
TOYOTA’S volume-selling medium SUV, the RAV4 - for Recreational 

Activity Vehicle four-wheel-drive - is aptly named for this neck of the woods. 

 

No matter what the recreational activity you have in mind, North-East Victoria 

and the Southern Riverina region of New South Wales has all bases covered, 

with the RAV4 just the vehicle to pursue most of them in, whether they be on 

road or off-road - the latter to a point! 

 

The chunky, but good looking, fifth generation RAV4 launched here in May, 

raising the bar in safety, technology, style and refinement and introducing a raft 

of innovations, including being Toyota’s first hybrid SUV for our market. 

 

It is available in 11 variants, in four grades, with three powertrains, two petrol 

and Toyota’s excellent petrol-electric hybrid system, and the option of front-

wheel-drive (does that make it a RAV2?), or all-wheel-drive. 

 

Prices range from $30,640 (plus on road costs) for the entry GX petrol 2WD 

manual, to $47,140 (plus on road costs) for the flagship Edge petrol AWD auto. 

 

Reviewed here is a second-from-the-top Cruiser hybrid AWD CVT which is 

priced from $44,640, plus the on roads. 

 

It was finished in Satin Blue paintwork with contrasting 18-inch black alloy 

wheels, with the interior swathed in black leather. 

 

And where better to take it for a drive in the country than to one of Australia’s 

greatest inland water playgrounds – Lake Hume. 

 

Taking the 'return of recreation' RAV4 hybrid Cruiser AWD for a drive around 

Lake Hume was more than a stroll in the park, as this major inland waterway 

boasts 365 kilometres of shoreline.  

 



The drive at any time of the year is an exhilarating experience, especially as it is 

in such a magnificent setting, and the winding roads around the lake provided 

an ideal venue for the Cruiser to demonstrate just what it could do. 

 

The lake, which is located 15 kilometres east of the twin cities of Albury-

Wodonga, is estimated to hold approximately six times the volume of water in 

Sydney Harbour and has a surface area of 20.2 square kilometres.  

 

It is one very big puddle and a great one to drive around, with half the drive 

being in New South Wales, the other half in Victoria. 

 

The Murray River represents the border between the two states, and it was just 

downstream from where the Mitta River flows into the Murray River that a dam 

was built between 1919 and 1936 to hold back water for irrigation, flood 

mitigation, water supply and hydropower.  

 

That dam is Hume Dam, the impounded reservoir Lake Hume, both named in 

honour of explorer Hamilton Hume who, with William Hovell, passed through 

the area in 1824.  

 

I had no intention of driving around the entire lake, but at least two thirds of it, 

which took me along parts of the Murray Valley Highway, the Great River 

Road, the Riverina Highway, and Lake Road and Springdale Road. 

 

A good test for a medium family-sized SUV that is one of Toyota’s volume 

sellers in Australia. 

 

Apart from GX, Cruiser and Edge, the other RAV4 variant is the GXL. 

 

While Toyota engineers may have put the recreation back into the RAV4, this 

fifth-generation includes some clever engineering and technology, plus there is 

a smarter-looking, yet shorter, lower and wider body underpinned by the Toyota 



New Global Architecture that features a 30mm longer wheelbase and wider 

track.  

 

I hopped in and immediately felt at home.  

 

Just as it should be.  

 

Summer is just around the corner and Lake Hume is the perfect inland water 

wonderland for those that love boating, yachting, water skiing, fishing and 

swimming, or just lazing the days away in one of the many caravan parks, 

holiday lets or camping spots.  

 

It was time to go and check it all out in this cleaner-styled RAV4.  

 

Being so well equipped you would not think there was still an additional model 

featuring even more kit.  

 

For the review Cruiser CVT’s asking price I was driving an awful lot of vehicle. 

 

My run out of Albury-Wodonga was along the Murray Valley Highway, 

skirting the lake's western, or Victorian, shoreline.  

 

The High Country Rail Trail runs parallel with the highway to the township of 

Tallangatta, crossing the Sandy Creek inlet arm of the lake over the recently-

reinstated railway bridge. 

 

The rail trail terminates at Old Tallangatta, with plans to push it on as funds 

permit.  

