
Littlest Mazda grows up 

 

ALBURY-WODONGA’S association with Mazda is as long as Mazda’s 

association is with Australia. 

The region’s, and Australia’s, first taste of the Japanese brand was in 1964, the 

same year Smithenbecker Motors of Albury added the marque to its showroom 

floor alongside Studebaker and Peugeot. 

On offer would have been the R360 sedan and the B360 pickup. 

The marque, along with Studebaker and Nissan-Datsun, moved to Modern 

Motors in 1966, then further along the same street three years later to Arnold 

Motors. 

Phillips Car Sales in Wodonga added Mazda to its line-up of Honda, Subaru, 

Fiat, Audi, Volkswagen, and Lada in 1972, then Wheeltown Car Sales, also in 

Wodonga, added Mazda alongside Subaru in 1986. 

Mention Mazda around these parts now and it is its long association with Alessi 

Mazda Albury that springs to everyone’s mind. 

It started out as Continental Checkpoint in 1970 selling, as the name suggests, 

Fiat and Alfa Romeo, before adding Audi and Volvo, Suzuki, Chrysler, Jeep, 

Dodge and Renault along the way. 

Today, only Mazda and Audi remain with the dealership. 

My first taste of a Mazda was in 1967 when I test drove an R100 and have 

driven (almost) every Mazda - piston and Wankel - since, including the Cosmo 

Sport - or 110S - and the short-lived upmarket Eunos range. 

My parents owned a Mazda Capella, then a 626 (which the Capella morphed 

into), the latter which they bought in 1978 and remained in the family until 

2016. 

At one stage I owned a 323 hatch. 

So, the Mazda name has been etched in my memory since 1964, the year the 

first commercial quantities of 800 Familia sedans and wagons, along with 

B1600 Proceed utilities, arrived Down Under. 

The rest, as they say, is history and this year Mazda (originally known as Toyo 

Kogyo Co Ltd) celebrates 100 years as a company, starting out as a cork 

manufacturer in 1920, then as a tricycle-truck manufacturer in 1931. 



From that little ‘truck’ called the Mazda-go, Mazda now has a bewildering 

range of vehicles, including small and medium sedans/hatches/wagons, small, 

medium, and large SUVs, 2x2 and 4x4 commercials, and ‘that’ sports car, the 

evergreen MX-5. 

The subject of this review is the updated Mazda2 city car which launched late 

last year boasting ‘grown-up styling enhancements and high-tech features’ to 

reflect changing customer needs and tastes. 

Which they do. 

The ‘2’ dates to 1996 and is now in its fourth generation. 

It is available in sedan or hatch body styles, and in G15 Pure, G15 Evolve 

(hatch only), and G15 GT trim. 

Pricing starts from $20,990 for the G15 Pure manual sedan or hatch, climbing to 

$25,990 for the auto only G15 GT sedan or hatch. 

The auto only G15 Evolve hatch wears a sticker price from $24,490. 

G15 in all cases refers to the Mazda2’s revised 82kW/144Nm Skyactiv G 1.5-

litre four-cylinder petrol engine (up 3kW and 5Nm respectively). 

Reviewed here is the base G15 Pure hatch auto. 

All grades are mechanically identical, differing only by transmission choice, 

added tech, wheel size and design, and garnishes.  

The Pure rides on 15-inch alloy wheels (shod with Dunlop Enasave 185/65R15 

tyres), the Evolve and GT on 16-inch alloys. 

All come standard with Smart City Brake Support with Pedestrian detection, 

Lane Keep Assist, Apple CarPlay and Android Auto and, a big plus in our 

books, LED headlights. 

These are a must for rural owners owing to their better depth of field, while 

their white light offers much better visibility than halogen bulbs. 

The G15 Pure manual takes over the role as price leader from the previous Neo 

but is much better equipped, but if you want auto, add an extra $2000. 

This current, or fourth, generation Mazda2 is now six years old, but Mazda is 

hoping this midlife refresh will be enough to keep buyers interested in it for a 

few more years to come. 



