
Up hill and down dale in a 2020 Pajero Sport 

 

AUSTRALIA is coming out of lockdown, all state borders should be open by 

spring and, for our little corner of the world, there will be a snow season. 

 

The population will again start to travel and while international journeys are still 

a no-no, the lifting of bans on intra and interstate travel means more people will 

be holidaying in their own back yard. 

 

And for those wanting to get out and see what country Australia has to offer, 

Mitsubishi has landed just the vehicle for that next adventure, the updated 

Pajero Sport large SUV. 

 

It has all bases covered, no matter where you want to go or what you want to 

do. 

 

Although it has many competitors, the Pajero Sport is one tough nut, it can be 

had in five or seven seat configuration and you can get your family seated in the 

entry five seat GLX from $46,990. 

 

If you want to go the full hog, the all-bells-and-whistle Exceed is priced from 

$57,190, 

 

Any early doubts we may have had about the then new Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 

were quickly dispelled well before the half-way mark of the original press 

launch on the NSW mid-coast in 2015. 

 

The pre-drive hype had us thinking is this vehicle going to be as good as they 

are telling us, or is it going to disappoint. 

 

Thankfully, what was promised was delivered, so much so that Mitsubishi has 

left well alone its popular and practical flagship model – until now.  

 

At first glance not a lot seems to have changed, but changes are plentiful and the 

more one looks, the more one finds. 

 

There are myriad exterior design changes, a more luxurious interior, better 

safety, tech and connectivity, and improved performance, with old friends such 

as Mitsubishi’s tough-as-nails Super Select 4WD-II system carried over for 

those more adventurous types. 

 

Four variants are available: GLX five seater, GLS five seater, GLS seven seater 

and Exceed seven seater - all powered by the same 133kW/430Nm 2.4-litre 



four-cylinder MIVEC turbo-diesel engine mated to an eight-speed automatic 

transmission. 

 

All areas of the Pajero Sport have undergone a tickle or a tweak, enough one 

hopes to see it through another five years without having to come into the pits 

for a major overhaul. 

 

Instead of sand and some hinterland driving to play in as we did back when, this 

time we got to play in our own back yard, limited as it is owing to differing 

travel laws both sides of the NSW/Victoria border which we call home. 

 

Marque spotters will have no problem picking this latest Pajero Sport out from a 

crowd as its wears a similar front mask as that of the popular, latest model 

Triton commercial range on which it is based, meaning plenty of sharp angles 

and a futuristic look like no other. 

 

Safety is improved with the addition of Lane Change Assist and Rear Cross 

Traffic Alert, there is a new, easy-to-sight-and-read 8-inch colour digital 

touchscreen with Apple CarPlay and Android Auto connectivity, a proximity 

key for ease of entry, and push button start. 

 

Interior changes include a smoother, more prestigious look, with additional 

storage, a revised console, and nifty door handles and surrounds. 

 

Reviewed here is the mid-range GLS seven seater which is priced from 

$52,490, $1000 more than the five seat variant. 

 

The entry GLX comes standard with Forward Collision Mitigation, rear air 

vents with cooler, an electric park brake and brake auto hold function, and a 

3.1-tonne braked towing capacity, with the GLX adding leather trim, a rear 

differential lock, auto rain sensing wipers and auto headlights, dual zone air-

con, self-dipping interior rear view mirror, adaptive cruise control, rear privacy 

glass, and a power tailgate with ‘kick’ function. 

 

Our review vehicle also came with an optional tow bar and a rear roof spoiler. 

 

Other exterior niceties included electric folding rear view mirrors, sidesteps, 

roof rails, a nice-looking set of six-spoke alloy wheels, LED daytime running 

lights and LED fog lamps, rear parking sensors and rear view camera and, 

thankfully, LED headlights which we see as a must for rural driving. 

