
RENAULT has had a long association with rural Australia, yet to many the 

French brand is a Johnny-come-lately to the local market. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Its motor cars first appeared here in the early 1920s and after the establishment 

of metropolitan dealerships, rural agents were quick to follow, with Albury 

Motors appointed in 1923. 

The Albury Motors stable included Austin, Dodge, Mack and International 

Harvester trucks, and Peugeot, BMW, Morris, Plymouth and Renault cars. 

The company was owned and operated by Haydn Junghenn and Ted Henwood, 

Junghenn the maternal grandfather of Brad and Kim Jones, co-owners of 

Albury-based V8 Supercar outfit BJR – Brad Jones Racing. 

Models Albury Motors, and other Renault dealerships, would have been selling 

include the 6CV, 10CV, 15CV, 18CV, 18/22CV, 24CV and 40CV. 

Renault has had a presence in Albury-Wodonga (almost) ever since, testament 

to their strength, reliability and fuel economy. 

In later years the marque was known for its prowess in the many around 

Australia reliability trials and other motorsport events here and overseas. 

A little known fact is that Renault opened a manufacturing facility in the 

Melbourne suburb of Heidelberg in 1966 where it assembled cars until 1981. 

The brand returned to being fully imported and it wasn’t until 2001, two years 

after the Renault-Nissan Alliance was formed, that Renault Australia made its 

reappearance, Nissan’s strength in the Asia–Pacific market helping Renault to 

extend its presence in the region. 

The company’s current vehicle range includes cars, SUVs and commercials. 

Its SUV range includes the subject of this report, the mid-size Koleos limited 

edition Formula Edition which is based on the top-selling front-wheel-drive Zen 

variant. 

The Formula Edition is in response to Renault’s F1 racing connection with 

Aussie driver Daniel Ricciardo, and it looks a treat. 

Just 400 Formula Edition Koleos will be built in a choice of black, grey or white 

paintwork and priced from $36,990 driveaway, or $500 more than the regular 

front-wheel-drive Zen.  



For the extra spend you get a nice set of 19-inch alloy wheels, black exterior 

side mirrors, silver side steps, and a Formula Edition sticker on the tailgate. 

Being Zen-based you also get heated faux leather front seats, front and rear 

parking sensors with reversing camera, and a 7-inch R-LINK multi-media 

screen with sat-nav. 

Based on the Nissan X-Trail platform, the Koleos is Renault Australia’s best 

seller with 1873 sales year-to-date. 

Model year 2020 updates include a suite of exterior and interior enhancements, 

including a revised front grille, new LED fog lights, and Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto smartphone connectivity. 

Our black metallic Koleos with its yellow Formula Edition badging looked the 

part and after signing it out from its Melbourne suburban digs at Keilor Park, 

we pointed its nose towards the Hume Freeway and North East Victoria.  

On more than one occasion we have been asked what do we define as North-

East Victoria and the Southern Riverina, given this region is our main 

catchment area and where we do the majority of our testing? 

It is open for conjecture, but to 'box' the region for our purposes, it is Euroa to 

the west, Wagga to the north, Gundagai to the east, and Mansfield to the south.  

That is an area of approximately 105,000 square kilometres in which 350,000-

plus people call home.  

Yes, we include the Greater City of Shepparton in our Victorian dealers guide 

because it is a major rural automotive centre.  

We have a vast area criss-crossed by major highways and byways and rural 

roads to travel through and to choose particular roads - depending on the vehicle 

we are driving - to drive along.  

Within the North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina region are the rural cities of 

Benalla and Wangaratta, the major cities of Shepparton, Wagga and Albury-

Wodonga, large towns, small towns, villages and 'whistle stops', some of which 

we travel through on a regular basis.  

One of these is the gateway to North-East Victoria - Euroa, 'the village by the 

ranges' being the most south-westerly town in our 'box', and the half-way point 

between Melbourne and Albury-Wodonga. 



Well, not quite, Melbourne being 163.9 kilometres further south-west, while 

Albury-Wodonga is 164.6 kilometres north-east! 

But close enough. 

It is just shy of the recommended two-hour driving time break and because of 

its many services and amenities, the town is perfectly placed for a meal and rest 

stop. 