 

The Cruiser loped along this flat section with ease as it passed by the old 

railway sidings of Bandiana, Bonegilla, Ebden and Huon, with the glistening 



lake to my left all the way to Tallangatta (which I bypassed), the town that 

moved in the late 1950s. 

 

Old Tallangatta was located a few kilometres upstream on the Tallangatta 

Creek, but a proposed expansion of the lake meant the town had to be relocated.  

 

When the lake is at low capacity you can still see the outline of the old town's 

streets from a lookout on the Murray Valley Highway above where the town 

once stood.  

 

Not this day though, as Lake Hume at the time of writing was at 43 per cent.  

 

Past the Omeo Highway turnoff and just east of Old Tallangatta, I turned left 

onto Lake Road which crosses the Tallangatta Creek and sweeps past the ghost 

town's old hospital and dairy factory.  

 

The road now got very interesting, bitumen turning to firmly-packed gravel all 

the way to Springdale Road which would take me into the old gold mining town 

of Bethanga.  

 

And it was on this section of road where the RAV4’s revised MacPherson strut 

front suspension and new multi-link rear suspension, plus tweaks to steering and 

brakes, came into their own. 

 

Lake Road, whether approaching from the village of Bellbridge to the Bethanga 

turnoff, or from Old Tallangatta, in most part follows the shore of the lake, 

meaning twisting, windy and hilly sections of road that allowed me to give the 

RAV4 a full head of steam, locking in Sport/manual mode for the CVT 

transmission.  

 

This changed the upshift points for quicker acceleration and allowed me to 

change gears sequentially - ie have a lot of fun. 



 

The standard drive modes also offered Eco and Normal settings, plus there was 

a Trail mode and EV, or electric, mode.  

 

At all times the Cruiser felt poised and well glued to the road and the 

suspension did not get too upset when confronted with the odd pothole, rut or 

corrugation.  

 

Even on the gravel section I was able to keep up a good clip, with the stability 

and traction control systems subtle in their intervention when I hit a greasy spot.  

 

Full marks to Toyota’s spanner people. 

 

Even the car's steering was spot-on, offering good turn-in, feedback and 

response, while I felt secure in the fact that I had a great set of brakes and all the 

latest driver and safety aids also working in my favour. 

 

The only running gear complaint came from the Bridgestone Alenza 225/60R 

18 tyres which transmitted a dull drone to the cabin and showed up their grip 

limits on greasy surfaces.  

 

The Cruiser AWD hybrid’s system marries a 2.5-litre Atkinson cycle four-

cylinder petrol engine with an electric motor generator that offers a combined 

maximum power output of 163kW and maximum torque of 221Nm. 

 

The hybrid electric AWD variants gain an additional rear motor generator to 

provide power to the rear axle for the electric AWD system.  

 

This enables up to 80 per cent of the total drive torque to be delivered through 

the rear wheels, perfect for those occasional off-road sojourns to that favourite 

picnic or fishing spot. 

 



 

My next stop was Bethanga, a sleepy little village tucked away in a valley 'up 

behind' Lake Hume. 

 

It was established in 1878 but prior to that gold miners were digging the area 

after reports of a find of alluvial gold in 1852.  

 

But it was not until 1876 that the discovery of a reef led to the development of 

the Bethanga goldfields.  

 

Due to the nature of the gold-bearing quartz reef, the gold was difficult to 

extract, and the discovery of copper led to a change in focus and The Great 

Eastern Copper Smelting Works was opened in 1878.  

 

In the 1880s Bethanga was the biggest producer of copper in Victoria but the 

Bethanga today is a far cry from the Bethanga of yesteryear.  

 

In its heyday the town boasted two hairdresser-billiards rooms, two sweet 

shops, two grocery stores, a blacksmith, a bakery, a butcher, a draper, a cobbler, 

two post offices, and three churches.  

 

A general store, the Courthouse Hotel, a memorial hall, two churches, a post 

office and a primary school are all that remain operative. 

 

The climb out of Bethanga to Kurrajong Lookout which affords stunning views 

back across the town and of Lake Hume, is steep, but the Cruiser’s petrol-

electric powertrain did it easily, with plenty in reserve as I wheeled into the 

lookout carpark. 

