
A place called Lurg 

 

 

APPROACHING Winton Motor Raceway from the west along the Winton-

Glenrowan Road is a signpost pointing south to Lurg. 

 

It is a name that most race fans venturing to the popular North-East Victoria 

race circuit from Melbourne and all points west are familiar with, but few will 

have ventured the 14-kilometres to satisfy their curiosity. 

 

Is Lurg a town? A village? A railway siding, perhaps? 

 

None of the above as, just like thousands of place names in Australia, Lurg is a 

farming community and not much else. 

 

But, in thecountrydriver.com’s quest to drive every road and visit every outpost 

in North-East Victoria and the Southern Riverina, we decided to go take a look 

see at this place with the unusual name to find out a bit about its history and just 

where that name came from. 

 

Along for the ride was a 2020 Honda Civic VTi-LX hatch, the LX indicating 

that this is a Civic hatch with ‘the lot’ in terms of safety equipment, tech, and 

standard fittings and fixtures. 

 

In other words, LX for luxury. 

 

The updated Civic hatch range was launched early this year, 12 months after the 

sedan range broke cover. 

 

Along with similar exterior styling and interior design upgrades to all variants, 

the hatch also introduced Honda Sensing safety and driver-assist technologies 

on the VTi-L and RS grades, while the as-tested VTi-LX now boasts its own 

distinctive alloy wheels similar to those of the previous RS, but in a dark grey 

finish. 



 

High Beam Support is now part of the VTi-LX package. 

 

The 1.5 turbo VTi-LX is one of five hatch variants, the others being the base 1.8 

VTi, 1.8 VTi-S, 1.5 turbo VTi-L, and 1.5 turbo RS. 

 

Pricing starts from $22,790, with the all bells and whistles VTi-LX from 

$34,090, plus on-road costs. 

 

For that money you get an awful lot of Honda Civic, including that wonderful 

1.5-litre VTEC four-cylinder turbo petrol engine that happily consumes 91RON 

petrol rather than the more expensive 95RON most other turbo engines rely on. 

 

The myriad changes to the sedan have made the jump to the hatch, including 

redesigned front and rear bumpers, and interior design updates to seat trims, 

instrument panel, and audio and ventilation controls. 

 

The Advanced Display Audio touchscreen unit in the hatch has been redesigned 

for a more intuitive user experience, with the addition of hard keys for the most 

used functions, along with a dedicated volume control knob. 

 
 

Small, but noticeable. 

 

We got to enjoy all these, as well as all the other goodies that come standard 

with the VTi-LX, including the full Honda Sensing advanced safety suite, 

leather upholstery and trim, LED headlights, a premium audio system, sat-nav, 

a powered sunroof, and a rear roof spoiler. 

 

All the right gear to make a drive in the country that more pleasant and relaxing. 

 

Our drive from the Honda’s lodgings in the Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park 

took us in a north-easterly direction along the Hume Freeway to Seymour where 

we branched off to follow as much of the Old Hume Highway (Old 31) as we 

could to the Rural City of Benalla. 



 

We followed Old 31 to the Lurg turnoff, the Winton-Lurg Road being part of 

the Major Mitchell Trail. 

 

Major, later Sir, Thomas Livingstone Mitchell and his third major survey 

expedition party passed through the region in 1836, crossing into NSW at 

Howlong on the Murray River downstream of Albury-Wodonga. 

 

As Lurg is from the Irish word Lorg, meaning mark, trail, or track, one assumes 

this is what the area’s name derives from. 

 

Lurg is a barony situated in the north of County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland. 

 

Unfortunately, we did not find anyone to talk to during our Lurg adventure, 

residents either being hard-working farmers or those travelling to either Benalla 

or Wangaratta for work. 

 

The area is undulating with farming including crops and livestock, plus there 

are small acreage-lifestyle blocks. 

 

We did discover some landmarks, including what we think was the former Lurg 

Primary School No.2046 which is located behind locked gates at the Don 

McKenzie Reserve. 

 

It opened in 1878 and celebrated its centenary in 1978, but we cannot find a 

closing date. 

 

The nearest primary schools are at Winton and Greta Valley, with secondary 

schools being at Benalla and Wangaratta. 

 

The community hall operated as a post office at one stage, there is an old 

Uniting Church hall and a CFA shed, but apart from farm residences, there is 

not much else. 



 

The Kelly gang would have traipsed through Lurg on many occasion during 

their bushranging days, as Mrs Kate Kelly lived at nearby Greta.  

 

The Civic hatch seemed to enjoy its drive through the countryside, being in its 

element over both C and D (read dirt!) roads. 

 

Like the VTi-L and the RS, the VTi-LX is also powered by Honda’s sweet 

127kW/220Nm 1.5-litre, four-cylinder turbo engine mated to a CVT driving the 

front wheels. 

 

Like the RS, the VTI-LX also rolls on 17-inch alloy wheels. 

 

The 1.5-litre turbo petrol engine is true to Honda form of delivering its peak 

power high in the rev range (5500rpm), with the full band of torque available 

from a low 1700rpm to 5500rpm. 

 

It is hamstrung to some degree by its CVT transmission which, left to its own 

devices in the fun bits, does not convey the same excitement as that of the 

engine.  

 

There are paddle shifters which, when the gear lever is pulled back to S, allows 

you to move through simulated ratios if you want more to do than steer and 

brake.  

 

But S mode adds flaring - and noise. 

 

The VTi-LX’s nicely weighted, communicative steering, neutral handling, and 

strong braking were added highlights of our drive along the narrow, sealed 

roads of the Lurg region. 