And that is exactly what we did, wheeling off the Hume Freeway in our 2.5-litre 

petrol Koleos and driving along part of the old Hume Highway into this 

picturesque historic town which sits on the banks of the Seven Creeks in the 

shadows of the Strathbogie Ranges. 

The town's claim to fame is that the National Bank was robbed by the Kelly 

gang in 1878. 

The town was bypassed by the freeway in 1992 but its population of 3000 has 

made sure it did not go the way of some other towns that were also bypassed.  

Seven Creeks Park is a great place to sit and relax, while the vibrant town centre 

boasts great restaurants, cafes and bakeries.    

The Koleos made light work of the freeway to Euroa, thanks to its loping, quiet, 

and relaxing nature.  

The 126kW/226Nm 2.5-litre naturally-aspirated engine was mated to a 

Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT). 

Renault claims 8.1-litres per 100-kilometres fuel consumption and that was 

(almost) what we achieved after a week behind the wheel (8.7L/100km).  

There are seven variants of the Koleos, three two-wheel-drive 2.5-litre petrol 

variants in Life, Zen and Formula Edition trim, three all-wheel-drive 2.5-litre 

petrol variants in Zen, Intens and Initiale trim, and one all-wheel-drive 2-litre 

diesel variant in Intens trim. 

Some of the safety features aboard our Formula Edition included blind spot 

warning and collision warning system, AEBS, and tyre pressure monitor. 

We also got to enjoy an eight-speaker 3D Arkamys Sound system, dual zone 

climate control with rear passenger vents, automatic dusk-sensing headlights 

and rain-sensing wipers, an electric emergency brake, keyless entry via 

Renault’s keycard system, and push button start. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Coffee break done, it was back into the air-conditioned comfort of the Koleos 

(outside temperature at this stage was 38-deg) for a snoop around this busy 

town which was founded in the early 1850s and which services the nearby 

villages of Locksley, Longwood, Ruffy and Strathbogie, and the town of Violet 

Town. 

Euroa sits on the main Melbourne to Sydney railway line and is served by 

V/Line passenger services operating on the North-East railway.  

The name Euroa comes from an old Aboriginal word meaning 'joyful'.  

The town's beautiful parks are matched by some magnificent historic buildings, 

including a former bank and the Euroa Hotel, which are located opposite the 

railway station.  

The Euroa district boasts three Victoria Cross recipients - Leslie Maygar, Fred 

Tubb and Alex Burton - and a memorial in their honour in Kirkland Avenue 

consisting of three statues plus an information and story board, is worth paying 

a visit.  

The town also boasts a museum and a miniature railway and holds a high-

spirited farmers' market every third Saturday of the month. 

A quick tour of the town done, it was time to point the Koleo's nose north-east - 

and home.  

We have already given our verdict on the two and four-wheel-drive Koleos 

petrol variants.  

We love the looks, the long list of standard equipment, and the fact that the 

Renault sits on Nissan X-Trail underpinnings.  

The driving experience of the petrol versions however was only average for the 

class and the CVT transmission was uninspiring to say the least.  

In a segment littered with big hitters, the Koleos maintains its European flair 

inside and out, but the class is so competitive that Renault Australia has been 



pushing the Koleos hard to win over buyers from the mainstream brands such as 

Mazda, Nissan, Hyundai and Toyota. 

This generation Koleos is long overdue and comes with plenty of credentials 

thanks to its strong alliance with Nissan.  

To compete in the SUV medium segment the Koleos had to look good for 

starters, which it is, and had to have first-rate credentials, which it also has, 

thanks to the Nissan input. 

Renault however has given the Koleos chic French clothing to go over the 

Nissan's underwear. 

We think the Koleos is the segment style leader thanks to its bigger-than-they-

are looks, stand-out C-shaped LED daytime running lights, smart grille and 

large Renault badge, and neat and tidy rear end. 

Inside, the cabin design was well thought out, it was classy, roomy and 

functional, and minimalistic in the approach to instruments, centre console and 

infotainment layout.  

That usual French quirkiness was nowhere to be seen.  

On our run up the freeway from Melbourne to Albury-Wodonga, the Koleos 

was quite happy motoring along and keeping up with the traffic, even though 

tyre noise was evident. 

