
AUSTRALIA has three places named Winton. 

One is a town in Central West Queensland famous for its dinosaur fossils and 

where Andrew Barton ‘Banjo’ Paterson penned our unofficial national anthem, 

‘Waltzing Matilda’. 

Another is a farming community near Tamworth in North-Eastern New South 

Wales, while the third is a village in North-East Victoria famous for almost 

nothing but a 3-kilometre length of curving, twisting hot mix. 

That hot mix is the national (long) circuit of Winton Motor Raceway (there is 

also a 2.03-kilometre club, or original, circuit) which is located 13-kilometres 

east of the rural city of Benalla. 

Dubbed Australia’s Action Track, the raceway hosts a round of the annual 

Supercars Championship, Historic Winton, and a host of other national and state 

championship series for racing cars, motorcycles and Super trucks. 

Club days sees all types of vehicles take to the circuit, such as the V6 turbo-

powered Kia Stinger GT which would really be in its element. 

My visit to Winton village (the raceway was closed) was not in a 

272kW/510Nm V6 variant, but in a Snow White Pearl ($695 option) Stinger 

GT-Line which, for all intents and purposes, looks like the full-blown GT, but 

with 182kW/353Nm 2-litre turbocharged four-cylinder power driving the rear 

wheels via a torque-converter eight-speed automatic transmission. 

If I was spotted loitering around the raceway perimeter at least I looked the part! 

The circuit, which hosted its first race meeting in November 1961, is in use 

most days and weekends, but when the Supercars and the historic race cars and 

motorcycles come to visit, crowd numbers grow from hundreds or a few 

thousand, to tens of thousands, which is good news for the local economy. 

The Supercars are one of regional Victoria’s biggest tourist attractions. 

Winton is a two-and-a-half hour drive north-east along the Hume Freeway from 

Melbourne and a one hour drive south-west along the same freeway from 

Albury-Wodonga. 

The circuit is approximately one kilometre as the crow flies from the freeway 

and can be accessed via the Benalla-Winton Road (old Hume Highway), or the 

Glenrowan-Winton Road. 

After collecting my Stinger GT-Line from its Keilor Park digs in Melbourne’s 

north west, I followed the freeway to just north of Beveridge – birthplace of 

bushranger Ned Kelly – then veered onto the Northern Highway towards the 

satellite township of Wallan. 



This set me on a course to follow as much of the old Hume Highway (Highway 

31) as possible to my home base of Albury-Wodonga.  

This would give me the opportunity to drive the Stinger across differing road 

surfaces and terrain, and through more towns and villages other than the mainly 

flat and boring freeway. 

Once back to Albury-Wodonga, I would then drive the same route I did in a V6 

variant almost two years ago. 

The Stinger, of which there are five variants following a recent pairing of the 

range, competes in the dwindling Large Passenger segment which, once the 

Holden Commodore disappears from showroom floors this year, will comprise 

the Stinger, Peugeot 508, and Skoda Superb. 

Last year Kia found homes for 1773 Stingers, as against 5915 Commodores and 

849 Skoda Superbs. 

The range comprises two four-cylinder turbo petrol (200S and GT-Line), and 

three V6 turbo petrol (330S, GT and GT Carbon Edition) variants. 

The GT-Line (almost) mirrors the 3.3-litre V6 GT in standard equipment, 

meaning it gets 19-inch alloy wheels, Dynamic Stability Damping Control, front 

parking sensors, a 360-deg camera, electrochromatic exterior rear view mirrors, 

Blind Spot Detection, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Dynamic Bending Lights, High 

Beam Assist, LED headlights, a powered sunroof, and heated front seats and 

steering wheel. 

It also gets an 8-inch touchscreen with Bluetooth, Android Auto and Apple 

CarPlay compatibility, a 15-speaker AM/FM/DAB Harman Kardon audio 

system, and sat-nav with 10 years of traffic info and free map updates. 

Mechanically, the four cylinder GT-Line does not get variable ratio power 

steering, no limited slip differential, and no Brembo braking package. 

So I had a lot to keep me occupied and entertained on my drive from Melbourne 

which, instead of following the freeway, ‘Old 31’ took me through the 

interesting – and historic - towns and villages of Wallan, Kilmore, Broadford, 

Tallarook, Seymour, Avenel, Locksley, Longwood, Euroa and Baddaginnie, 

before entering the Rural City of Benalla.  

And it was the Benalla Auto Club which started planning for a permanent race 

track in 1958 to replace its existing oil-sealed track located near the Midland 

Highway village of Barjarg 45-kilometres to the south of Benalla. 

It was decided that the new circuit would be built at Winton Recreation Reserve 

and the first meeting was held on November 26, 1961. 

