
A Venue with a view 

 

HYUNDAI has come up with a name completely out of left field for its new 

small city SUV. 

It is Venue, as in venue (noun) – the place where something happens. 

And what an apt name for this sub-compact cross-over which is the perfect 

vehicle for all reasons, all seasons, and for all occasions, no matter how big or 

small – well - the venue. 

As Hyundai puts it: the Venue ‘Fits in anywhere. Stands out everywhere.’ 

Which it does. 

Although competing in the SUV Small segment with the slightly larger Hyundai 

Kona, the Venue has been designed to also attract buyers from the micro and 

light passenger car segment which includes hatches such as the Kia Rio, 

Mazda2, MG3, and Skoda Fabia. 

This class has been in decline for the past four years, but this little South Korean 

beauty offers the best of both worlds – the affordability, manoeuvrability and 

economy of a light car, and the high-driving position and wanted styling of an 

SUV. 

Indirectly replacing the ageing Accent hatch, the Venue is available in three 

variants – 1.6 Go, 1.6 Active, and 1.6 Elite, with prices starting at $19,990, 

climbing to $21,490 (Active) and $25,490 (Elite), all plus on road costs. 

All variants are powered by the same 90kW/151Nm 1.6-litre multi-point fuel 

injection four-cylinder petrol engine, with Go and Active sending power to the 

front wheels via a six-speed manual gearbox, while a six-speed torque converter 

automatic is standard in the Elite and optional on the other two. 

Venue is 4040mm long, 1770mm wide, stands 1592mm, has a ground clearance 

of 170mm, a turning circle of 10.2-metres, sits on a wheelbase of 2520mm and 

weighs just 1140kg (Go manual). 

In other words, it doesn’t occupy too much ground, making it the perfect inner-

city and suburban runabout. 

But is it a good freeway, highway and byway runner, weekend escapee, and an 

option for rural buyers? 



To find out, our venue of choice for our Go manual was the stunning and 

picturesque Kiewa Valley, but to get there we had to drive 3.5-hours and 305-

kilometres along the Hume Freeway from the Hyundai’s digs in the north-west 

Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park, to our hometown playground of Albury-

Wodonga which is the hub of North-East Victoria and the Southern Riverina 

region of New South Wales. 

Looking every bit a scaled down Kona (and that’s good) but more box shaped, 

the Venue has that one essential ingredient ever good venue worth its salt 

should have – excellent all-round vision. 

Small the Venue may be, but its glasshouse is outstanding, its large front and 

rear screens and deep side glass letting in not only plenty of light, but capturing 

the scenery like a widescreen, 3D television screen that gave us a spectacular 

view of the world ahead, with no need to adjust the picture, tune it in to another 

channel, or adjust the volume.  

Nothing. 

The Venue’s glasshouse is the driver’s and passengers’ window to the world.  

And from where better to enjoy the stunning scenery of the lush Kiewa Valley 

in North-East Victoria than through the panoramic windscreen and from the 

relevant comfort of an entry Venue Go manual finished in Typhoon Silver. 

Yes. Manual. Remember them? 

If you don’t know how a three pedal car operates, the Venue Go can be 

optioned with an auto transmission for an additional $2000. 

All Venue models feature camera-based autonomous emergency braking with 

pedestrian detection, lane-keep assist, high-beam assist, driver attention 

monitoring, tyre pressure monitoring, an 8-inch touchscreen infotainment 

system with Apple CarPlay/Android Auto, a USB charge outlet, a rear-view 

camera with dynamic guidelines, a 3.5-inch TFT driver's multifunction display 

with digital speedo, six airbags, cruise control, roof rails, and daytime-running 

lights. 

The Go rides on 15-inch steel rims (which look underdone) with plastic wheel 

covers (yes, they still exist), and has manual air-conditioning. 

The mid-range Active adds 15-inch alloy wheels, LED daytime-running lights, 

LED indicators mounted in the side mirrors, a leather-appointed steering wheel 



and gearshift, rear parking sensors, six-speaker audio instead of four speakers, 

and static cornering lights. 

The flagship Elite gets 17-inch alloys, a chrome front grille, LED tail-lights, 

two-tone roof finish and contrasting side mirrors, rear privacy glass, 'premium 

finish' leather-look seat bolster upholstery, satellite navigation with SUNA live 

traffic updates, DAB+ digital radio, single-zone climate control, blind-spot 

monitoring, and rear cross-traffic alert. 

