
WOODONGA, Wordonger, Belvoir, Wodonga. 

Albury’s across-the-border twin city has been known by several names since the 

late 1840s - 1850s, but Wodonga it is, an Aboriginal word meaning 

‘bullrushes’. 

The first white settler set up a store and a market garden in 1836 near to where 

the city centre is today, but back in the day it was founded as a customs post on 

the Victorian bank of the Murray River (Albury is on the opposite bank in New 

South Wales). 

Wodonga was established in 1854 but its name was changed to Belvoir when a 

post office opened in 1856 and the sleepy little village was called that until 1869 

when it reverted to its original name. 

Wodonga was proclaimed a city in 1973 and although the smaller and less 

prosperous cousin to its sister city across the border (Alburians referred to 

Wodonga as ‘struggle town’), in recent years it has ‘exploded’, growing at a 

rate which has caught everyone by surprise. 

The gateway to Victoria and New South Wales, Wodonga is a major logistic hub, 

stock selling and food and metal manufacturing centre between Melbourne and 

Sydney. 

It is the seventh largest regional city in the state and has experienced a strong 
population growth over the past 25 years, with its present population being a 

healthy 43,000. 

The population is expected to be over 50,000 by 2030.  

Albury-Wodonga and surrounds has a combined population of over 100,000, 

making it Australia’s largest inland city. 

Wodonga is home to The Country Driver, Australia’s leading rural-based 

lifestyle motoring website, and as we had a Nissan Qashqai Ti pencilled into our 

busy road review schedule, we decided we would take it, and our readers, on a 

sight and fact-finding drive in and around this vibrant border city. 

When the Qashqai was launched here in 2014, the three-model-strong range did 

not include a Ti variant, that role filled temporarily by a special edition, high-

spec N-TEC model. 

It was dropped mid-last year with the arrival of the Ti, the ‘show pony’ variant 

of not only the Qashqai range, but also the X-Trail and Pathfinder. 

Ti features several additions not offered on the N-TEC, including Nappa 

leather-accented seat trim with quilted cushioning, Intelligent Cruise Control, 

and Intelligent Lane Intervention. 

Adding to these two particular safety features is what Nissan calls its Nissan 

Intelligent Mobility technology which includes Intelligent Emergency Braking 



with Forward Collision Warning, front and rear parking sensors, a reverse 

camera, Lane Departure Warning, Hill Start Assist, Brake Assist, and an electric 

park brake with auto hold, all of which are standard across the Qashqai range 

Ti adds Intelligent Park Assist, a 360-degree Intelligent Around View Monitor 

with Moving Object Detection, Intelligent Driver Alert, Blind Spot Warning 

and High Beam Assist.  

Rear Cross Traffic Alert and an Adaptive Front-lighting System with LED 

headlights are also standard on the Ti. 

Inside, the Ti boasts an intelligent key with push button engine start, one touch 

front and rear window controls, DAB+ digital radio, sat-nav, a rear view 

camera, 7-inch colour screen infotainment system, dual-zone climate control, an 

auto-dimming rear view mirror, and electric adjustments for the front seats, with 

two-memory positions for the driver’s seat. 

The Ti is the Qashqai with the lot and my Vivid Blue example was the perfect 

way to suss out a city rich in history and boasting a burgeoning café culture 

scene. 

What really put Wodonga on the map was the arrival of the North East railway 

line. 

Wodonga Railway Station was opened on November 21, 1873, with the 

connection to Albury completed in June 1883. 

The station was also the terminus for the Cudgewa line which closed in 1981. 

A new railway station for Wodonga was built to the west of the city as part of 

the Wodonga Rail Bypass project which took the railway out of the centre of 

town.  

The original station, which closed in 2008, has been restored and houses two 

restaurants and, along with the original goods shed which has also been 

restored, forms Junction Place, a new centrepiece for the city. 

Junction Place, a realigned main street, and two new shopping centres has 

reinvigorated the city centre, but there is more to Wodonga than just High Street 

(yes, that’s the name of the main ‘drag’). 

The city boasts three other shopping centres, two homemaker centres, a TAFE 

college and a campus of Latrobe University, an Australian Defence Force base 

at Bandiana, pre, primary and high schools, first class professional and medical 

facilities, a hospital and a private hospital, a number of retirement villages, 

numerous parks, gardens and walking/cycling tracks, a racecourse and 

showgrounds, the new railway station, numerous hotels and taverns and the 

national fast food chains, and The Border Mail, the region’s daily newspaper. 



