
IT is nice to every so often step out of our comfort zone and take on the 

challenge of different and unfamiliar roads.  

But that is what thecountrydriver recently did, spending a week punting a press 

car across roads in the south-east corner of Queensland and, in particular, the 

busy roads between Brisbane and Burleigh Heads, and the steep and windy 

roads of the Brisbane Hinterland.  

While the main arteries in that corner of the Sunshine State operate at a very 

different pace to what we are used to, the road network through the hinterland is 

very similar to what we encounter (almost) weekly on our 153-kilometre test 

loop through what is known as the Ovens Goldfields district of North-East 

Victoria.  

But there is a difference, and a big but at that.  

And that 'but' is the volume of traffic, with the road network in and around 

Brisbane, the Gold Coast, and in the Hinterland slow-moving and, more times 

than not, choked to the point where traffic comes to a complete stop. 

Not so 'our' roads which, to compare like-for-like terrain, we took to in a base, 

passion red metallic, Honda HR-V VTi, on our return.  

Not a lot has changed with the HR-V since we tested an RS and a VTi-LX late 

last year, the exception being that in September Honda introduced two new 

optional interior trim colours on its higher grade HR-V variants. 

Other than that, this loveable high-riding vehicle (thus HR-V), remains as was, 

which is not a bad thing given there is nothing to really change just for change 

sake. 

For model year 2019, Honda improved rather than make wholesale changes to 

its smallest SUV and added the sporty-looking RS. 

The introduction of the RS gave Honda a four-model strong HR-V line-up, the 

others being the entry, and as-tested, 1.8 VTi, the 1.8 VTi-S, and the range-

topping 1.8 VTi-LX.  

Prices range from $24,990 to $34,590, plus the usual on-road costs.  

The HR-V competes in the volatile small SUV segment, with big hitters 

Mitsubishi ASX, Mazda CX-3, Nissan Qashqai, Subaru XV, and Hyundai 

Kona. 

The current range builds on the strengths of the second-generation model 

introduced in 2015, but you must look hard to pick the differences.  



All four variants are powered by the same 1.8-litre, four cylinder i-VTEC 

engine mated to a revised CVT with stepped gear ratios, City-Brake Active 

System is standard across the range, as is sat-nav, while exterior changes are 

limited to a new front bumper and grille, with LED headlamps standard on VTi-

S, RS and VTi-LX.  

Lane Watch is now standard on all variants except the VTi, while RS and VTi-

LX have additional insulation for a quieter cabin. 

Honda's Magic Seat system has been carried over. 

The sporty RS features a host of additional exterior and interior features, as well 

as steering and suspension upgrades for a sharper ride and better handling.   

With memories of the roads in and around the Gold Coast just that, after 

collecting our pearlescent passion red VTi from its Keilor Park, Melbourne, 

digs, we pointed its nose north-east towards the Hume Freeway which would 

take us home, the twin cities of Albury-Wodonga being a three-and-a-half-hour, 

305-kilometre drive away. 

Our drive back to home base gave us the opportunity to reacquaint ourselves 

with the long-distance driving capabilities of the HR-V.  

Our plan for the car for the week it was to be in our possession was to scout 

around the Shire of Indigo to find out what all the fuss is about as to why it is 

becoming one of Victoria’s most sought after areas to live. 

It didn’t take us long to find out, but more on that later.   

The HR-V remains one of our top picks in its market segment thanks to its 

smart looks, flexible and roomy interior, value for money, and fun-to-drive 

factor. 

The VTi’s pricing makes it perfect for those looking for a first car, a suburban 

runabout, even a family daily drive, yet despite being the entry model to the 

HR-V family, it is well equipped. 

 

Its standard equipment includes city-speed AEB, a 7-inch touchscreen-driven 

stereo with sat-nav, single-zone climate control, rear view camera, cruise 

control, multi-information display, electric park brake, multi-adjustable steering 

column, 16-inch alloy wheels, and Honda’s ‘Magic Seats’ system. 

 

Despite being a dated unit, the HR-V’s 1.8-litre SOHC aspirated four-cylinder 

petrol engine felt up to the task under most situations, with only the steepest of 

hills, such as the ‘Rising Sun’ which rises from the farming community of 



Wooragee and heads almost straight up to the historic gold rush town of 

Beechworth, pulling it back a peg or two. 