 

The ride was relatively taut, but it never got harsh over small bumps, and on big 

bumps the suspension did an excellent job of absorbing the jolts well before 

they could find their way into the cabin. 



 

A minor complaint was that the bigger wheels did crash into potholes and the 

tyres were noisy over any given surface.  

 

Once back to our home base, the VTi-LX excelled in the way it drove around 

the city and suburban streets, laneways, and back alleys of Albury and 

Wodonga.  

 

Like any small sedan/hatch the Civic sits low to the road. 

 

The hatch is 4515mm in length, 1799mm wide, and stands 1421mm, with most 

of its 2700mm wheelbase given over to front and rear leg room.  

 

The sloping roofline challenges tall rear seat passengers and one must be careful 

where speed humps and sharp inverts are concerned as there is only 142mm of 

ground clearance – unladen! 

 

All round vision is good, aided by large exterior rear-view mirrors, a crystal-

clear rear view camera, and that smart left-hand side LaneWatch camera, a form 

of blind spot monitor, but for the left side of the vehicle only.  

 

Wheeling in and out of shopping centre carparks was a breeze thanks to the 

car’s short overhangs, front and rear parking sensors, and tight 11.04-metre 

turning circle.  

 

The driver’s lot comprises electric seat adjustment, a fully adjustable steering 

column, a comprehensive LCD driver information display, a digital speedo, a 

nice set of legible instruments, switchgear and controls that are within easy 

sight and reach, and an electric parking brake with brake hold function.  

 

The VTi-LX comes with all the usual tech and connectivity, good cabin storage, 

ISOFIX mounts for the outboard rear seating positions, and a centre folding 

armrest with two cupholders.  

 



There is also a large two-tier ‘technology’ shelf with openings for passing 

cables from the USB and 12V sockets on the lower deck to devices resting 

above. 

 

There are no rear air vents. 

 

The rear hatch lifts high to reveal 340 litres of cargo space which almost 

doubles when the 60:40 rear seat back is lowered.  

 

The boot has four tie-down hooks, a cargo light, a luggage hook, and a cargo 

cover that is not what you expect.  

 

Instead of a rigid cover held up by cords when you raise the hatch, and which is 

a pain to store when you fold the seats or need to carry something bulky, there 

is a roller blind that rolls side to side.  

 

Rolled up into the size of an umbrella, it allows more flexibility of the cargo 

hold which is a blessing now that Honda’s magic seats have disappeared - if you 

will pardon the pun. 

 

Unfortunately, the spare wheel is of the space-saver type, which is not 

conducive to rural motoring.  

 

We loved the standard LED headlights which had an auto dipping function plus 

they had a great depth and spread when on high beam. 

 

Exclusive to VTi-LX trim is adaptive cruise control with low-speed follow for 

traffic jams, satellite navigation with SUNA live traffic updates, and a self-

dimming, interior mirror. 

 

Every Civic comes with dual front, side and full-length curtain airbags, tyre 

pressure monitoring, electric park brake with auto-hold and hill-start assist, an 

anti-theft alarm, electronic stability control and anti-lock brakes, with electronic 

brake-force distribution and hazard light activation under hard braking. 



 

After a week touring around the North East of Victoria, including a few trips to 

places we had not visited for a while, we returned an excellent 6L/100km as 

against Honda’s claimed combined 6.4L/100km.  

 

Our VTi-LX travelled freeway and highway, B road and C road quietly and 

comfortably, even over those gravel stretches we encountered ‘out the back of 

Lurg’. 

 

One such road, known as Kelly Gap Road, passes the ruins of the Kelly 

homestead where all that remains is a collapsed chimney stack and a collapsed 

barn. 

 

It is on private property, but you can get a good look of the ruins from the road. 

 

For those wanting to tour the same region, Lurg lies on the western edge of the 

King Valley wine region and is close to Winton Motor Raceway, the Brookfield 

Maze at Myrhee, and the siege town of Glenrowan where the Kelly Gang met 

their demise in 1880. 

 

Their story is preserved in the town’s attractions, including a giant statue of Ned 

Kelly, museums and historic walks which pinpoint who was where during the 

siege.  

 

The rural cities of Benalla and Wangaratta provide first class accommodation 

and fine eateries for those staying over. 

 

Wangaratta is the western gateway to the Victorian snow resorts of Mount 

Hotham and Falls Creek, and Mount Buffalo National Park, while Benalla is the 

northern gateway to Mount Buller. 

  

The subtle new exterior design and new safety features of the Honda Civic 

hatch are just enough to keep it fresh, even if they do come at a cost. 

 



The VTi-LX is the ‘one with the lot’ and while the interior flexibility is not 

quite as clever as before, you do get a lot of space, and all that standard kit, for 

your money. 

 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Honda Australia 

 

Price: Honda Civic VTi-LX hatch, $34,090 plus on-road costs 

 

Engine: 1.5-litre i-VTEC, four-cylinder, turbo petrol 

 

Power: 127kW at 5500rpm 

 

Torque: 220Nm at 1700-5500rpm  

 

Transmission: CVT. Front-wheel-drive 

 

Fuel consumption: 6.4L/100km 91RON 

 

Fuel tank capacity: 47 litres 

 

Towing capacity: 800kg braked 

 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres 

 

 

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA HONDA 

DEALERSHIPS 

 

 



Albury-Wodonga – Baker Honda, 490 Young Street, Albury, Phone: (02) 6041 

8400 

 

Shepparton – Darryl Twitt Honda, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5833 

 

Wagga – Wagga Motors, 23 Pearson Street, Phone: (02) 6933 0100  

  

 