 

We also got to enjoy during our week long drive, big and comfy leather-covered 

seats, with both driver and front seat passenger seats having electric adjustment, 



a fully-adjustable steering wheel, paddle shifters, an 8-inch driver information 

display (no digital speed), and door courtesy /puddle lamps. 

 

After collecting our Pajero Sport finished in Starlight body colour with black 

leather trim, we headed north east from its Keilor Park digs in north west 

Melbourne, skirting Tullamarine Airport, before following Old Sydney Road to 

the northern outskirts of Wallan. 

 

Our return journey from there to our home base of Albury-Wodonga was via the 

Northern Highway and as much of the old Hume Highway (Old 31) as is still 

navigable. 

 

Being built off the Triton means the Pajero Sport is a rugged SUV that is just at 

home travelling B and C roads as it is cruising the freeway, which we avoid at 

every opportunity. 

 

There are just too many other options that take you through villages, towns and 

cities that have been bypassed by the Hume Freeway. 

 

And, with a vehicle such as the Pajero Sport, there is also the opportunity to 

turn onto a road we have never been along before, knowing that if it does end 

up nowhere, we are not going to get stuck thanks to the Pajero Sport’s excellent 

off-road capability. 

 

That part of the freeway we did have to diverge back onto proved that this latest 

Pajero Sport outing is more car-like in its comfort levels and in the way it 

drives. 

 

It is quiet, economical, offers all on board a good view of their surrounds, and 

has more than enough tech and connectivity to keep everyone happy until you 

are able to get back onto a road offering scenery and more excitement. 

 

The Pajero Sport’s four-cylinder diesel engine which debuted in the new-look 

Triton light commercial range, is modern, responsive, quiet and fuel efficient, 

our GLS sipping 6.8-litres per 100 kilometres on our run along highway and 

byway. 

 

The eight-speed automatic has helped enormously here, the marriage between 

the two units made in heaven. 

 

With all regional roads again accepting non-local traffic, and plenty of it during 

our time with the Pajero Sport (read ridiculous), we opted for a couple of close 

by drives – Huon Hill Parklands to the immediate east of Wodonga, and 



Baranduda Regional Park to the city’s south off the Wodonga-Beechworth 

Road. 

 

Both these public parks offer steep climbs that would show us what the Pajero 

Sport was made of, with recent rain making some of the tracks quite slippery, 

rutted and corrugated. 

 

The dirt/gravel/bitumen road to the summit of Huon Hill is navigable by car, 

whereas the Mount Baranduda ‘road’ is best left to four-wheel-drive vehicles, 

such as the Pajero Sport. 

 

Rising 263-metres and standing sentinel above the Murray and Kiewa rivers 

floodplains, Huon Hill offers spectacular views of Lake Hume, the Kiewa 

Valley, the Victorian High Country, Murray and Kiewa Rivers, and the twin 

cities of Albury-Wodonga. 

There is one, at times bone-shaking and corrugated, steep road which snakes its 

way up through grazing land to the summit. 

With ample seating, electric barbecues, shelters and composting toilets, Huon 

Hill is ideal for bushwalking, sightseeing, picnicking and photography. 

There are a variety of walking tracks ranging from 200-metres to three-

kilometres, but for the motorist you must stay on the road. 

The Mount Baranduda (Ewart) ‘road’, consists of broken bitumen all the way to 

the summit gate, with just two tracks available with which to do a bit of 

scouting along. 

Both tracks are dirt and are rough, but with the Pajero Sport you can select high-

range gearing (2WD/4WD) for normal road use, or low-range, which allows 

you to drive at very low speeds off road such as what confronted us. 

A multi-mode drive system on the centre console allows you to select 2H, 4H, 

4HLc, or 4LLc, the latter using the rear diff lock to get you through or out of 

sticky situations. 

 

We reverted to 4HLc on one section of a track to see us safely through. 

 

There are also settings for different off-road conditions, such as gravel, sand, 

mud/snow, or rocks, all of which – sand aside – are prevalent in our region. 