There is also Woodland Grove and the landmark water tower in the city centre, 

while Huon Hill to the east affords spectacular views not only across the city, 

but to Albury, Lake Hume, the Murray River floodplain, and the Victorian Alps. 

Apart from the usual suspects in terms of housing estates – central, north, south, 

east and west – Wodonga’s satellites, Baranduda and Killara, are fast becoming 

home to those looking for a semi-rural outlook, but no matter who lives where, 

a vehicle such as the Qashqai is a perfect mode of transport for urban dwellers. 

The Qashqai (previously Dualis) competes in the small SUV segment where it 

has been a mainstay since day one. 

All variants are powered by a 106kW/200Nm 2-litre, normally-aspirated four-

cylinder petrol engine mated to a CVT transmission, or a six-speed manual in 

base ST trim. 

There is no diesel or four-wheel-drive offerings and you can get seated in an 

entry ST from $27,490, plus the usual on-road costs. 

The as-reviewed Ti is priced from $37,990. 

Qashqai has received several running changes since launch, including the 

addition of Nissan Intelligent Mobility technologies. 

I had already reviewed an ST-L and an N-TEC Qashqai and was hoping the Ti 

would address the items I would want in my Qashqai if buying one. 

And it has, except for Apple CarPlay and Android Auto. 

Measuring in at 4394mm in length, 1806mm in width, 1595mm in height and 

boasting 188mm of ground clearance and a turning circle of 11.17-metres, the 

Qashqai is the (almost) perfect city SUV as it is easy to park, easy to manoeuvre 

into a tight parking spot, and easy to wheel down narrow alleyways and tight 

streets. 

From driving the ST-L and N-TEC variants I knew what was under the bonnet 

and what underpinnings the body was bolted to and how the vehicle performed 

on the sealed, twisty roads that go up hill and down dale, through rich farmland, 

along straight sections, and through small villages and towns dotted along our 

usual test route.  

Nissan has not fiddled with Qashqai's powertrain. 

It didn't need to.  

The areas of steering, ride and handling, NVH (noise, vibration and harshness), 

and safety it did. 

But the changes are more than fiddles. 



Nissan engineers got to and got on top of these areas of complaint in the 

original outing.  

The city and outer suburbs are where the Qashqai will spend most of its time 

playing, but when the family does need to spend some time away from the 

hustle and bustle and head bush, it is going to thank you for it as it does like to 

stretch its legs and poke around places like that favourite fishing or camping 

spot, bush tracks, or even in the nearby snowfields.  

Be mindful though of the Qashqai's off-road limitations. 

Driving around Wodonga presented no problems, not even when visiting the 

sites of some of its major industries such as Mars Petcare, Visy Board, Wilson 

Transformers, Vitasoy, BAE Systems, Woolworths Distribution Centre and 

Bradken. 

And that was just scratching the surface. 

Wodonga done it was time to head south along our usual 153-kilometre drive 

route through what is known as the Ovens Goldfields District, passing through 

the farming community of Wooragee, the historic goldfields towns of 

Beechworth, Stanley and Yackandandah, and returning to Albury-Wodonga via 

Bonegilla, Baranduda and Leneva. 

Through back-blocks and along narrow sealed roads, we were cocooned inside a 

comfortable and quiet cabin where we were able to carry on a normal 

conversation.  

That quietness carried over once we hit the gravel, with the only complaint 

being the way the Ti’s larger 19-inch wheels crashed into potholes instead of 

riding over them.  

Handling became skittish, but the ride remained comfortable and controllable.  

Nissan engineers have tweaked the MacPherson strut front/multi-link rear 

suspension by stiffening the front anti-roll bar and updating both spring and 

damper rates to give a firmer, flatter ride around town and on the open road.  

And it was this stiffer set-up that made the vehicle a little nervous when pushed 

along the dirt tracks.  

Keeping it in its usual playground the Qashqai rode and handled exceptionally 

well and didn't get too upset when in someone else's sandpit. 

Qashqai's speed-sensitive power steering gave good feedback, especially when 

pushing across those favourite twisty bits, while other electronic wizardry 



hidden within Qashqai's chassis was Chassis Control, Intelligent Trace Control, 

and Intelligent Ride Control, all working silently to provide a comfortable and 

safe ride.  

The Ti’s 2-litre engine, which was fired into life by a start/stop button, wasn't 

flush with power (106kW) but its 200Nm of torque was handy around town and 

when we were confronted with some steep grades, especially through the 

Stanley Pine Plantation.  