At Wangaratta we peeled off the freeway and headed along the Great Alpine 

Road to Tarrawingee where we turned onto the Wangaratta-Beechworth Road.  

The climb out of Tarrawingee towards the historic gold-mining town of 

Beechworth is not that steep but the CVT went into overdrive, dropping back 'a 

gear' and flaring terribly on occasions. 

While not happy tackling steep grades and long inclines, the petrol/CVT duo 

were at home tootling around town, handling their duties smoothly and 

providing plenty of oomph for those breaks in city traffic.  

The suspension was to the firm side, but not to the detriment of ride comfort. 

It was compliant enough to cope with most bumps, thumps, potholes and 

corrugations and it ironed out most irregularities on the freeway. 

The Formula Edition felt very confident and composed on a variety of 

challenging stretches, with minimal body roll and no squealing from the tyres 

during spirited driving.  



Making the Koleos easy to drive was its light, well-weighted and direct electric 

power steering which came into its own in heavy traffic and when parking. 

Its 11.4 metre turning circle was on a par with its competitors. 

The brake pedal lacked feel, but the brakes themselves did everything asked of 

them, plus the Koleos came with a fair swag of driver and safety aids.  

Braked towing capacity of the Koleos is a handy 2000kg. 

The vehicle's 210mm of ground clearance allowed reasonable off-road ability – 

ie getting to that favourite fishing or camping spot.   

Where the Koleos shone was in its interior which was classy, fresh, bright, airy, 

and - big. 

It was sensible - minimalistic, even - in its layout and functionality, with its 

instruments clear and legible. 

Renault's smart R-Link 2 connectivity system, with sat-nav, Bluetooth and 

audio, also housed apps that could be customised to our personal taste, the rear 

view camera, and parking sensor display. 

It was clear and worked fast, especially when connecting our phone.  

Fiddly remotes on, or behind, the steering wheel operated cruise control, voice 

command, phone, and audio volume. 

Big windows soaked in the scenery, the cabin environment was kept to an even 

temperature courtesy of dual-climate control, and there were plenty of hidey-

holes, bins, cup holders, a deep lidded centre bin, and a large glove box to store 

things. 

Renault claims 35-litres of cabin storage space. 

The driver’s seat was electrically-adjustable, there was a fully adjustable 

steering wheel, LED cabin lighting, and auto headlights and wipers.  

The use of a few cheap plastics around the cabin and the odd rattle detracted a 

little from the overall quality of the vehicle. 

Those travelling on the second-row pews (the Koleos is only a five-seater) were 

treated to plenty of head, leg and elbow room, rear air vents, a 12-volt outlet and 

2 USB ports.  

There was also a fold-down centre armrest and two ISOFIX points.   



Around back, the big tailgate swung up to reveal 458 litres of boot space which, 

when the 60:40 split-fold rear seat backs were dropped by levers either side of 

the boot walls, expanded to 1690 litres. 

Under the floor was a full-size alloy spare wheel.  

We liked the Koleos for its size, comfort, stand-out good looks, price and 

equipment. 

Everything about the second-generation Koleos is impressive and is a big leap 

forward from the previous model.  

Renault offers a five year/unlimited kilometre warranty, three years capped 

price servicing, and up to four years roadside assist.   

For those living in rural areas needing a fully-equipped, spacious five-seater 

SUV that offers excellent fuel economy, comfort, a decent ride and good 

handling, the Koleos is worth taking for a test drive.  

Renault has been playing in our sandpit for almost 100 years so it deserves more 

than a cursory look. 

 

Price: Renault Koleos Formula Edition 2.5 auto $36,990 drive-away  

  

Engine: 2.5-litre four-cylinder petrol  

  

Power: 126kW at 6000rpm  

  

Torque: 226Nm at 44000rpm  

 

Transmission: CVT, front-wheel-drive  

 

Fuel use: 8.7L/100km  

 

Towing capacity: 2000kg braked 

  



Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  

  

Where do I test drive/buy?  

  

Albury-Wodonga – Albury-Wodonga Renault, 609 Hume Street, Albury Phone: 

(02) 6055 8707 

Shepparton - Shepparton Renault, 8002 Goulburn Valley Highway, Shepparton 

Phone: (03) 5823 2940  

 

 


