
G70 a hit on the Gold Coast 

IT’S nice to every so often step out of our comfort zone and take on the 

challenge of different terrain and unfamiliar roads. 

And that is what The Country Driver recently did with a 2019 Genesis G70 

sports sedan which, instead of punting it across our favourite North-East 

Victoria/Southern Riverina roads, it was interstate to the south-east corner of 

Queensland and the busy roads between Brisbane and Burleigh Heads, and the 

steep and windy roads of the Brisbane Hinterland.  

While the main arteries in that corner of the Sunshine State operate at a very 

different pace to what we are used to, the road network through the hinterland is 

very similar to what we encounter (almost) weekly on our 153-kilometre test 

loop through what is known as the Ovens Goldfields district of North-East 

Victoria.  

But there is a difference, and a big but at that.  

And that 'but' is the volume of traffic, with the road network in and around 

Brisbane, the Gold Coast, and in the Hinterland slow-moving and, more times 

than not, choked to the point where traffic comes to a complete stop. 

Not so 'our' roads. 

Our week’s drive in and around Brisbane, the Gold Coast and the hinterland 

was in a Genesis G70 3.3T Ultimate, finished in striking Adriatic Blue 

paintwork with light brown leather trim. 

It is one of six G70 variants (there is also the G80 range to choose from), three 

being powered by a 2-litre turbo engine, and three by the same 3.3-litre twin-

turbo V6 which does service under the bonnet of the Kia Stinger. 

Pricing ranges from $59,300 for the entry 2.0T, climbing to $79,950 for both 

the 3.3T Ultimate and 3.3T Ultimate Sport. 

In between is the 2.0T Sport, 2.0T Ultimate, and 3.3T Sport. 

If, like the dozens of people who inquired as to what we were driving, you don’t 

know what a Genesis is, it is Hyundai’s elite brand, like Lexus is to Toyota and 

Infiniti is to Nissan. 



Both G70 and G80, which launched here in June, are a bit of a rarity on 

Australian roads as, according to the latest VFACTS figures, less than 100 

Genesis have been registered. 

No wonder people were craning their necks!  

And on the Gold Coast that was a surprise given the number of Ferraris, 

Lamborghinis, Maseratis and the like prowling the boulevards. 

  

The G70 goes head-to-head with medium luxury segment big hitters the 

Mercedes-Benz C-Class, Audi A4 and BMW 3 Series. 

 

Genesis, which is now a stand-alone company from parent Hyundai, says the 

G70 sedan range will account for about 80 per cent of sales at launch, with the 

brand looking to poach customers from its mainly German competitors. 

 

While the brand is new, the name is not, as a Genesis badge graced Hyundai’s 

first large ‘limousine’ which sold between 2014-2017. 

 

The G70 shares its mechanicals and platform with the Kia Stinger but is shorter 

and slightly narrower. 

 

While the base G70 2.0T comes well equipped, with Australian tuned 

suspension, seven airbags, the Genesis Active Safety Control suite of advanced 

driver assistance systems, Genesis Connected Services, a Smart Boot with 

hands-free opening, and a 7-inch instrument cluster TFT-LCD display, the 3.3T 

Ultimate and 3.3T Ultimate Sport add even more kit. 

 

Like the 2.0T, they also get powered and heated front seats, tyre pressure 

monitoring, an 8-inch multimedia unit with sat-nav, DAB+ digital radio and 

Apple CarPlay/Android Auto, dual-zone climate control, wireless (Qi standard) 

phone charging, and two USB outlets. 

Then there is a Brembo brake package with four-piston front and two-piston 

rear calipers, 19-inch alloys wrapped in Michelin Pilot Sport 4 high-

performance tyres, a mechanical limited-slip differential, Sport exterior and 

interior styling elements, and sport instrumentation. 

Ultimate versions are further refined with Nappa leather trim, air ventilated 

front seats with a 16-way driver’s seat adjustment, a driver position memory 

system, heated outboard rear seats, a heated steering wheel, a power-adjustable 

steering column, and dual exhaust outlets. 



Our Ultimate also featured a head-up display, a surround view monitor, an 

adaptive front-lighting system, and a 15-speaker Lexicon by Harman premium 

sound system. 

The Ultimate Sport is so named for its darkened highlighted body bits and it can 

be optioned with a panorama sunroof. 

Engineering goodies included Genesis Adaptive Control Suspension, a Variable 

Gear Ratio steering rack, and Dynamic Torque Vectoring Control. 

There was no shortage of things to keep us entertained or to enjoy the thrill of 

the chase with. 

And to chase you need to be powered by something that has the capacity to do 

just that and, in this case, we had a 3.3-litre, direct fuel injection, twin-

turbocharged V6 petrol engine at our disposal which produced 272kW of power 

and a more than useful 510Nm of torque. 

Drive was through a smooth-shifting eight-speed automatic transmission - with 

paddle shifters - to the rear wheels, with a Drive Mode system enabling the 

driver to select from Eco, Smart, Comfort, Sport and Custom settings. 

For the most part we left the car in the default Comfort mode, with Sport chosen 

for our romp into the hinterland. 

Without a long, open freeway such as the Hume to add into our combined fuel 

consumption figures, we thought our numbers were going to be high given the 

fact that most of our testing was to be done in and around Brisbane, on the 

choked Pacific Motorway, and along the stop-start Gold Coast Highway which 

we used daily, given our lodgings were at Burleigh Surf Apartments at Burleigh 

Heads.  

We thought our run into the hilly, windy hinterland to Mount Tamborine and 

return was going to wreck a good result, but no, a stunning reading of 10.9 litres 

per 100 kilometres showing after a week's driving. 

Genesis claims 10.2L/100km. 

Mount Tamborine is just a lovely, laid-back place, with a stroll along Gallery 

Walk and a visit to the Curtis Falls a must.  