 

Adding to the Pajero Sport’s off-road capabilities are short overhangs, 

electronic traction control, hill start control, hill descent control, an 11.2-metre 

turning circle, and a handy 218mm of ground clearance. 



 

The double wishbone with coil spring front/3-link coil rear suspension offered 

good articulation, and the as-fitted Toyo A32 265/60R18 Open Country tyres 

plenty of grip, especially in the muddy stuff. 

 

For those weekend adventurers, or for those heading to that favourite fishing or 

camping spot, the Pajero Sport comes with trailer sway control if towing a boat 

and trailer or caravan. 

 

Rated braked towing capacity is 3100kg. 

 

Off the hills and into the twin cities, we found the Pajero Sport not too much of 

a handful in the cut and thrust of inner city traffic, despite steering on the heavy 

side and large external dimensions. 

 

Parking, reversing, and squeezing down narrow laneways was relatively easy, 

helped by a crystal clear rear view camera, rear parking sensors and large 

external rear view mirrors. 

 

Pajero Sport’s cabin is roomy and comfortable but getting in does require a 

head-first approach owing to the low roof line. 

 

Once seated, the driver is confronted by a sensible, well laid out dash and 

instrument panel, with the central touchscreen easy to sight and manoeuvre 

around. 

 

It allows you to access the vehicle’s Bluetooth phone connectivity, AM/FM and 

digital radio (DAB+), and other vehicle settings, plus there are iPod and USB 

inputs, a three-pin 150w power outlet, numerous 12-volt outlets, steering wheel 

remotes, climate control air-con, and plenty of bins, trays and storage pockets. 

 

Two older grandchildren who scrambled onto the third row complained of lack 

of leg and headroom, but after swapping them for smaller tykes, no complaints. 

 

Three adults occupying the second row had nothing to complain about, either. 

 

The second row has a pull-down centre armrest with fold-out cupholders, plus 

there are outboard ISOFIX mounts. 

 

Accessing the third row is as simple as fold and slide the second row and, when 

the third row is not in use, the seat squabs fold up against the second row seat 

backs and the 50:50 seat backs fold flat into the boot floor. 

 



Row two has a 60:40 split, meaning plenty of passenger/luggage flexibility. 

 

With second and third row seats folded, 1624-litres of cargo space becomes 

available. 

 

The luggage compartment has tie-down hooks and a lidded compartment for 

odds and ends. 

 

After a week’s driving we returned an exceptional 9 litres per 100 kilometres, 

1L/100km above Mitsubishi’s claim. 

 

Pajero Sport is a well-made, well-priced family friendly wagon that is just at 

home in the city as it is wandering around the countryside, its preferred home. 

 

It drives nicely and is comfortable on and off road, its upgraded interior is a nice 

place to reside, it is practical and flexible and offers the choice of five or seven 

seats. 

 

This is one tough, functional, fully-loaded large 4WD that must be on 

everyone’s shopping list. 

 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Mitsubishi Australia 

 

Price: Mitsubishi Pajero Sport GLS 7-seat 4WD, $52,490 plus on-road costs  

 

Engine: 2.4-litre, four-cylinder, turbo-diesel 

 

Power: 133kW at 3500rpm  

 

Torque: 430Nm at 2500rpm  

 

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic. Super Select-11 all-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 9L/100km diesel 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 68 litres 

 

Towing capacity: 3100kg braked  

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

  

 



North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Mitsubishi dealerships  

 

 

Albury-Wodonga - Baker Mitsubishi, 490-494 Young Street, Albury Phone: 

(02) 6041 8400 

Lockhart – Smiths Motor Garage Pty Ltd, 58-60 Green Street, Phone: (02) 6920 

5556 

   

Shepparton – Shepparton Mitsubishi, 76-80 Benalla Road, Phone: (03) 5831 

0555 

 

Wagga – Thomas Bros Mitsubishi, 65 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0590 

 

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Mitsubishi, 29-43 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 

5722 2000    

  

 

 
 