The CVT did an excellent job of keeping the engine on the boil, but it did have 

a tendency to 'flare' under spirited acceleration.  

For the most part it went about its business in a seamless manner, while the 

vehicle's brakes were well on top of their game. 

Nissan's 'small' SUV seemed to enjoy its play on this route, and one thing we 

did notice was the lack of dust that would otherwise have accumulated, 

especially on the rear screen.  

For those that would be taking their Ti to their favourite getaway destination 

and need to take extra gear in a trailer or tow a small camper, it has a maximum 

braked towing capacity of 1200kg. 

Being a freezing cold day when we did our ‘goldfields’ run, but with plenty of 

sunshine, we had the chance to enjoy its warmth through the panoramic glass 

sunroof, with the dual zone climate control keeping the interior at a toasty 22-

degrees. 

A boon for rural buyers was the standard auto LED headlights, a must for those 

who do a lot of night driving.  

The Ti also gave us an electric park brake with an automatic-hold function, 

intelligent cruise control, a six-speaker AM/FM/CD/AUX audio system and a 

digital (DAB+) radio, a rear-view camera, heated electric folding mirrors, sat-

nav, heated front seats, an intelligent around-view monitor with moving-object 

detection, rain-sensing wipers, Blind Spot Warning, fog lamps, roof rails, 

Bluetooth audio streaming, a shark-fin antenna, rear roof spoiler, a centre 

armrest, USB port, interior mood lighting, rear privacy glass, and one-touch 

open/close for all four windows.  

Our run along some of the Murray Valley Highway back to Wodonga gave us 

time to savour the quietness and to enjoy the on-road comfort and the feel of the 

classy interior.  



The dashboard was a fuss-free affair, with a mixture of soft-feel and hard 

plastics with, as its centrepiece, a 7-inch LCD colour touch-screen multi-media 

display that was easy to navigate around.  

The driver was able to dial up the perfect driving position courtesy of a fully-

adjustable, multi-function, flat-bottomed steering wheel and an (almost) infinite 

range from the electric adjustable seat.  

Thrown into our return route were some extra hilly, twisty back roads between 

Stanley and Mudgegonga which gave the well-shaped, well-bolstered front seats 

a work out during some spirited cornering.  

Their slim profile meant a bit of extra knee room for rear seat passengers who 

also enjoyed added comfort and support, but they did not get rear air-vents.  

Rear seat child restraints included outboard ISOFIX mounts and three top tether 

anchorage points.  

Qashqai's cargo hold is good for 430 litres but fold the 60/40-split seat backs 

down and that increases to 1598 litres.  

The Ti also included Nissan's clever flexible cargo system, tie-down hooks, and 

a cargo blind.  

Residing under the floor, unfortunately, was a space-saver spare wheel. 

Other storage options included a deep glove-box, a two-tiered bin beneath the 

centre armrest, front and rear cup-holders, four door pockets with bottle holder 

in each, two oddments bins below the centre console, and rear seat map pockets.  

Missing in action were a roof-mounted sunglasses holder and no USB, AUX, or 

power outlet for rear seat passengers.  

No matter which grade, all Qashqais come with six airbags and a five-star 

ANCAP safety rating.  

Our review Ti had few faults and did everything asked of it.  

The Qashqai is a practical and family-functional small (almost medium) SUV 

that, in Ti guise, lacks nothing in terms of standard equipment and safety 

features.  

And for those that need to lift the bonnet for that weekly check, be warned, that 

bonnet is heavy.  

 

 



Price: Nissan Qashqai 2-litre Ti $37,990 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 2-litre, DOHC, 16-valve, four-cylinder petrol  

Power: 106kW at 6000rpm  

Torque: 200Nm at 4400rpm  

Transmission: CVT, front-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 7.1L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 65 litres 

Towing capacity: 1200kg braked 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA NISSAN 

DEALERSHIPS 

Albury-Wodonga - McRae Nissan, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6051 5555  

Mansfield - Martin's Garage, 52-54 Chenery Street, Mansfield Phone: (03) 5733 

1000 

Shepparton - Thompson Nissan, 340 Midland Highway, Shepparton Phone: (03) 

5822 2666  

Wagga - Riverina Nissan, 44-52 Dobney Avenue, Wagga Phone: (02) 6932 

6611 

Walla - Lieschke Nissan, 63 Commercial Street, Walla Walla Phone: (02) 6029 

2202  

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Nissan, 45-47 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 

5722 2000 


