
Three pedalling it to ‘Yack’ 

 

FACEBOOK followers will be familiar with the ‘if you know what it is share it’ 

posts that pop up occasionally. 

Car-related ones doing the rounds include a foot-operated dip switch for the 

headlights, vent windows, window winders, a choke knob, a set of ignition 

points and ‘three on the tree’, the latter in reference to a column gear shift. 

Within the decade you can almost bet additions will include a clutch pedal and a 

shift lever for a manual gearbox, given that only about seven or eight per cent of 

cars now sold in Australia are of the manual variety. 

Automatic transmission vehicles have outnumbered manuals for quite a few 

years and with ever-changing progress and technology it, the manual, will also 

be assigned to history.  

There are drivers out there that have never driven a manual vehicle, or don’t 

want to know, but for those of us that do like rowing a gear lever, sometimes it 

can even be therapeutic. 

Thankfully you can still buy a new vehicle with a manual shifter, and we are not 

just talking trucks and light commercials, but sedans, hatches and even SUVs. 

One such SUV is the Kia Sportage which can be had in base petrol S or petrol 

SX guise in six-speed manual, front-wheel-drive only form. 

The entry S petrol manual is priced from $28,190, the SX petrol manual front-

wheel-drive as reviewed here, from $30,290, plus on-road costs. 

Our SX manual was finished in optional Mercury Blue paintwork which added 

$520 to the sticker price. 

The SX petrol auto is priced from $32,290, so there is a $2000 saving if three 

pedals and a shifter is what you want. 

The SX started life as an Si Premium but Kia recently tickled the nomenclature 

of its models while leaving everything under the skin the same. 

The S was formerly the Si, and the SLi is now the SX+. 

The GT-Line remains as … the GT-Line. 

There are two petrol engines, a 114kW/192Nm 2-litre four-cylinder, and a 

135kW/237Nm 2.4-litre four-cylinder (GT Line only), and a 2-litre 

136kW/400Nm diesel.  



All petrol models feature either a six-speed manual or six-speed automatic 

gearbox driving the front wheels only in the 2-litre petrol S, SX and SX+ 

models, and through an on-demand all-wheel-drive system in the 2.4-litre GDI 

petrol in the GT-Line.  

All diesel models also feature AWD but benefit from an in-house eight-speed 

automatic gearbox. 

Sportage was updated mid-2018 but the avid marque spotter will be hard 

pressed to pick the differences between the superseded Sportage and this latest 

outing, as most of the changes lie under the skin. 

It is more a spit and polish rather than a major overhaul, with the main changes 

being a tweaked suspension for a more refined, compliant ride, fitment of AEB 

(Autonomous Emergency Braking) and Lane Keep Assist across the range, and 

that new eight-speed automatic transmission for diesel variants. 

The Sportage's Tiger Nose grille is sportier, there is a new front bumper and 

changes to the light cluster and fog lamp surrounds, while round back there is a 

revised taillight design, new rear bumper, and a lower skid plate to add a touch 

more aggressiveness.  

No matter the variant, all Sportages come well equipped, our SX manual having 

more than enough standard fare to keep us amused on the three-and-a-half-hour 

run along the Hume Freeway between the vehicle's pick-up point in the north-

western Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park, and Albury-Wodonga. 

Even the entry-level S comes with an impressive range of safety features, 

including Downhill Brake Control, Hill Start Assist, rear parking sensors, rear 

view camera with dynamic guidelines, Lane Keeping Assist, Autonomous 

Emergency Braking with Forward Collision Warning, High Beam Assist, and 

impact sensing auto door unlocking.  

Creature comforts and the latest tech include Apple CarPlay and Android Auto 

connectivity, engine immobiliser, remote central locking, six-way adjustable 

driver’s seat, a six-speaker sound system, rain sensing wipers, cruise control, 

power windows front and rear, and Bluetooth connectivity.  

Our SX spoiled us by adding sat-nav with SUNA traffic monitoring and 10 

years of Mapcare, an eight-inch touch screen infotainment centre, DAB digital 

radio, an eight-speaker JBL premium sound system, and 18-inch alloy wheels 

shod with 225/55 R18 tyres (full size alloy spare as well).  

SX+ and GT-Line grades add even more goodies, including keyless entry and 

push-button start. 



But we were happy with our lot and the way the vehicle cruised along the 

freeway in relative silence and with a high level of comfort.  