Those loyal to the model will note that the 2020 variants retain Mazda’s 1.5-

litre, non-turbo, four-cylinder petrol engine which, in Pure trim, can be had with 

a six-speed manual, or six-speed torque converter automatic. 

While the Mazda2 may not be the first city runabout to spring to mind when 

shopping the segment, its small on the outside, big on the inside dimensions are 

perfect for a tiddler that will spend most of its life scampering about inner-city 

and suburban streets. 

Its 4065mm length, 1695mm width, and 1495mm height, coupled with a 

2570mm wheelbase and offering 152mm of ground clearance, a turning circle 

of just 9.4 metres, and short overhangs, means it can easily be wheeled around 

crowded shopping centre carparks and parked almost anywhere and in almost 

anything. 

Despite its supermini, or city runabout tag, the Mazda2 is just at home doing a 

bit of long-distance touring or exploring country lanes somewhere out in the 

back blocks. 

After collecting our Pure hatch from its Mazda Australia lodgings in the south 

east Melbourne suburb of Mulgrave, we pointed its short snout north east and 

headed off for a 305-kilometre, three-and-a-half-hour drive to Albury-

Wodonga, via the Maroondah-Melba-Goulburn Valley Highways and the Hume 

Freeway. 

This was really taking it out of its comfort zone, but once clear of snarling 

suburban traffic and with its skirts now hitched and the smell of fresh country 

air rushing through its large grille, it was hard to hold it back. 

‘Bring it on’ it seemed to say as we ‘powered’ up that windy, hilly section of 

the Melba Highway between Dixons Creek and the Healesville-Kinglake Road 

intersection. 

Like all Mazdas, the ‘2’ is not complicated to drive, is honest and unpretentious, 

and even no supermini, is fun to drive courtesy of its great handling and agility. 

The powertrain does its all with its meagre outputs, the steering is well 

weighted, the disc/drum braking combination is quite capable of hauling the 

hatch’s 1070kg weight down quickly and smoothly, and the MacPherson strut 

front/torsion beam rear suspension keeps everything firmly planted to the 

tarmac. 

Not that there are no glitches.  



Wind and tyre noise is more noticeable than in many of the Mazda2’s 

competitors and the engine does get noisy when under load, such as trying to 

keep up the pace on steep, hilly sections, but the bad bits are far outweighed by 

the good. 

It goes around corners very well and there is a great relationship between 

steering wheel, gearlever, pedals, and controls, especially when the Sport toggle 

is pushed and the gearlever pulled across to manual mode to liven things up. 

And it was on the Merton-Euroa Road where we did just that, as the windy 

downhill section from Merton on the Goulburn Valley Highway to the valley 

floor which runs between steep mountains of the Strathbogie Ranges, is just the 

place to pick up any car’s handling deficiencies. 

With Sport mode engaged the little hatch became a willing player. 

The littlest Mazda took it in its stride, with just enough power and torque on tap 

to pull it out of the sharper bends and hairpins without losing too much 

momentum. 

But the engine did need some coaxing by holding onto gears a little longer and 

keeping the revs up. 

The ride can be a little bouncy at low speeds on some C roads, but it settles 

quickly enough and the suspension has no qualms in dealing with gravel 

stretches, unruly patchwork, corrugations and the like without crashing and 

banging around. 

It is, after all, a Mazda who does not make a bad vehicle. 

At Euroa and onto the Hume Freeway for our run to Albury-Wodonga, the ‘2’ 

sat happily and was surprisingly comfortable. 

The Mazda2 was designed as a city car and that is its natural environment, but it 

seemed to really enjoy its play on that particular connector road and to stretch 

its legs on the freeway. 

The G15 Pure may be the entry model but we were well catered for in terms of 

creature comforts, tech, and car and driver safety aids. 

 

It was nice to drive behind the new, big, corporate chrome-frame grille and new 

LED headlights, plus new front and rear bumpers, and a nice set of 15-inch 

alloy wheels. 