The circuit length was extended in 1997. 



Luminaries to compete at Winton include Peter Brock, Norm Beechey, Bob 

Jane, Allan Moffat, Dick Johnson, Jim Richards, Alan Hamilton, Mark Skaife, 

Glenn Seton and Formula One world champions Sir Jack Brabham, James Hunt 

and Alan Jones. 

The race lap record on the national circuit is held by John Magro (Dallara 

F308/11) at 1:14.3058. 

Yes, a Stinger V6 GT would not be out of place competing at the circuit, but the 

GT-Line is more subdued and conducive to families wanting a large car that is 

more economical to own. 

And a great large car it is, being roomy and comfortable, well equipped and 

better suited for the more mundane daily drive. 

The Stinger GT-Line is also a great touring sedan, one capable of gobbling up 

long stretches of hot mix in rapid time with the same demeanour as its V6 

sibling. 

It may lack the punch of the more powerful GT (272kW/510Nm as against 

182kW/353Nm), but at cruising speed there is little difference as to the way the 

two cars drive. 

The GT-Line took the not-so-smooth ‘Old 31’ in its stride, riding the bumps and 

corrugations nicely enough thanks to the local calibration of the adaptive 

suspension.  

Ride could be adjusted via a drive-mode controller on the centre console, but 

our mode of choice was Comfort which allowed for a more, well, comfortable 

ride. 

Sport was left for the more fun bits I was to experience later. 

Although Winton was proclaimed a town in 1861, it never grew to the extent of 

close-by Glenrowan, the site of the last stand by bushranger Ned Kelly and his 

gang. 

The Winton of today is surrounded by farmland, has a few houses, a derelict 

roadhouse, and a state school, whose lucky pupils do get to see the almost daily 

comings and goings and sounds of the raceway located directly opposite. 

But that’s it.  

Winton done, a drive through Glenrowan and the rural city of Wangaratta, I 

headed for home base – Albury-Wodonga, with a trip planned for a drive along 

the picturesque Kiewa Valley a few days later. 



All Stingers come with dual-zone climate control, rear passenger air vents, LED 

interior lighting, proximity key with push-button start/stop, auto headlights and 

wipers, a power-adjustable sports seat for the driver, power-folding mirrors, 

rear-view camera with dynamic lines, and rear park sensors. 

The GT-Line adds leather trim, a powered front passenger seat, additional 

driver seat adjustment with memory settings, front seat heating and cooling, 

wireless phone charging, suede-look headlining and alloy sports pedals. 

After two months of driving nothing but SUVs and utes it was nice to once 

again settle back into the familiar, comfortable surroundings of a four-door 

sedan - and to be closer to the ground!  

 

The Stinger GT-Line was just the car to break the drought. 

 

And the perfect place to take it for a 'leisurely' drive was along the picturesque 

Upper Kiewa Valley and the former State Electricity Commission township of 

Mount Beauty which lies in the shadow of Mount Bogong, Victoria's highest 

peak at 1986 metres. 

 

Devastating bushfires prevented us from going onwards and upwards into the 

Alpine National Park to the tiny village of Bogong itself, 15-kilometres away 

along the Bogong High Plains Road. 

 

A further 17-kilometres along the road is the popular Victorian alpine resort of 

Falls Creek.  

 

The meandering Kiewa Valley Highway and the steep and winding Bogong 

High Plains Road (alas, the latter part of the road was closed) are perfect for 

cars of the calibre of a Stinger which Kia refers to as a sports sedan.  

 

We prefer the old-fashioned lift back moniker as the boot lid is more horizontal 

than vertical - and it is longer. 

 

Kia is pitching the Stinger at those large car buyers now looking for an 

alternative to Commodore and Falcon.  

 

It even has premium European brands in its sights. 

 

My Stinger GT-Line looked and felt expensive, and it performed brilliantly for 

a four cylinder. 

 

But it did have its faults. 



 

 

Its boot was shallow, headroom front and rear was restrictive due to the 

panoramic sunroof, and rear seat toe room was tight. 

 

I was going to note the unusual and firm feel of the driver’s seat but, like those 

of a Mercedes-Benz, the further I drove the car the more comfortable and 

supportive it became.  

 

So, not too much to get upset about, given that the Stinger is, after all, a sports 

sedan - err, lift back! 

 

Even though the Stinger has been on Australian showroom floors for over two 

years, it is still a novelty and my tester attracted a lot of attention from other 

road users on my trip from Melbourne. 

 

My decision to take the GT-Line to Mount Beauty was three-fold.  

 

Firstly, it was the same route I had driven in a V6 330Si. 

