
It’s GRReat, mate! 

 

IF you bought yourself, a loved one, or the family, a Renault Kadjar as an early 

Christmas present, then you would want to take it for a ‘shakedown’ drive 

straight away, right? 

Of course. 

And where better for a nice, long familiarisation drive in the country than along 

the Upper Murray’s latest tourist attraction, the Great River Road, or GRR if 

you want to follow the Ovens Valley locals’ shortening of the close-by Great 

Alpine Road which they simply call GAR! 

GRR (or state road route C546), previously the Murray River Road, is arguably 

one of Australia’s great drivers’ - and riders’ - roads. 

  

It’s a cracker and it was our drive of choice for this review of an Intens variant of 

the Kadjar which launched in Australia last month. 

 

The Kadjar, which is also available in Life and Zen trim, fills a gap in the French 

brand’s local SUV line-up, sitting between the smaller Captur and the medium 

Koleos. 

 

One industry publication shows it sitting in the same SUV Small classroom as the 

Captur, while another has it sharing a desk in the SUV Medium segment. 

 

It is bigger than the Nissan Qashqai with which it shares its platform, yet the 

Nissan is grouped with the Captur. 

 

Confused! 

 

So are we? 

 

The 1.3-litre entry Life is priced from $29,990 (plus on-roads), the 1.3-litre Zen 

from $32,990 (plus on-roads), and the as-tested Intens from $37,990 (plus on-

roads). 

 

Unlike the Qashqai, which is powered by a normally-aspirated 106kW/200Nm 2-

litre petrol engine, all Kadjar variants use a 117kW/260Nm 1.3-litre turbo-petrol 

four cylinder engine developed jointly with Daimler. 

 

It drives the front wheels via a seven-speed dual-clutch automatic transmission. 

 



Built in Spain, the Kadjar dates back to 2015 and in case you were wondering, 

the name is based on the word Kad, which is inspired by the word quad or 4-

wheeled vehicle, while Jar is derived from the French word agile (meaning 

nimble and dexterous) as well as 'Jaillir' which means to 'emerge suddenly'. 

The Kadjar is a crucial car for Renault Australia as it must do battle in the small 

and mid-sized crossover arena where there are plenty of big hitters.  

While it shares its platform and other bits and pieces with the Qashqai, it looks 

different enough to stand out in a crowded shopping centre carpark, thanks in 

part to a giant Renault diamond set into the front grille. 

Looking rich in its Diamond Black metallic paintwork (add $750), I drove out of 

the Renault’s Keilor Park, Melbourne, lodgings and pointed its nose towards the 

Western Ring Road and home, Albury-Wodonga, a three-and-a-half-hour, 305-

kilometre drive away where the Kadjar was going to take on that new ‘great’ 

North-East Victoria tourist road.  

The Great River Road follows the course of the Murray River from the Lake 

Hume foreshore village of Bellbridge east of Albury-Wodonga, 155-kilometres 

upstream to the sub-alpine town of Khancoban.  

Towong Shire is in the process of rebranding the road and has already 

commissioned five large-scale artworks to be placed along the way, plus it 

envisages new signage, additional lookouts, barbecues, boat ramps and camping 

spots, as well as highlighting the many natural attractions along the route.  

Like the Great Alpine Road (GAR), it is another picturesque high-country 

adventure that equals (we think betters) the Great Ocean Road for spectacular 

scenery 
 
It snakes its way almost its entire length from Albury-Wodonga to 

Corryong following the route of the Murray River which separates New South 

Wales from Victoria. 

  

The last six kilometres into Corryong is known as the Murray Valley Highway 

and if one is keen to continue his or her drive or ride in a different direction, there 

is the option of returning to Albury-Wodonga via that highway. 

  

As the course of the river meanders through the Upper Murray, so too does the 

Great River Road, with plenty of slow in, fast out corners, winding bends, tight 

curves, crests, flat straights and several causeways. 

  



There are not too many hilly sections, but there are some blind corners and in 

sections, especially where the road runs adjacent to the Mount Lawson State 

Park, it becomes narrow, with a drop to the river on one side and a rock face on 

the other. 

  
This is Kadjar country. 

 

The Kadjar takes all that is good of the Qashqai (read everything) and wraps them 

in what we think is a more stylish package. 

 

It feels pretty much the same to drive as the Nissan offering yet there is slightly 

more interior space to stretch out and enjoy. 

  

Both brands claim that only 60 per cent of parts are shared between the Kadjar 

and the Qashqai, with Renault adding its own individuality for the balance. 

