
Taking a Subaru Forester hybrid to the streets 

 

ALBURY-WODONGA is a place for all seasons and all reasons and, as we are 

still in COVID-19 lockdown and limited in our travel, we decided we would take 

you for a drive around our home town or, in our case, towns. 

OK. Cities.  

While thecountrydriver.com is based in the Victorian border city of Wodonga, 

on the opposite bank of the Murray River in New South Wales is the city of 

Albury, hence the twin cities of Albury-Wodonga. 

The jewel of inland Australia, Albury-Wodonga may be separated by the 

country’s greatest river, but as a community it operates as one rather than 

individually, despite both cities being run by separate councils and being in 

separate states. 

 

People live in Albury and work in Wodonga. 

 

People live in Wodonga but work in Albury. 

 

The twin cities share and share alike. 

 

Not much of that Sydney v Melbourne thing goes on, either. 

 

And it is interesting when locals are far from home and someone asks them where 

they are from. 

 

‘I’m from Albury (or Wodonga).’ 

 

‘Oh, you mean Albury-Wodonga,’ is the stock reply. 

 
With our usual 153-kilometre Ovens Goldfields District drive route stretching the 

friendship with authorities, our week’s drive in a Subaru Forester Hybrid S AWD 

was limited to a pick up and return trip to Melbourne and driving city and 

suburban streets of both Albury and Wodonga. 

 

There are six Forester variants, two being hybrids, an L and an S. 

 



The L is priced from $39,990, the range-topping, as-tested S, priced from 

$45,990, or $3000 more than equivalent petrol variants. 

 

The extra cost is the drivetrain and pedestrian recognition over the petrol’s 

Autonomous Emergency Braking. 

 

The 2.5i, 2.5i-L, 2.5i Premium, and 2.5i-S are, as the badging suggests, powered 

by a 2.5-litre boxer four cylinder petrol engine. There is no diesel variant. 

 

As with all Subarus, Foresters are all-wheel-drive and use a Lineartronic CVT 

transmission. 

 

Forester, which is Subaru’s biggest-selling model in Australia, competes in the 

medium SUV market and, like so many of its competitors, is now offered with a 

hybrid drivetrain, albeit late in coming. 

 

Toyota has sold over 15 million hybrid vehicles in 23 years. 

 

The easy giveaways that the Subaru Forester hybrid is something different are 

three strategically placed e-Boxer badges - one on the rear gate, and one either 

side of the vehicle just below the exterior rear view mirrors. 

The avid marque spotter will also notice a black contrast tailgate. 

The Forester system is like all hybrids, being powered by an internal 

combustion engine and an electric motor, which uses energy stored in a battery.  

It cannot be plugged in to charge the battery, instead the battery is charged 

through regenerative braking and by the internal combustion engine. 

The hybrid’s heart is a 2-litre, four-cylinder, boxer petrol engine producing 

110kW of power and 196Nm of torque, which is linked via Motor Assist to a 

small, high voltage lithium ion battery and an electric motor which produces 

12.3kW/66Nm. 

Depending on driving conditions the e-Boxer adjusts the power split between 

petrol and electric, automatically changing between petrol only, electric power 

only, or petrol and electric. 

From standstill or at low speed, the vehicle is powered by the electric motor 

only, for quiet, zero-emission driving. 

Depending upon driving environment, vehicle and battery condition, it can 

operate in fully electric mode up to 40 km/h. 



According to Subaru, the Forester and smaller XV hybrid, which uses the same 

drivetrain, offer fuel economy benefits, particularly in congested city driving, 

which it does. 

Lift the Forester’s bonnet and there is nothing out of the ordinary to see as the 

battery, drive motor inverter and DC/DC converter are located in a sub cargo 

floor, meaning slightly more boot space but no spare wheel, just a can of goo 

and an electric pump if you get a flat tyre. 

The hybrid variant weighs 67kg more than the non-hybrid.  

After collecting our review S Hybrid from its digs in the western Melbourne 

suburb of Altona, it was straight onto the Western Ring Road then the Hume 

Freeway, without deviation. 

There was nothing unusual in how the hybrid drove and we achieved a 

respectable 6.8 litres per 100 kilometres after 305-kilometres and three-and-a-

half-hours of driving. 

The fuel gauge was showing half full (or should that be half empty?) when we 

wheeled into our Wodonga office carpark. 

That is because the hybrid Foresters are fitted with a 40-litre fuel tank as against 

the petrol models’ 63 litres. 