 

It produces a modest 105kW of power and 172Nm of torque and while it can be 

lethargic in hilly terrain, in most city and suburban driving it is adequate. 

 

Fuel economy is decent, too. 

 

After a week’s rural and city driving we averaged an excellent 6.7 litres per 100 

kilometres, just shy of Honda’s claimed 6.6L/100km. 

 

The standard CVT automatic, which had some sportiness built into it, worked 

well, holding onto ‘gears’ when required and providing gentle engine braking 

when driving downhill.  

 

But driving up the Rising Sun, the CVT roared its disapproval as it tried to keep 

everything on the boil. 
 

I mention the Rising Sun because it was on our drive route of the Ovens 

Goldfields District, an historic area which forms a large part of the Shire of 

Indigo, a local government area in the Hume region of North East Victoria 

covering an area of 2044 square kilometres and boasting a population of 16,000. 

 

Historic gold rush towns within its boundary include Beechworth, Chiltern, 

Rutherglen, Yackandandah, Stanley, and Barnawartha. 

 

And it is these quaint towns, and their picturesque surrounds, that has families 

from far and wide wanting a more laidback lifestyle looking to settle in the 

shire, knowing that the major cities of Albury-Wodonga and Wangaratta and all 

that they have to offer are but a stone’s throw away. 

 

For most of the 52 weeks of the year thecountrydriver.com uses a 153-kilometre 

loop through the Ovens Goldfields District to put our review car of the week 

through its paces. 

 

It is not just a great drive for that particular purpose, but it takes in two of North-

East Victoria's most visited historic gold-mining towns - Beechworth and 

Yackandandah. 

 

And scenery. Lots of scenery. 

 



The loop starts and finishes in Wodonga, travels through the Leneva Valley to 

Beechworth, visits another former gold-mining town, Stanley, then heads south 

to join the Yackandandah-Myrtleford Road at Mudgegonga. 

 

It then turns left, travels through the farming-community of Bruarong to 

Yackandandah, then twists and turns its way to Kiewa-Tangambalanga before 

joining the Murray Valley Highway at Huon, a former railway siding located on 

the western shore of Lake Hume. 

 

The highway follows the shoreline, and the High Country Rail Trail, to the former 

migrant centre of Bonegilla where you have the choice of continuing to Wodonga 

or turning north to Lake Hume village to check out the Hume Dam, then follow 

the Riverina Highway to the city of Albury. 

 

Wodonga is a five kilometre drive from Albury. 

 

Beechworth, Yackandandah, Chiltern and Rutherglen have a lot to offer the 

visitor in terms of history, shopping, cafes, hotels, bakeries, museums, wineries 

etc, so allow a half day at least to properly discover each town. 

 

We used Chiltern for our photo shoot of the VTi. 

 

Named after the Chiltern Hills in England, Chiltern is located just off the Hume 

Freeway (on the Old Hume Highway) between Wangaratta and Albury-

Wodonga. 

It is a perfectly preserved gold-rush era town built in the late 1850s when 

diggers tried their luck on the Ovens goldfields which stretched from 

Rutherglen to Bright and Buckland. 

Their legacy is a streetscape of wide verandahs and historic buildings that tell 

the stories of European settlers and gold miners and the perfectly preserved 

town has resulted in several movies having been shot there, including Walt 

Disney's 'Ride a Wild Pony'. 

Australia’s 18th Prime Minister, Sir John McEwen, was born in Chiltern, while 

town notables include journalist Barrie Cassidy, novelist Ethel Richardson 

(Henry Handle Richardson), footballer Nigel Lappin, and Melbourne gangland 

criminal Raymond ‘Chuck’ Bennett. 

 

 
 



The VTi took to the shire’s mainly B and C roads like a duck to water as it is 

one of the better small SUVs to drive, offering a plush ride, engaging handling 

and heaps of grip from the standard Bridgestone Turanza tyres. 