 

The flagship Intens is offered with the latest versions of Renault’s R-Link 2 

infotainment system with Bluetooth, sat-nav with road sign recognition, Android 

Auto and Apple CarPlay, engine stop/start, blind spot warning, emergency brake 

assist, lane departure warning, 360-degree sensors, a reversing camera, and hands 

free parking. 

 

Other standard goodies include 19-inch two-tone alloy wheels, a panoramic 

sunroof, black leather upholstery with heated front seats, an electric emergency 

brake, cruise control, auto LED headlights with auto high/low beams, rain sensing 

wipers, and a BOSE premium sound system. 

 

One of the reasons Australian buyers had to wait until now to savour the delights 

of the Kadjar was that when launched in 2015 it was available only with a 

96kW/205Nm 1.2-litre engine which wouldn’t have cut it with local buyers. 

 

The 1.3-litre turbo unit, which doesn’t feel underdone, is a ripper, plus it offers 

that handy 117kW/260Nm. 

 

The seven-speed Efficient Dual Clutch auto worked well enough, but it is not one 

of the better types doing the rounds. 

 

It did the job smoothly enough until it was rushed into action, when it got flustered 

and didn’t change up quickly enough.  
 
This powertrain combo did a good job of hauling around the Intens’1362kg 

weight and while acceleration was solid once there were some revs on board, it 

was no performance vehicle getting away from the traffic lights. 



 

Renault claims a combined fuel consumption of 6.3-litres per hundred kilometres, 

and after a week’s mainly rural driving we returned the same figure – 

6.3L/100km, thanks in part to two 305-kilometre runs along the Hume Freeway. 

 

(The 1.3-litre turbo-engine operates on a diet of 95RON). 

 

And what a week’s drive it was, travelling on freeways, highways, B roads, C 

roads and gravel roads, windy roads, hilly roads and along forest tracks. 

 

In other words, across every type of terrain a rural Kadjar owner in our neck of 

the woods will encounter at some stage. 

 

Interestingly, there was a late dusting of snow on the Victorian snowfields on the 

first day of December, but not enough to warrant driving into the High Country. 

 

From Albury-Wodonga we followed the Riverina Highway to the Bethanga 

Bridge which spans Lake Hume. 

  

This impressive and historic nine span bridge was built between 1927 and 1930 

and is the only permanent crossing place between New South Wales and Victoria 

until 91 kilometres upstream at Jingellic. 

  

Once across the bridge the road veers left, and it becomes windy for about 15 

kilometres. 

  

Just east of this section is the Wymah ferry which takes vehicular traffic across 

the Murray arm of the lake – from NSW to Victoria and vice versa. 

  

At the 50 kilometre mark is the Granya Road turnoff which climbs through the 

Mount Granya State Park to join the Murray Valley Highway at Bullioh. 

  

The Great River Road continues through picturesque farming countryside and the 

rural communities of Burrowye and Guys Forest to the Jingellic turnoff. 

  

This small town on the New South Wales side of the river has a general store, a 

camping ground and the historic Bridge Hotel, a popular stopover for those 

touring the Upper Murray. 

  

A couple of kilometres further along is the Upper Murray Resort, then Walwa, 

the main town on the road before you reach Corryong. 

  



This busy little town, which sits close to the Murray River, includes a general 

store, fuel supply, medical centre, a caravan park, pub, tennis courts and a golf 

course. 

  

The town is also close to Pine Mountain which is located in the Burrowa-Pine 

Mountain National Park. 

  

Pine Mountain is the largest monolith in the southern hemisphere at 1.5 times the 

size of Uluru (Ayres Rock). 

  

A further 29 kilometres is the historic township of Tintaldra where you can glean 

some amazing views of the distant Snowy Mountains. 

  

The town has a great pub and a general store and there is plenty of fishing spots 

close handy. 

  

Before your drive (or ride) finishes at Corryong, you pass the historic 

Towong Racecourse where scenes from the 1983 movie Phar Lap were 

filmed and where gangster Joseph ‘Squizzy’ Taylor once stole the takings. 

  

The Towong Turf Club schedules one race meeting a year - the Towong Cup 

- which is attended by hundreds of racegoers. 

  

Towong is the western gateway to the Kosciusko National Park. 

  

From Towong the Murray Valley Highway takes you to Corryong, the heart 

of The Man from Snowy River country. 

 

On all the roads the Kadjar provided a comfortable and supple ride on its 

MacPherson strut front/torsion beam rear suspension. 