 

With photos locked away, it was time to sit on one of the many seats scattered 

around the lookout/picnic area and reflect on just how good the RAV4 Cruiser 

had been to date. 



 

It had run up the Hume Freeway from Melbourne with ease, the hybrid set-up 

and CVT working as one to keep fuel consumption to a minimum.  

 

My overall figure when the car was returned a week later was 6.2 litres per 100 

kilometres. 

 

Excellent. 

 

The engine had plenty of punch for overtaking, was torquey enough to tackle 

the steep bits and, tyres aside, the RAV4 cruised quite peacefully. 

 

Taking advantage of a beautiful sunny spring day, I sat gazing at the car, getting 

the feeling that Toyota has got the RAV4 looking the best it ever has.  

 

How are they going to improve it?  

 

The Cruiser hybrid AWD looks richer than its asking price suggests, courtesy of 

that nice set of five-spoke alloy wheels, LED head, tail and daytime running 

lights, front fog lamps, black body protection, roof rails, and chrome highlights. 

 

Yes, it sits slightly lower to the ground, but it was an easy slide into the well 

bolstered and comfortable, electrically-adjustable driver’s seat, but this latest 

RAV4 really does look the goods.  

 

And the same goes for the inside where, again, one could question the grade you 

were stepping into.  

 

The RAV4’s roomy and functional cabin was very Teutonic, and it came well 

fitted out. 

 



To woo more buyers, Toyota has loaded even more goodies into the vehicle. 

 

My Cruiser hybrid came with keyless entry and push-button start, sat-nav and a 

reversing camera integrated into an 8-inch central touchscreen, front and rear 

parking sensors, DAB+ digital radio, quality JBL audio system, Bluetooth 

connectivity, a tilt and telescopic steering wheel, adaptive cruise control with 

traffic sign recognition, a digital speedo, wireless charging for a mobile phone, 

an around-view camera, and an electric sunroof. 

 

Alas, still no Apple CarPlay or Android Auto. 

 

There were two 12-volt outlets, an AUX and three USB ports, an overhead 

sunglasses holder, cup and bottle holders, oddments bins, a deep glovebox, and 

a lidded bin between the front seats.  

 

The climate control air-con, complete with rear passenger vents, was a digital 

dual-zone type, and it worked brilliantly. 

 

Leg and headroom up front were very good, as was leg and shoulder room in 

the rear where there were outboard ISOFIX mounts, two USB ports, and a fold-

down centre armrest with cupholders. 

 

Toyota has extended the RAV4’s rear cargo space by 65mm, increasing luggage 

capacity to a class-leading 580 litres compared with the previous model. 

 

Lay the 60:40 split rear seat backs down and that almost doubles. 

 

My Cruiser variant came with a cargo blind, tie-down hooks, a 12-volt rear 

outlet, boot light, a clever two-level reversible floor for added functionality, side 

bins, and an electric tailgate. 

 



But under the boot floor lived a temporary spare wheel which is not conducive 

to rural driving. 

 

 

Safety tech included the Toyota Safety Sense suite of features, including pre-

collision safety system with autonomous emergency braking, lane departure 

alert, auto high beam, seven airbags, blind spot monitor, rear-cross traffic alert, 

and ABS with vehicle stability control and active cornering assist. 

 

 

With more of Lake Hume's shoreline to conqueror it was back on board and aim 

the Cruiser’s nose at what holds back this massive volume of water - Hume 

Dam.  

 

To get to the dam wall - meaning crossing into New South Wales - I had to find 

a crossing place, of which there are two, the Wymah Ferry which was well 

upstream of where I was, or the heritage-listed Bethanga Bridge, a 752 metre 

steel truss bridge opened in 1930. 

 

This nine span bridge, which connects the Riverina Highway to Victoria's 

Murray River Road, is a landmark for those flying into or out of Albury Airport.  

 

Once across the bridge it was onto Hume Weir Village and the Hume Dam 

itself.  

 

Built between 1919 and 1936, the dam, with its 29 spillways, is the largest on 

the Murray River and stands 51 metres, with a length of 1615 metres. 

 

It is one of the region's largest tourist attractions and while you can no longer 

drive across it, you can walk the dam wall to get a better look of the lake, the 

Murray River downstream, and of the power station. 

