it is a ripper of a little unit to scamper about town in, but the long wheelbase 

Maxi requires a bit more care in the same environment. 



The SWB Caddy is 4408mm long, 1773mm wide and stands 1823mm, while 

the Maxi Trendline is 4878mm long, 1793mm wide, and is 1831mm in height. 

The SWB has an 11.1-metre turning circle, the LWB 12.2-metres. 

The Maxi has a braked towing capacity of 1300kg which is enough to tow a 

small trailer. 

One thing that was not an issue with our Caddy Beach was cabin storage, thanks 

in part to its delivery/trade van origins. 

There was a large built-in tray with 12-volt outlet atop the dash, bottle-friendly 

door pockets, a large, full width, overhead storage tray, oddments bins, a lidded 

bin between the front seats, a console tray, ‘secret’ under-floor bins in the 

second row, a slide out drawer under the front passenger seat, as well as the 

multi-purpose bags mounted either side of the rear compartment. 

There was also plenty of room under the bed for extra storage. 

The ‘Beach’ had excellent access courtesy of the large, lift-up rear door and 

dual sliding side doors. 

All seats slid and folded easily, with the second row also able to be removed.  

Safety and other features included ISOFIX mounting points fitted to the two 

outer rear seats, adaptive cruise control, start/stop function, daytime running 

lights, manual air conditioning, front, side and curtain airbags, a full size spare 

wheel, three 12 volt outlets, a USB outlet, driver fatigue feature, digital speedo, 

and a self-dimming interior rear view mirror. 

Sat-nav is not fitted but you can navigate your way around using Apple CarPlay 

or Android Auto using your smartphone to access Google Maps. 

The Caddy Beach is an excellent compact camper, full of fun yet practical and 

is a winner for surfers, singles/couples, or a small family which likes to break 

free at weekends and head to wherever their hearts desire. 

It invokes the simplicity of the original Kombi - albeit on a slightly smaller 

scale - and represents good value for money for those that want more comfort 

and convenience than sleeping in a tent. 

And you will be a pro at setting everything up after just one attempt (folding 

and getting the tent back into its carry bag did test us). 

Simple! 



Stripped of its weekend getaway package, the multi-purpose Caddy Maxi 

Trendline is the perfect weekday family transport as it can carry five people in 

relative comfort, plus it has a huge cargo hold for all sorts of things. 

Like all new Volkswagens, the Caddy Beach comes with five year/unlimited 

kilometre warranty, 12 months roadside assist and the option of capped price 

servicing. 

 

 

Price: VW Caddy Maxi Trendline Beach, $45,990 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 1.4-litre TSI220, turbocharged, four-cylinder petrol  

Power: 92kW at 4800rpm  

Torque: 220Nm at 1500-3500rpm  

Transmission: Seven-speed DSG automatic. Front-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 6.6L/100km 95RON 

Fuel tank capacity: 55 litres  

Towing capacity: 1300kg braked  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA VOLKSWAGEN 

DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Wodonga Prestige, 167-171 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, 

Phone: (02) 6055 9900 

Shepparton – Shepparton Volkswagen, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5844 

Wagga – Riverina Volkswagen, 42-50 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6666 

 

 