 

The car’s steering was fantastic, direct and linear with perfect mid-weighting 

and excellent turn in, meaning it became a box of fun when the straight bits 

turned into something more interesting, especially down the windy section 

through the Stanley Pine Plantation, 

 

Body control was excellent and the suspension, despite being set to the softer 

side of stiff, did an excellent job of absorbing most of the bumps, thumps and 

corrugations well before they could enter the cabin. 

 

There was a fair bit of road noise though. 

 

The four-wheel-disc brakes took everything we threw at them and Honda must 

be congratulated on giving the HR-V an electric emergency parking brake.  

 

With North-East Victoria’s weather hovering in the mid to high 30s during our 

drive, we appreciated the car's auto climate control which brought the inside 

temperature down in very quick time. 

 

The HR-V's strongpoint is its passenger space which is more than generous and 

belies the car's somewhat compact dimensions. 

 

There was heaps of space for driver and front seat passenger, and things were 

also not so squeezy in the rear, with plenty of head, shoulder and leg room for 

those occupying the comfy back seats. 

 

They didn’t, however, get their own air vents.  

 

We like the coupe-like styling of the HR-V and the 'concealed' rear door 

handles and, best of all, the magic rear seating arrangement which can be 

flipped and folded every which way, allowing you to transport long, tall or 

bulky items.    

 

The 437 litre boot space is indeed ‘magic’. 

 

The Magic Seats, lifted from baby brother Jazz, is a seat folding system that lets 

you either conventionally fold the back seats down flat 60/40, or fold the rear 

seat bases upward to allow you to transport tall, narrow items in the car (for 

example, light garage shelving or a television set). 

 



With the seats laid flat, the floor to roof capacity blows out to an amazing 1462 

litres. 

The cargo hold is fitted with a light, a 12-volt power outlet, four tie-down 

hooks, and a cargo cover. 

Beneath, unfortunately, resides a temporary spare wheel.  

The HR-V’s roomy cabin is a mix of good and bad. 

 

The seats could be more comfortable, but for short and medium hauls they’re 

fine.  

 

The well-fitted materials around the cabin are a mixture of soft and hard plastics 

but its entry-level pricing shows in omissions such as auto headlights and the 

clunky standard touchscreen. 

 

The VTi lacks Apple CarPlay and Android Auto, a USB outlet is housed in the 

touchscreen assembly, meaning a cable hangs ungainly from it when in use 

rather than the USB outlet being mounted elsewhere, but at least sat-nav is 

standard. 

 

Door pockets, oddments bins, a sizeable glovebox and a nifty ‘hidden’ shelf 

forward of the centre console offers even more storage options. 

 

Like the original HR-V, this latest outing also concentrates on giving owners 

style, form, function, practicality and an elevated driving position which gives 

you good all-round vision. 

 

Its compact dimensions (4348mm long, 1772mm wide, 1605mm tall), tight 

10.6-metre turning circle, short overhangs and 170mm ground clearance, means 

the HR-V is an easy vehicle to manoeuvre in narrow streets with speed humps, 

and in crowded shopping centre carparks. 

 

There are no front or rear parking sensors with this variant, but the crystal clear 

rear view camera does compensate to a degree when reverse parking. 

 

The HR-V still stacks up well against more modern competition. 

 

The Thai-built HR-V makes perfect sense as an in-town companion thanks to its 

spacious, flexible interior, and ability to keep up with the general traffic flow. 

It also enjoys a run in the country, so long as its route is across mainly flat, not 

too hilly, terrain.  



We liked the sporty looks and the sharp driving experience, and while the 

flagship VTi-LX is the most expensive, the VTi would do us fine thanks to its 

safety, comfort, convenience items – and price tag.  

The HR-V is stylish, roomy and practical, is sufficiently powered and would be 

easy to live with, but against newer competition it is starting to show its age.  

 

Price: Honda HR-V VTi 1.8 auto, from $24,990 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 1.8-litre SOHC i-VTEC in-line four cylinder petrol 

Power: 105kW at 6500rpm  

Torque: 172Nm at 4300rpm 

Transmission: CVT automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel use: 6.7L/100km 91RON petrol 

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Honda dealerships 

Albury-Wodonga - Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury Phone: (02) 6041 

8400 

Shepparton - Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 

5833   

Wagga - Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100   

 