Kia’s ageing 114kW/192Nm 2-litre four-cylinder naturally aspirated petrol 

engine mated to a six-speed manual transmission sent drive to the front wheels, 

and while the outputs are meagre, the SX did most things reasonably well. 

There was no urgency from the SX, and a lack of low down torque was telling 

when a bit of grunt was required, such as a quick dash into an opening in an 

adjoining lane, or when overtaking.  

This engine’s biggest shortcoming is the lack of usable torque, which underlies 

the breathless drive experience. 

The SX did, however, return a respectable 7 litres per 100 kilometres after a 

week's driving.  

After a pretty lazy, laid-back drive along the boring Hume Freeway back to 

home base of Albury-Wodonga, we laid down plans of where to take the 

Sportage SX for a drive in the country to give it a real work out. 

First, a climb up to the Huon Hill lookout which commands sweeping views 

across Albury-Wodonga, the Murray Valley floodplain, and the Victorian Alps. 

Secondly, putting it over our usual 153-kilometre country drive route, stocking 

up with fresh produce from the Albury-Wodonga Farmers' Market, and joining 

the queues looking for a parking spot, firstly at one of Albury-Wodonga's major 

shopping centres, followed by a similar jaunt - or two - to the supermarket. 

The Sportage coped exceptionally well with each challenge, the shopping 

centres being more a challenge for driver and passenger! 

Wodonga’s Huon Hill lookout, at 428-metres, is accessed by both dirt and some 

sealed sections of track and wends its way upwards through some prime grazing 

land (watch for kangaroos and cattle), with a few steep climbs along the way. 

The 238-hectare reserve is perfect for bushwalking, sightseeing, picnicking and 

photography.  

The main sheltered picnic area is perfect for family gatherings, courtesy of 

electric barbecues, seats and benches, plus there is a toilet block close handy.  

The 360-degree views are amazing, with a directional cairn telling you what the 

various distant landmarks are.  



If you are taking your own picnic gear, the Sportage offers 466 litres of cargo 

space with all seats occupied. 

Drop the 60:40 split rear seat backs down and that expands to a very handy 

1455 litres. 

And that space came in handy on our various shopping sojourns. 

Our drive loop takes in windy and hilly sections between Wodonga and the 

historic gold-mining town of Beechworth, hairpin bends and plenty of curvy 

bits between there and the quaint town of Stanley (great pub), a steep, windy 

downhill drive between Stanley and the farming community of Mudgegonga, 

then undulating roads that take you through historic Yackandandah, then across 

to Kiewa-Tangambalanga. 

We spent some time in historic Yackandandah, or ‘Yack’ as it is referred to by 

locals. 

This beautifully preserved historic town is largely unchanged from its heyday as 

a gold mining centre, but looks can be deceiving and despite its history dating 

back to the mid-1850s - and looking every bit 170 years old - this little town is 

now ever so close to reaching its 100 per cent renewable energy target by 2022. 

Late last year 10 public buildings in the town flicked the switch to solar, adding 

a combined 74kW of solar to the town’s renewable capacity, with the public 

hall adding 11kW of solar, along with a 13kWh battery and a Mondo Ubi smart 

controller. 

The 100 per cent renewable energy target is being driven by a community 

energy group called Totally Renewable Yackandandah. 

 

The town, which is nestled in a picturesque valley in the foothills of Stanley 

State Forest, is steeped in history and its main street is classified by the national 

trust. 

You can easily explore the town, which is home to many acclaimed artists of 

various persuasions, by foot where you can amble past glorious old buildings, 

walk along the same tracks used by gold miners, visit an eclectic mix of 

galleries, shops and studios and, if you want a bite to eat, the town has two 

hotels, a bakery, tea rooms, and a great pie shop. 

You can even visit the Karr’s Reef gold mine. 

The former gold mining centre was known mainly for its alluvial wet mining 

techniques. 



A railway line linking Yackandandah to Beechworth via Wooragee opened in 

1891 and closed in 1954. 

The line descending into Yackandandah was so steep that the train had to stop 

so as the guard could apply hand brakes to every carriage and wagon. 

Australia’s first native born Governor-General, Sir Isaac Isaacs, lived in the 

town as a child and the town’s general cemetery is the resting place of noted 

surveyor Colonel Thomas Alexander Vance. 

An annual folk festival is held in Yackandandah in March. 

If you want to stay a bit, the town boasts two motels, a holiday park and 

numerous B&Bs. 

This drive is very picturesque and offers plenty of sightseeing diversions along 

the way, such as Reedy Creek and the Woolshed Falls at Wooragee that, during 

the 1850 gold-rush period, was teaming with miners seeking their fortune.  