No matter which variant, you get an awful lot of standard kit. 

My Go manual was the perfect transport for a tour along one side of the Kiewa 

Valley, returning along the other.  

Like the nearby King Valley and the Ovens Valley, the Kiewa Valley also has a 

river running its entire length.  

The Kiewa River rises high up on the slopes of Victoria's highest mountain, 

Mount Bogong at 1986 metres, before spilling into the Murray River at South 

Albury.  

The upper reaches of the valley start at the former State Electricity township of 

Mount Beauty, gateway to the Bogong High Plains and the popular snowfields 

of Falls Creek resort.  

Within the valley are the townships of Tawonga South, Tawonga, Dederang, 

Tangambalanga, and the Wodonga satellite town of Baranduda.  

Villages include Kiewa, Kergunyah and Gundowring.  

The Kiewa Valley Highway is located adjacent to much of the course of the 

river, along whose banks are many dairy farms which are the life blood of the 

valley.  

My outward journey was not via the highway, but along the 

Gundowring/Mullagong/Redbank/Mongans Bridge Road which connects with 

the highway a few kilometres north of Tawonga.  

What a stunning drive.  

And that was just for starters.  

Uninspiring as its 90kW/151Nm outputs are, Hyundai’s bullet-proof 1.6-litre 

petrol engine did a great job of hauling the lightweight Venue along the river 

roads, having enough punch to cope with the hilly sections despite both its 



maximum power and torque being delivered at high revs – 6300rpm and 

4850rpm respectively. 

Manual transmission lovers will enjoy using the slick shifting and accurate six-

speed manual with its nicely balanced clutch. 

The indirects have been well chosen to match the rev-happy engine and even 

around town the fun factor is not diminished. 

After a week’s city, suburban, rural and highway driving, the manual Go 

returned a respectable 5.9L/100km. 

The Go’s manual air-con kept me cool given the ambient temperature was 38-

degrees, which is usual in the valley at this time of year despite its proximity to 

the Victorian Alps.  

The picturesque valley is popular year round with tourists, whether they be 

headed for the snowfields in winter or to Mount Beauty, a popular town noted 

for its cafes, bakery and picturesque caravan park, the latter situated on the 

banks of the Kiewa South River.  

From Mount Beauty you can head up to Bogong Village and the Clover Dam 

that holds back the waters of Lake Guy, and other dams associated with the 

Kiewa Hydroelectric Scheme which traps waters flowing from the Bogong High 

Plains.  

The McKay Creek and West Kiewa power stations are the major generating 

elements of the scheme which provides peak load to the Victorian electricity 

grid.  

Tawonga Huts, a series of huts and ruins, are located on the lower reaches of the 

West Kiewa River and are accessible by experienced hikers.  

The Bogong High Plains is a popular area for cross-country skiing through 

winter to the early spring months.  

Mount Beauty is popular with mountain bikers and paragliders.  

From Tawonga South you can drive up the Tawonga Gap to a lookout which 

gives uninterrupted views of the valley and Mount Bogong.  

The road also leads to the popular tourist mecca of Bright on the Great Alpine 

Road.  



The Gundowring to Tawonga road, which follows the Kiewa River, is on the 

east side of the valley, giving you a different perspective than if you were 

driving on the highway which runs parallel on the opposite side of the river.  

It is in very good condition for a C-grade rural road, although narrow in parts, 

and it pays to keep a sharp lookout for farm vehicles and, of course, herds of 

dairy cattle which cross the road here and there to get to dairy sheds.  

The Venue Go took the road in its stride, its Australian-tuned MacPherson strut 

front/torsion beam rear suspension made for smooth going over most of the 

road’s rough and smooth surfaces and ironing out the occasional corrugations, 

but sharper bumps and pot holes did manage to find their way into the cabin.  

When tossed into a series of bends and sweeping curves, the Go behaved nicely 

enough, was eager to change direction, and remained relatively composed and 

sat flat, despite its high stance.  

Combined with light, yet direct power steering, the Go was a lot of fun to drive 

across the twisty bits, but I did need to keep my foot buried on the accelerator 

and rowing the gearbox to keep everything on the boil, given the engine’s low-

down urge. 