We were well catered for and comfortable enough on our journey north east as 

the additional asking price over the 2.0e L gets you a lot more goodies, such as 

an electric sunroof, Harman Kardon sound system, electric folding second row 

seats, an 8-inch infotainment system (sat-nav, Apple CarPlay, Android Auto, 

Bluetooth), around-view cameras, leather interior, an electric tailgate, fold and 

auto-dip power exterior rear view mirrors, paddle shifters, LED headlights, 

sports pedals, and a driver-monitoring camera system. 

This system can recognise the driver's face and adjust the seat and rear-view 

mirrors to pre-set profiles and to keep an eye out to see whether you are paying 

attention to the road ahead. 

Neat. 

These features were on top of such goodies as roof rails, auto wipers and 

headlights, tyre pressure monitoring, dual-zone climate control, leather steering 

wheel and shifter, privacy glass, smart key, and push-button start. 

The hybrid S also gets a nice set of 18-inch wheels as against 17-inch used on 

the L hybrid variant. 



Then there’s Subaru’s EyeSight safety system which includes Adaptive Cruise 

Control, Pre-Collision Braking, Pre-Collision Throttle Management, Lane Sway 

and Departure Warning, Lane Keep Assist and Lead Vehicle Start Alert. 

In other words, all the very latest tech to make travelling in and around cities 

and towns and on the highways and byways as safe as possible, with Subaru’s 

symmetrical all-wheel-drive and X-Mode that can switch between normal, 

snow/dirt and deep snow/mud modes perfect for those (limited) off-road jaunts 

and trips to our local snow resorts making the trip even more so. 

And then there is SI-Drive which allows you to drive how you want to drive 

courtesy of two different modes: Intelligent (I), and Sport (S). 

For us it was the former as we spent the week touring our fair cities which, in 

the majority of the nation’s eyes, is one big city separated only by a hyphen. 

And the community likes it that way. 

 

Its seasons are distinct and extreme. 

 

Summer can be stinking hot, winter icy cold, but autumn and spring is nothing 

short of spectacular. 

 

From humble beginnings, the two towns have grown to become the envy of the 

rest of rural Australia. 

 

Everything the capital cities have, Albury-Wodonga have. 

 

Its infrastructure, educational facilities, tourist attractions, shopping precincts, 

restaurants, clubs and fine accommodation are second to none, it has a steady 

workforce with low unemployment thanks to major industries as well as the 

Department of Defence, its housing is affordable, it has hectares of magnificent 

parks as well as award-winning gardens and, unlike other places in the country, 

it boasts excellent facilities catering to just about every form of sport known to 

man. 

 

Albury-Wodonga is perfectly placed to be within easy reach of Sydney, 

Melbourne and Canberra which can be reached by road, rail, bus or air. 

 

Once thriving farming communities, both towns have grown into vibrant cities 

that are continually reinventing themselves, yet neither has lost sight of its roots. 

 

Typical of many rural towns, Albury and Wodonga plodded along, with Wodonga 

always dragging its heels to the point that it became known as ‘Struggle Town’. 



 

What a difference a couple of decades can make, as since Wodonga was 

proclaimed a city in 1973, it has gone ahead in leaps and bounds, to the point that 

it has outstripped Albury in terms of urban sprawl. 

 

Both cities are as relaxed and as friendly as they have always been, despite 

significant changes to both. 

 

Where once Dean Street, Albury and High Street, Wodonga, were the cultural, 

business and shopping hubs, now suburban shopping centres, homemaker centres 

and a café culture, as well as clubs and restaurants, are taking that cosmopolitan 

feel to a new level. 

 

Basic hotel accommodation and one or two motels – which catered for visitors 

and travellers – have morphed into accommodation on a grand scale and 

entertainment these days is equal to anything in the capital cities. 

 

The old Hume Highway, which wended its way through city streets, has been 

replaced by an internal bypass, the main Sydney-Melbourne railway line which 

caused havoc to High Street, Wodonga, motorists is gone and now you fly into 

the twin cities in jet aircraft where you are greeted by a terminal that is second to 

none in rural Australia. 

 

Albury-Wodonga has outstanding public and private schools, universities and 

TAFE colleges, new civic centres, Albury has a stunning LibraryMuseum and Art 

Gallery, Wodonga The Cube. 

 

But to their credit, both cities have not lost contact with their past. 

 

You are reminded of the skills of the Wiradjuri people who carefully cut bark 

from trees to make canoes, scars of which can still be seen today, and of the 

‘discovery’ by early explorers as evidenced by the Hovell Tree. 

 

The Albury and Wodonga war memorials also remind locals of those brave 

service men and women who gave their lives in all overseas conflicts. 

 

Albury-Wodonga has given the nation and indeed the world, many fine, talented 

people and it will continue to do so. 