This hilly region is where the SX’s petrol engine struggled to provide 

meaningful momentum and became thrashy the higher the revs. 

But that manual gearbox and light, easy take-up clutch were a dream, the short 

shifts between the indirects creamy smooth and done with little effort. 

Also coming into its own was the Sportage's running gear which has been 

further refined.  

Like Hyundai, Kia also relies on a team of local engineers who constantly work 

on the steering, brakes, suspension and NVH (noise, vibration, harshness) so as 

all models across the range deliver the best handling, steering feel, braking 

effort and ride comfort.  

No qualms from us.  

From the twin towns of Kiewa-Tangambalanga, which sit either side of the 

crystal clear Kiewa River in the lush and picturesque Kiewa Valley, we 

followed the Kiewa East Road to join the Murray Valley Highway at the 

southern end of Lake Hume, a body of water which, when at capacity, is six 

times larger than Sydney Harbour. 

Turning north, we followed the lake's west bank to the historic migrant centre of 

Bonegilla, then deviated onto some gravel roads to put the Sportage's 

suspension to the test on surfaces being other than smooth. 

Did it disappoint? 



No.  

The locally tuned and calibrated ride was remarkably compliant and 

comfortable, even when crashing over corrugated and broken surfaces, while 

the well-weighted, electric power-steering responded quickly and effortlessly to 

the driver's demands.   

Again, like Hyundai, Kia has worked hard at improving the look, feel and 

insulation of its vehicles' cabins, bringing them into the 21st century with a 

European flair that is highly functional yet minimalistic. 

The centre piece of the SX’s dash was the integrated, eight-inch infotainment 

system, which was easy to navigate around and to connect to Bluetooth.  

We were blessed with great storage options, including a large glove box, door 

pockets with integrated bottle holders, numerous cubby holes, a deep, lidded bin 

between the front seats, and an overhead sunglasses holder. 

The cargo area featured tie-down mounts, a power outlet, and a cargo blind.  

Rear seat passengers enjoyed their own air vents, plus they had access to a fast 

charge USB port to power up their mobile device. 

Outboard ISOFIX mounts completed the picture. 

Sportage competes in the highly competitive mid-size SUV segment, therefore 

it is a large-ish vehicle.  

It is 4485mm long, 1855mm wide, and stands 1655mm tall, yet gives a more 

compact impression on the road. 

What made it a smooth operator in the crowded shopping centre car parks was 

its very good all-round vision, nifty 11-metre turning circle, its rear parking 

sensors, rear view camera with dynamic parking guidelines (excellent clarity), 

and large exterior rearview mirrors.  

The 172mm of ground clearance meant no scraping over speed humps, and it 

would also be handy when driving to that favourite fishing, camping or picnic 

spot. 

No front parking sensors or LED headlights and missing some key safety tech 

aside (you can’t have everything for the price!), there was little else to fault with 

the Sportage SX manual.  

Some bystanders - and family members - were not too keen on the high-set front 

light cluster (it does grow on you), but it does stand Sportage apart from its 

competitors.  



The SX manual impressed in all areas. 

It was very well priced and specced, was roomy, comfortable and well screwed 

together.  

If you are on the lookout for a medium-size SUV, and there are some great ones 

out there, Sportage must be on your shopping list.  

Underpinning the Sportage’s ownership is Kia’s seven-year, unlimited-

kilometre warranty.  

Servicing is required every 15,000km or 12 months, whichever occurs first. 

It wears a five-star ANCAP rating. 

Distance: Albury-Wodonga to Yackandandah via Beechworth-Wodonga 

Rd/C315 – 24 kilometres 

There is also the option of the Kiewa Valley Highway (C531)/Yackandandah-

Wodonga Rd (C527) route. (Same travel time) 

Travel time: 19 minutes 

  

Price: Kia Sportage SX 2-litre petrol manual, $30,290 plus on road costs  

  

Engine: 2-litre in-line four-cylinder DOHC petrol  

  

Power: 114kW at 6200rpm  

  

Torque: 192Nm at 4000rpm   

  

Transmission: Six-speed manual. Front-wheel-drive  

  

Fuel use: 7L/100km 91RON petrol  

  

Fuel tank capacity: 62 litres  



  

Towing capacity: 1900kg braked  

  

Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres  

  

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS  

 

Albury-Wodonga – McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton – Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666 

Wagga – Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688 

Wangaratta – Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5721 4428 


