
RS + Granya Gap Rd = fun! 

 

RS, GT, TL, TS, SS, R . . .  

Cars adorned with two-letter badging usually means they are a performance or 

touring car. 

RS, for example, is generally a moniker for ‘rally sport’ or ‘racing sport’, GT 

for Grand Touring, TL for Touring Luxury, and TS for Touring Sports, etc. 

Ford used RS badging on its Escort Cosworth rally cars, Audi introduced it on 

the RS2, while the GT emblem is said to date back to 1951 when Lancia 

introduced the letters on its four-door Aurelia B10 coupe. 

The letter S is also a firm favourite among car makers. 

Over at Honda, its son-of-a-gun is the Civic Type R, a hotter than hot, hot hatch 

that blasted around the Nurburgring race track on April 3, 2017, in 7:43.80, 

which was seven seconds faster than its predecessor and setting a new record 

for front-wheel-drive cars. 

We had the thrill of putting one over our ‘little Nurburgring’, the Granya (Gap) 

Road, a few years back and still talk about the thrill of coming out the other side 

wearing an ear-to-ear grin. 

The 2-litre Type R costs $51,990 and is worth every fun cent of it, but for this 

‘blast’ across the same road, it was in a Honda Civic RS hatch, a scaled back 

look-alike $19,700 cheaper and, on looks alone, at least promising as much fun. 

A rally sport/racing sport hatch it is not, but for fun, practicality and packaging, 

the RS badging is not out of place. 

It is only the avid marque spotter who would know that instead of 

228kW/400Nm of ‘blown’ power under the bonnet, there was 1.5-litres 

pumping out 127kW and 220Nm, again with turbo assistance. 

The Type R puts its power through the front wheels via a slick-shifting, six-

speed manual gearbox, the RS a ho-hum CVT which really does dull the 

engine’s potential, even when playing with the standard steering wheel paddles. 

While there is a big difference in power outputs and the way in which it is put to 

the ground, we just had to head back to the Granya Road to put the RS through 

the same ‘torture’. 



The Granya Road is a steep and windy sealed section which claws its way up 

and through the Mount Granya State Park, before dropping down to the Murray 

Valley Highway at Bullioh in the Upper Murray region of North-East Victoria. 

 

The road is 15-kilometres in length and is just under 950-metres at its highest 

point.  

 

Mount Granya State Park, which is located 60-kilometres east of Albury-

Wodonga in Victoria on the Great (Murray) River Road, is a dominant, 6140-

hectare outcrop in the Upper Murray landscape, its steep, forested slopes rising 

dramatically above the upper reaches of Lake Hume and surrounding valleys. 

 

The only sign of civilisation along the road is the farming community village of 

Granya at the northern end, a couple of farm houses scattered here and there, 

and a couple more at the southern end of the road. 

 

In between is the fun bit, perfect for vehicles such as a Honda Type R - and a 

Honda RS hatch. 

 

Honda introduced its updated hatch range early this year, almost 12 months 

after the updated sedan arrived. 

 

The five model strong hatch range – VTi, VTi-S, VTi-L, RS, VTi-LX – is 

headlined by the introduction of Honda Sensing safety and driver assist 

technologies on the VTi-L and RS, plus there are a number of subtle exterior 

styling and interior design upgrades, as well as two new body colours. 

 

The entry 1.8-litre VTi is priced from $22,790, the range-topping 1.5-litre turbo 

VTi-LX from $34,090, with our phoenix orange pearlescent RS review hatch 

wearing a sticker price from $32,290, all plus the usual on road costs. 

 

The RS stands apart from the rest of the standard Civic hatch range courtesy of 

its new-design 18-inch black alloy wheels shod with wider, grippier 235/40 

ZR18 95Y Michelin Pilot Sport 4 tyres and a new rear diffuser  

  

Over the VTi-L, the RS sports steering wheel paddles, central twin exhausts, 

piano black side skirts and piano black front and rear spoilers, LED head and 

front fog lights, dual zone air-con, eight-way power adjustment for the driver’s 

seat, heated front seats, black trim with red stitching, a digital radio with DAB+, 

and a 452-watt premium sound system with 12 speakers, including a sub-

woofer. 



The avid marque spotter will also note changes to audio and climate control 

buttons and switches. 

Other goodies include drilled alloy foot pedals, a 7-inch touchscreen which 

supports Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, as well as quick connection to 

Bluetooth, a left LaneWatch camera to check were cyclists and the near-side 

kerb is, automatic high-beam system, walk-away door locking, and  Honda 

Sensing driver-assistance package which includes adaptive cruise control, 

forward-collision warning, autonomous emergency braking, lane-departure 

warning, lane-keep assistant, and a road-departure mitigation system that 

detects if the car has left the road (without indicating) and will gently apply the 

brakes and steer it back into the lane.  