Venue came with a powerful set of four-wheel disc brakes rather than a 

disc/drum set-up which is the norm for the light car class. 

Hyundai has worked hard on the vehicle’s NVH levels and they have done a 

reasonable job, with little wind and road noise entering the cabin. 

Crossing a fast-flowing Kiewa River not far from Ceccanti Kiewa Valley Wines 

at Mongans Bridge and cutting across to the Kiewa Valley Highway, I turned 

north and started my journey home, passing through the mainly dairy farming 

communities of Coral Bank, Running Creek, Dederang, Kergunyah and Kiewa.  

Once back to Kiewa, you can then cut across to the Murray Valley Highway to 

the next valley, the Mitta Valley.  

Other niceties I also got to enjoy with the Go was Bluetooth connectivity, auto 

headlights, a fully-adjustable steering wheel with remotes for audio and cruise 

control, a USB and 12-volt power outlet, and electric exterior rear view mirrors. 

With plenty of rural running kilometres under its belt, it was time to head back 

to Albury-Wodonga to put the Venue through its paces in the cut and thrust of a 

major inland city, or cities in this case, as Albury-Wodonga are twin cities 



separated only by a river – the Murray River, which forms the border between 

the states of New South Wales and Victoria.  

And it was in this environment where the Venue shone. 

Being box shaped, with short overhangs, a tight turning circle, large exterior 

rear view mirrors and that big glasshouse, the Venue was easy to turn in narrow 

streets and laneways and was easy to park and to manoeuvre around tight 

shopping centre carparks. 

It fitted just about anywhere which was a blessing given our drive time was 

during pre-Christmas shopping rushes. 

Despite its boxy shape and compact dimensions, the Venue’s practical and 

flexible cabin boasted plenty of room for four adults, with an impressive 

amount of head, shoulder and leg room front and rear. 

The interior design was clean and fuss-free, with the dashboard dominated by 

the 8-inch tablet-like touchscreen which was easy to navigate around and to 

connect your own tech to. 

There was a mixture of hard and soft plastics, and plenty of cabin storage, 

courtesy of door pockets with bottle holders, a large glove box with oddments 

tray above, cubby holes and cupholders, and trays for small items. 

The instrument panel was easy to sight, with the 3.5-inch multifunction display 

offering a range of information and menus including trip computer, safety 

systems, and vehicle settings which were accessed via buttons mounted on the 

steering wheel. 

Rear seat passengers did not get their own air vents, USB or 12-volt outlet, and 

there was no centre fold-down armrest, but there were outboard ISOFIX 

mounts. 

The biggest surprise came when I opened the rear hatch to be confronted by a 

cargo hold that would put some larger vehicles to shame. 

The deep and wide boot can consume 355-litres, there is an adjustable floor, 

four tie-down hooks, and a parcel shelf, and even though Hyundai does not 

quote a maximum cargo volume with the 60:40 split rear seat backs laid flat, 

one assumes the volume doubles in size. 

Unfortunately, a space-saver spare wheel lives under the cargo area floor. 



While the Venue is no performance SUV - and it isn’t meant to be – it offers 

buyers a fun driving experience with the looks to match. 

It proved to me it could quite happily live outside an urban environment and 

take on the odd freeway jaunt when asked of it. 

The Go will not be the variant of choice for most, but for those looking for a 

well specced small SUV at what really is a bargain price, and don’t mind a 

manual gearbox, then it’s the one. 

 

Price: Hyundai Venue 1.6 Go manual $19,990 plus on-road costs   

Engine: 1.6-litre, four cylinder, naturally-aspirated petrol  

Power: 90kW at 6300rpm   

Torque: 151Nm at 4850rpm  

Transmission: Six-speed manual. Front-wheel-drive   

Fuel consumption: 5.9L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 45 litres  

Towing capacity: 1100kg braked   

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Hyundai dealerships  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Hyundai, 44 High Street, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6046 9100  

Shepparton – Shepparton Hyundai, 80 Benalla Road, Phone: (03) 5849 1200   

Wagga – Wagga Motors Hyundai, 32 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6910 3000 

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Hyundai, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5713 9220  

 