 



Leaving the dam, I headed back to Victoria, crossing Heywood Bridge 

downstream of the dam wall and stopped by the forlorn site of what was once 

the Hume Weir Motor Racing Circuit that closed in 1977.  

 

The 1.6-kilometre circuit was built in a disused quarry used by the dam builders 

and was opened in 1959.  

 

Formula One drivers Sir Jack Brabham and Roy Salvadori competed there, as 

did the big names of Australian motor sport, such as Norm Beechey, Bob Jane, 

Spencer Martin, Peter Brock, Peter Manton, Jim McKeown, Alan Hamilton, the 

Geoghegan brothers - Pete and Ian - Bob Morris, Alan Moffat, Stan Jones, Peter 

Larner, Adam Macrow, and a host of others. 

 

The lap record of 42.7 seconds was set by Alfie Costanzo driving a Birrana 

during the third round of the 1975 Australian Formula 2 Championship. 

 

Ah, memories of times reporting on races there over the years.  

 

Not far from the circuit is the Bonegilla Migrant Experience.  

 

Bonegilla Migrant Reception and Training Centre was set up after World War II 

when tens of thousands of people seeking a new start - and peace - set sail for 

Australia.  

 

The camp comprised 24 blocks. 

 

It had its own churches, banks, sporting fields, cinema, hospital, police station 

and railway platform.  

 

New arrivals lived there while they were processed and allocated jobs.  

 



Bonegilla became the largest and longest operating reception centre in the post-

war era.  

 

More than 300,000 migrants passed through its doors between 1947 and 1971. 

 

One in 20 Australians have links to Bonegilla through parents, brothers, sisters, 

uncles, aunts or grandparents.  

 

Today, Block 19 is all that remains of the original site.   

 

The Bonegilla Migrant Experience brings to life the stories and experiences of 

these people, and their family's contribution to the formation of Australia's 

multicultural society. 

 

History abounds around or near the lake and for those that want to drive its 

entirety you need a full day to do it in.  

 

The new RAV4 hybrid Cruiser AWD was a fantastic travel companion for the 

week. 

 

The new stance, the larger wheels, the European contours and the newly-styled 

headlights and taillights were external features that were fully complemented by 

the new interior design.  

 

The greater power ahead of the driver was balanced by an added sense of 

comfort and safety, making driving this medium family SUV more fun than 

ever. 

 

After returning the Cruiser, I also drove a front-wheel-drive variant of the 

Cruiser Hybrid, the only notable differences, drive wheels aside, was that it did 



not have a digital speedo, was fitted with a couple of options such as a front 

nudge bar, side steps and a tow bar, and it returned 5.6 litres per 100 kilometres. 

 

The front-wheel-drive Cruiser Hybrid is 55kg lighter than its all-wheel-drive 

counterpart. 

 

It was priced from $41,640, plus on-road costs. 

 

Toyota has the hybrid game sewn up and this latest RAV4 is worth a look if you 

are shopping for a medium SUV that has the potential to save you on every day 

running costs. 

 

Price: Toyota RAV4 Cruiser hybrid AWD CVT, $44,640 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 2.5-litre hybrid  

Power: 163kW combined 

Torque: 221Nm at 3600rpm 

Transmission: CVT. All-wheel-drive  

Fuel use: 6.2L/100km 91RON  

Fuel tank capacity: 55 litres  

Towing capacity: 1500kg braked 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Kia dealerships 

 

Albury-Wodonga – Jacob Toyota, 175 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6055 9999 and 404 Griffith Road, Lavington Phone: (02) 6057 1000 



Benalla – Benalla Toyota, 28 Sydney Road, Phone: (03) 5762 2022 

Mansfield – Mansfield Toyota, 102-108 High Street, Phone: (03) 5775 1777 

Shepparton – Shepparton Toyota, 8000 Melbourne Road, Phone: (03) 5823 

1301  

Tumut – Tumut Toyota, 147 Wynyard Street, Phone: (02) 6947 1744 

Wagga – Thomas Bros Toyota, 67 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0555   

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Toyota, 29-43 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000 

Yarrawonga – Yarrawonga Toyota, 7 Commercial Road, Phone: (03) 5743 1073 
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