Don’t expect auto lights or wipers, daytime running lights, front parking sensors 

or a self-dipping rear view mirror, but there is push-button start, cruise control, 

power windows and exterior mirrors, a leather-wrapped, fully-adjustable 

steering wheel with remotes, manual air-con, up-front power and USB outlets, a 

height-adjustable driver’s seat, a six-speaker audio system, and two-tone cloth 

trim. 

In place of the old push-button audio system, Mazda has fitted its easy-to-use 

MZD Connect system comprising a 7-inch touchscreen, Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto compatibility, AM/FM/DAB radio, Bluetooth phone and audio 

streaming, and internet radio integration of Stitcher and Aha where installed on 

the user’s smartphone. 

The multi-function commander control on the centre console comes with a 

navigation button but sat-nav is not standard on the Pure. 

But push the button and you do get a compass with large pointers, latitude, and 

longitude readings, and how high above sea level you are. 

Hmm! 

The instrument panel is simple in its layout and offers all the information 

required, including a trip computer, central speedometer, and small rev counter, 

while the G15 Pure’s suite of standard safety kit includes blind-spot monitoring, 

lane departure warning, lane keep assist, rear cross traffic alert, emergency 

brake assist, rear seat outboard ISOFIX mounts, rear park sensors, a reversing 

camera, Smart City Brake Support forward and reverse, and six airbags. 

The Mazda2 comes with an ANCAP five-star safety rating. 

The Mazda2’s interior trim and seating comfort have been bolstered and cabin 

storage is good for a small vehicle, with deep door pockets, trays, cupholders, 

and oddments bins for all. 

Driver and front seat passenger have good leg, head and shoulder room and rear 

seat leg room is adequate. 

For a small hatch, the vehicle’s boot space offers up 250-litres of capacity 

which can be almost doubled by dropping the 60:40 split rear seat backs down. 

There are no tie-down hooks, but there is a cargo blind, and under the boot floor 

resides a temporary spare wheel, which is not conducive to rural travel. 



Mazda claims a combined fuel consumption of 5.4 litres per 100 kilometres on 

91RON fuel. 

After a week’s driving on both city and country roads, we returned a respectable 

5.6L/100km. 

It is a big ask to take a small city runabout sedan - or hatch – out of its comfort 

zone and expect it to perform just as well in a big paddock, which the Mazda2 

did. 

Yes, it is starting to show its age but, save for the engine which could do with 

some extra boost, it is far from outdated. 

At $22,290 before on-roads for the G15 Pure automatic, it is one of the more 

expensive light hatches on the market, but factor in the freshen up and the extra 

goodies you now get, the Mazda2, sedan or hatch, should be at the top of any 

buyer shopping the light passenger segment.  

It is well built, exudes a sense of quality, boasts a very sensible cabin layout 

with decent space, offers decent driving dynamics, reliability, and good resale. 

Even seven years in it remains one of the more handsome cars in its class.  

Alan Smithenbecker’s decision to take on the Mazda marque all those years ago 

would have been made with some apprehension, but it was the right one and 

Mazda and Albury-Wodonga have enjoyed a long and successful association 

since. 

 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Mazda Australia 

 

Price: Mazda2 G15 Pure hatch auto, $22,290 plus on-road costs 

 

Engine: 1.5-litre DOHC S-VT, four-cylinder, petrol 

 

Power: 82kW at 6000rpm 

 

Torque: 144Nm at 4000rpm  



 

Transmission: Six-speed automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 5.6L/100km 91RON 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 44 litres 

 

Towing capacity: 900kg braked 

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA MAZDA 

DEALERSHIPS 

 

 

Albury-Wodonga – Alessi Mazda, 609 Hume Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

0810 

 

Shepparton – Shepparton Mazda, 7985-7989 Goulburn Valley Highway, Phone: 

(03) 5823 2100 

 

Wagga – Wagga Mazda, 221 Urana Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0800  

 

Wangaratta – One Mile Motors, 10-14 Templeton Street, Phone: (03) 5721 

5677 

  

 

 