The following day we did a run up the picturesque Currumbin Valley and across 

the ranges to Murwillumbah where the narrow windy roads begged us to hurry 



the G70 along, using the steering wheel paddles to extract the most out of both 

engine and gearbox.  

Even though the roads were C-grade, the G70 dug in with plenty of grip when 

hustled across the twisty bits, and displayed a composed, but firm ride when it 

hitched its skirts when the road flattened out, cutting a swathe through the 

myriad sugar cane fields that surround the town situated on the Tweed River.   

The car’s electric steering was well weighted and pointed the vehicle accurately, 

resulting in quicker, effortless turn-in, but at low speed and on some so-so 

connecting roads, the ‘Sport’ ride was too firm, resulting in a shift back to 

Comfort mode so as the suspension could better cope with the some of the 

bigger bumps before they reached the cabin. 

The G70 gave an excellent balanced ride and handling characteristics and the 

sedan remained composed during spirited cornering sessions.  

Given the right conditions, the 3.3T V6 can accelerate the G70 from standstill to 

100km/h in 4.7 seconds. 

Back inside city limits, we were impressed with the car's tight turning circle and 

compact dimensions, the whole package being just 4.68-metres in length.  

And that came in handy during a visit to a packed Pacific Fair shopping 

complex.  

The vehicle was easy to wheel around while looking for that elusive parking 

spot thanks to a reasonable 11-metre turning circle and, once we found one, slot 

easily into the bay. 

The four-wheel-disc Brembo disc brakes took everything we threw at them and 

the Genesis was also blessed with an electric emergency parking brake.  

With South-East Queensland's weather hovering in the low to mid 30s and 

bushfires raging further inland during our stay, we appreciated the car's auto 

climate control with rear passenger vents which brought the inside temperature 

down in very quick time and which did an excellent job of filtering the pall of 

smoke which hung over the region for our entire stay.  

Helping to keep everything on the straight and narrow and making driving this 

vehicle just so easy was the Genesis Active Safety Control suite which included 

Blind-Spot Collision Warning, Driver Attention Warning, Forward Collision-

Avoidance Assist with pedestrian detection and lane-change oncoming function, 

and High Beam Assist systems. 



Other standard features included Lane Keeping Assist with line/road-edge 

functions, a Rear Cross-Traffic Collision Warning system and Smart Cruise 

Control with Stop & Go, Surround View Monitor, front and rear parking 

sensors, a rear view camera with parking guidance, a tyre pressure monitoring 

system, and seven airbags. 

The G70 rides on a 70mm shorter wheelbase than the Stinger and while that 

benefits its agility through the twisty bits, it does compromise cabin space, 

especially in the rear where leg, and, toe-room under the front seats, is tight. 

And two adults on the rear bench is far more comfortable than three.  

On the upside, driver and front seat passenger are well catered for, with good 

leg, head and shoulder room. 

The G70’s interior delivered a luxury experience, thanks to attractive 

materials and excellent build quality. 

Its driver-centric layout and straightforward easy to sight and use controls cater 

to the driving enthusiast.  

Everyone got to sit on comfortable quilted, leather seats, there was plenty of 

soft touch materials, but not nearly enough storage options for our liking. 

The glove box was of a reasonable size, as was the centre console box, but door 

bottle holders and pockets were small and bins and hidey holes were few and far 

between. 

The Hyundai-derived switchgear and instruments graphics were excellent but 

while it was an easy step to connect the car’s Bluetooth, the rest of the 

multimedia screen was clunky especially the sat-nav system which, not being 

locals, was flogged to death. 

The setup included wanted features such as Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 

capability. 

We weren’t too keen on the tablet-like screen standing proud of the dash where 

other manufacturers are integrating it, or the push-button unlock/lock door 

button instead of a soft touch function. 

Niceties included the standard head-up display, rain-sensing wipers, 

electrochromatic interior rear view mirror, auto folding exterior mirrors, and 

excellent LED headlights which would be a godsend in our neck of the woods 



of North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina, given their wide spread and excellent 

depth. 

Boot space was a below-par 330 litres which meant we had difficulty loading 

two large suitcases and two carry-ons. 

Removing the Genesis personal pack from its mounting did the trick but it was 

still tight. 

Under the boot floor was a space-saver spare. 

We enjoyed our week’s romp in the G70 which included a visit to the famous 

Yatala Pie Shop where, again, we were asked by myriad people ‘what’s that you 

are driving?’ 

In terms of overall practicality, the G70 cannot match its contemporaries, but it 

is a viable alternative and is priced right to attract those looking for something 

different. 

And looks are exactly what the G70 has going for it, testament being so many 

people picking it out from a crowd. 

Well built, quiet, great to drive and with a stack of equipment for the sticker 

price, the G70 will change the way many will think about where premium 

Korean cars are headed. 

The Genesis all-inclusive ownership proposition gives G70 customers a five-

year/unlimited kilometre warranty, five year/50,000 kilometre complimentary 

scheduled servicing, five year 24/7 roadside assist, five year map updates, and a 

five-year subscription to Genesis Connected Services and the exclusive 

‘Genesis To You’ valet service. 

That’s hard to beat! 

 

Price: Genesis 3.3T Ultimate $79,950 plus on-road costs  

Engine: 3.3-litre, twin-turbo V6 petrol 

Power: 272kW at 6000rpm  

Torque: 510Nm at 1300-4500rpm  

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic. Rear-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 10.2L/100km 



Fuel tank capacity: 60 litres 95RON  

Towing capacity: 1200kg braked  

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HOLDEN 

DEALERSHIPS  

 

Genesis is available from one standalone showroom in Sydney, with Melbourne 

and Brisbane to follow 

 

 

 