 

Its heritage buildings, both private and public, are magnificent structures. 

 

There are first-class conference centres, wide streets remain tree-lined and 

multiculturalism has played a major part in making the cities what they are today. 



 

And, with Albury-Wodonga as your main holiday base, there is no end to the 

many towns, cities, historic sites, gourmet and wine regions and snowfields you 

can visit, yet still have plenty of time to ‘come home’ for the night before setting 

off on another adventure. 

 

It is indeed the gateway to everywhere. 

 

Albury-Wodonga is a beautiful place, filled with beautiful people. 

 

There is no better reason to live here or to visit. 

 

Like any city, Albury or Wodonga have their fair share of narrow streets and 

laneways, but we could not find any that stood in the way of the Forester, despite 

its medium SUV segment status and large-ish boxy dimensions. 

 

It is 4625mm long, 1815mm wide and stands 1730mm tall, has a ground clearance 

of 220mm, short front and rear overhangs, and a turning circle of 10.8-metres. 

 

The S hybrid’s front and rear parking sensors, around-view camera, big exterior 

rear view mirrors, rear view camera, high seating position and good all-round 

vision, meant it was an easy vehicle to park, with that good ground clearance 

meaning it cleared all speed humps. 

 

Although adequately powerful, the hybrid does not have the electrically-

improved push you expect from a modern hybrid, and the restart of the petrol 

engine can be a tad slow.  

 

The S hybrid hardly ever ran purely in EV mode – you need to be ever so gentle 

when pulling away not to have the petrol engine kick in.  
  
Apart from the usual supermarket and shopping centre runs, every Saturday we 

visit the Albury-Wodonga Farmer’s Market for our weekly fresh fruit and 

vegetables, meat and bread and enjoy a coffee and a brekky bacon and egg roll. 

 

The Forester’s cargo hold has lots of practical touches such as tie-down hooks for 

securing your goodies. 

 

The second row folds flat with a 40:60 split, and as usual with Foresters, the 

middle-row seatbelt point is in the roof, which tends to get in the way when the 

car is loaded. 
 



Rear seat passengers get an abundance of head and leg room, a fold-down centre 

armrest with cupholders, and their own air vents and USB sockets. 

 

Plus there are two outboard ISOFIX mounts. 

 

Driver and front seat passenger get comfy, heated and electrically-adjustable 

seats, plenty of storage trays, pockets and bins, and a 12-volt and USB sockets. 

 

We like the instrument and switchgear layout, twin driver info displays, and the 

easy-to-navigate infotainment system. 

 

The Forester is a big seller to rural buyers thanks to its well-sorted suspension, 

ground clearance and all-drive system which gives it grip, poise and control on 

dirt roads that is unrivalled in its class. 

 

The hybrid drivetrain is no straight-line powerhouse and it is not helped by a 

droning CVT transmission which simulates gearshifts but lacks the feel of a 

conventional automatic.  

 

Braking and handling are above-average and the steering, although lacking a 

little feel, turned the vehicle into corners nicely enough. 
 

The hybrid Forester is slower, lacks a spare tyre, is not that more economical 

than a petrol variant, has a smaller fuel tank, is heavier and its braked towing 

capacity is 1200kg versus 1500kg for the non-hybrid Forester.  

 

After a week’s driving, including two long-distance runs along the Hume 

Freeway, our overall fuel consumption was 7L/100km, .3L/100km more than 

Subaru’s quoted figure, and .4L/100km under that of the 2.5iS petrol variant. 

 

We will let you make your own mind up as to whether you think the extra 

$3000 is worth it. 

 
 

Review vehicle courtesy: Subaru Australia 

Price: Subaru Forester Hybrid S AWD, $45,990 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 2-litre, four-cylinder e-boxer, naturally-aspirated petrol 

Power: 110kW at 6000rpm (12.3kW electric) 

Torque: 196Nm at 4000rpm (66Nm electric) 



Transmission: Lineartronic CVT automatic. All-wheel-drive 

Fuel consumption: 7L/100km 91RON   

Fuel tank capacity: 48 litres 

Towing capacity: 1200kg braked 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres   

  

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Hyundai dealerships 

 

Albury-Wodonga - Baker Subaru, 490 Young Street, Albury Phone: (02) 6041 

8400  

Mansfield – Martins Garage, 52 Chenery Street, Phone: (03) 5733 1000 

Shepparton – Ken Muston Subaru, 215 Benalla Road, Phone: (03) 5821 6688 

Wagga – Jupiter Motors, 221 Urana Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0800 

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Subaru, 45 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 5722 

2000  

 