  

Our Intens, which rode on standard 19-inch alloy rims, felt composed and quiet, 

with the suspension soaking up most of the bumps, thumps and imperfections 

well before they could enter the cabin. 

 

Its handling shortcomings came to light when it was pushed hard through the 

twisty bits where the soft suspension resulted in a rolling, top-heavy feel. 

 

On the straight stuff it had a certain honesty about it and felt like any other 

unassuming small-to-medium SUV. 

 



Its steering wasn’t particularly quick which was fine for freeway and low-speed 

suburban driving, but it did not inspire much confidence along the windy river 

road.    

 

No complaints around town where the Kadjar’s compact dimensions, short 

overhangs, 10.72-metre turning circle and 200mm ground clearance, made it an 

easy vehicle to manoeuvre in narrow streets and laneways, and in crowded 

shopping centre carparks with ridiculously high speed bumps. 

 

Helping was the front and rear parking sensors, rear view camera and, in real 

tight spots, the hands-free, Easy Park Assistance. 

 

Because the Kadjar shares its underpinnings with the Qashqai its cabin provided 

a generous amount of interior space, with its big rear doors opening to reveal 

ample rear leg and headroom for passengers sitting on the comfortable rear pew. 

 

They are looked after courtesy of two USB ports, a 12-volt outlet, air-con vents, 

and cupholders mounted in the fold-down centre armrest. 

 

The Intens cabin boasted plenty of soft-touch materials, we loved the large glass 

sunroof but, like the Koleos, Renault has stuck to form and mounted the cruise 

control buttons on the centre tunnel. 

 

We touched on the 7-inch touchscreen with Renault’s R-Link 2 infotainment 

system earlier and while it was not the most user-friendly of systems, it was 

nicely integrated and not sitting proud looking like a tablet stuck to the middle 

of the dash. 

 

We liked the digital instrument cluster which can be arranged in four different 

layouts, and brilliant BOSE sound system whose volume controls are, in typical 

Renault fashion, hidden away behind the steering wheel. 

 

Other niceties included a fully-adjustable steering column, electric adjustment 

for the driver’s seat, a self-dipping interior rear view mirror, standard roof rails, 

and decent storage options. 

 

Oh. And the small French tricolour on each of the B pillars. 

 

The Kadjar has 408 litres of boot space available with all seats occupied, but 

with the 60:40 split rear seat backs dropped, that expands to a more than useful 

1478 litres. 

 



There are four tie-down hooks, shopping bag hooks, remotes for dropping the 

rear seat backs, a cargo blind, and Renault’s (or should that be Nissan’s) nifty 

bi-level storage system. 

 

Unfortunately, only a space saver spare wheel resides under the boot floor. 

 

The Kadjar comes with a five year unlimited kilometre warranty, five years 

capped price servicing, and up to five years roadside assistance. 

 

The Kadjar is the SUV Renault had to have, being a clear step up from the 

smaller Captur, while offering similar space, practicality and tech as the larger 

Koleos. 

 

It will appeal to a wide range of buyers – singles, couples, empty nesters, small 

families – who will live mainly in the urban jungle of the capital cities. 

 

That does not mean it should not be on the shopping list of rural buyers. 

 

There are plenty of Qashqais on country roads and in country cities and towns 

so why shouldn’t there be plenty of Kadjars! 

 

Everything we threw at our Intens it accepted and came out on top nine times 

out of 10. 

 

If a Kadjar does find its way into your Christmas stocking, the Upper Murray 

region of North-East Victoria is just the place for its first big drive. 

 

It, and you, will delight in the stunning mountain scenery, beautiful rivers, 

scenic towns and quaint villages, historic sites, and its interesting characters. 

  
Price: Renault Kadjar Intens 1.3 auto $37,990 plus on-road costs 
 
Engine: 1.3-litre four cylinder turbo-petrol 
 
Power: 117kW at 5500rpm 
 
Torque: 260Nm at 1750rpm 
 
Transmission: Seven-speed dual clutch automatic. Front-wheel-drive 
 
Fuel use: 6.3L/100km 95RON petrol 
 
Fuel tank capacity: 55 litres 



 
Towing capacity: 1500kg braked 
 
Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 
 
 
NORTH EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA RENAULT 
DEALERSHIPS 
 
 
Albury-Wodonga – Albury-Wodonga Renault, 609 Hume Street, Albury 
Phone: (02) 6055 8707 
 
Shepparton - Shepparton Renault, 8002 Goulburn Valley Highway, 
Shepparton Phone: (03) 5823 2940 
 