So, it does look the part even though it does not have the candle power of the 

Type R. 

But that does not mean the RS is not fun to drive. Far from it. 

The 1.5-litre turbo petrol engine, which is happy enough sipping on 91RON, is 

true to Honda form of delivering its peak power high in the rev range 

(5500rpm), with the full band of torque available from a low 1700rpm to 

5500rpm.   

Unlike the Type R, which transmits its power to the front wheels via a rev 

matching, six-speed manual gearbox and limited slip differential, the RS is 

hamstrung to some degree by its CVT transmission which, left to its own 

devices in the fun bits, does not convey the same excitement as that of the 

engine. 

There are paddle shifters which, when the gear lever is pulled back to S, allows 

you to move through simulated ratios if you want more to do than steer and 

brake. 

The engine is willing enough and the drivetrain did its best to please and even 

though the 15-kilometre ‘blast’ was nowhere near as engaging, we still came 

out the southern end of the road pretty pleased with the car and ourselves. 

The RS’s nicely weighted, communicative steering, neutral handling, and strong 

braking were added highlights and those grippy Michelins did their job on those 

shaded, slippery sections which do not get much sunlight any time of the year. 

A minor complaint was that the bigger wheels did crash into potholes and the 

tyres were noisy over any given surface.  



The run back to Albury-Wodonga was via the Murray Valley Highway, with a 

detour into ‘the town that moved’, Tallangatta, which was uprooted from its 

original site a few kilometres east in the late 1950s to allow for the raising of 

Lake Hume for irrigation purposes. 

The rest of the drive followed the route of the Wodonga-Cudgewa railway line, 

now the High Country Rail Trail. 

The RS also excelled in the way it drove around the city and suburban streets, 

laneways, and back alleys of the twin cities. 

Like any small sedan/hatch the RS sits low to the road, its squat stance and 

those extra sporty add-ons giving it a purposeful, masculine look.  

The hatch is 4515mm in length, 1799mm wide, and stands 1421mm, with most 

of its 2700mm wheelbase given over to front and rear leg room. 

The sloping roofline challenges tall rear seat passengers and one must be careful 

where speed humps and sharp inverts are concerned as there is only 142mm of 

ground clearance – unladen! 

All road vision is good, aided by large exterior rear-view mirrors, a crystal-clear 

rear camera, and that smart left-hand side LaneWatch camera. 

Wheeling in and out of shopping centre carparks was a breeze thanks to the 

car’s short overhangs, front and rear parking sensors, and tight 11.04-metre 

turning circle. 

The driver’s lot comprises electric seat adjustment, a fully adjustable steering 

column, a comprehensive LCD driver information display, a digital speedo, a 

nice set of legible instruments, switchgear and controls that are within easy 

sight and reach, and an electric parking brake with brake hold function. 

The RS comes with the usual tech and connectivity, good cabin storage, 

ISOFIX mounts for the outboard rear seating positions, and a centre folding 

armrest with two cupholders. 

There are no rear air vents.  

The rear hatch lifts high to reveal 340 litres of cargo space which almost 

doubles when the 60:40 rear seat back is lowered. 

The boot has four tie-down hooks, a cargo light, a luggage hook, and a cargo 

cover. 

Unfortunately, the spare wheel is of the space-saver type, which is not 

conducive to rural motoring. 



We loved the standard LED headlights of the RS which had an auto dipping 

function plus they had a great depth and spread when on high beam. 

The only thing missing from the RS’s comprehensive list of standard kit is 

satellite navigation. 

After a week touring around the North East of Victoria, including that squirt 

across the Granya Road, we returned an acceptable         …..     Honda’s 

claimed combined 6.4L/100km. 

The subtle new exterior design and new safety features for mid-spec models are 

just enough to keep the hatch fresh, even if they do come at a cost, all models 

rising by between $400 and $1250, depending on model. 

In the current small car class where there is the choice of sedan or hatch body, 

the sedan styling is the winner. 

Except on this occasion where we think the Civic hatch is the smarter. 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Honda Australia  

Price: Honda Civic RS hatch, $32,290 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 1.5-litre i-VTEC, four-cylinder, turbo petrol  

Power: 127kW at 5500rpm 

Torque: 220Nm at 1700-5500rpm  

Transmission: CVT. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel consumption: 6.4L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 47 litres  

Towing capacity: N/A   

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Audi dealerships   

 

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

8400  

Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5833 



Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100  Wodonga – 

Audi Alessi, 609 Hume Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 0820 Shepparton – Audi Centre 

Shepparton, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 5811   Wagga – Audi Centre Wagga, 52 

Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6655   

  Audi Alessi, 609 Hume Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 0820 Shepparton – Audi Centre 

Shepparton, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 5811   Wagga – Audi Centre Wagga, 52 

Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6655   
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