 

Secondly, the Kiewa Valley Highway is a ripper, with magnificent scenery to 

boot.  

 

Thirdly, Mount Beauty is hidden away in the foothills of Victoria's High 

Country, meaning cooler climes to those of the drawn-out 38 to 40-degree days 

we were experiencing in the border cities of Albury-Wodonga. 

 

Like the Murray Valley, the King Valley and the Ovens Valley, the Kiewa 

Valley also has a river running its entire length.  

 

The Kiewa River rises high up on the slopes of Mount Bogong and surrounding 

High Country before spilling into the Murray River at Wodonga. 

 

Within the valley are the townships of Tawonga South, Tawonga, Dederang, 

Tangambalanga, and the satellite town of Baranduda.  

 

Villages include Kiewa and Kergunyah, plus there are the farming communities 

of Gundowring, Mongans Bridge and Coral Bank. 

 

The Kiewa Valley Highway is located adjacent to much of the course of the 

river, along whose banks are many dairy farms which are the lifeblood of the 

valley.  

 



The picturesque valley is popular with tourists year round, whether they be 

headed for the snowfields in winter or to Mount Beauty, a popular town noted 

for its cafes and bakery. 

 

From Mount Beauty you can head up to the now-abandoned Kiewa 

Hydroelectric Scheme village of Bogong which sits on the banks of Lake Guy 

which traps waters flowing from the Bogong High Plains. 

 

The Junction Dam which holds back the lake's waters, is unusual as you can 

walk through the wall's entire length. 

 

The McKay Creek and West Kiewa power stations are the major generating 

elements of the scheme which provides peak load to Victoria’s electricity grid.  

 

Tawonga Huts, a series of huts and ruins, are located on the lower reaches of the 

West Kiewa River and are accessible by experienced hikers.  

 

From Tawonga South you can drive up the Tawonga Gap to a lookout which 

gives uninterrupted – and magnificent - views of the Kiewa Valley and Mount 

Bogong. 

 

The road also leads to the tourist town of Bright, 30-kilometres away on the 

Great Alpine Road.  

 

Once back to Kiewa, you can then cut across to the Murray Valley Highway to 

the next valley, the Mitta Valley. 

 

The Kiewa Valley Highway (State route C531) covers 84 kilometres from the 

Rural City of Wodonga in the north, to Mount Beauty due south. 

 

In the 1950s the road was sealed and realigned to permit the transport of 

materials for the construction of the Kiewa Hydro Electric Scheme.  

 

The drive along the valley is magnificent at any time of the year, more so in 

winter as the further up the valley you drive the more spectacular the scenery 

courtesy of the snow-covered Victorian Alps which is home to not only Falls 

Creek, but the ski fields of Mount Hotham and Dinner Plain.  

 

Sadly, the current bushfires have destroyed a lot of the Alpine National Park 

which rises above Mount Beauty township. 

 

The valley is dairy country and of late several boutique wineries have been 

established along its length.  



 

The small towns along the way owe their existence to dairying but many 

families are now starting to settle in them due to their proximity to Albury-

Wodonga and the excellent condition of the two lane highway.  

 

After leaving Wodonga the highway passes through Bandiana and Baranduda 

before skirting the twin townships of Kiewa-Tangambalanga. 

 

Tawonga and the adjoining Tawonga South are vibrant townships which boast 

many holiday houses and lets.  

 

And it is from the Tawonga South lookout where you get the best views of 

Mount Bogong.  

 

Mount Beauty has reinvented itself as a tourist town and as a launching point 

for those visiting the snowfields, evident in its ski hire shops and tour operators 

doing daily trips to Falls Creek. 

 

The town is also a popular destination for bushwalking, gliding, mountain bike 

riding, camping, horse riding and fishing, has excellent services, fine eateries 

and a variety of accommodation.  

 

The highway has a 100km/h speed limit and it has a strong police presence, so a 

careful eye on the digital speedo kept me from seeing any flashing blue and red 

lights through the Stinger’s pillbox-like rear glass. 

 

I couldn't help but be impressed with the Stinger's refined driveline which was 

happy tootling through the countryside and was unperturbed about any hills that 

stood in its way.  

 

On the freeway it was smooth and quiet, and its vocals remained almost as calm 

once into the steep climbing stuff. 

 

The eight-speed auto worked in unison with the 2-litre ‘blown’ four and was 

rarely caught napping. 

 

I left the drive mode in Comfort for the valley run but switched to Sport for the 

hilly bits where I also used the paddle shifters for better control - and fun!  

 

Shown the twisty, hilly valley highway with its indifferent road surfaces, the 

Stinger lifted its skirts and took to the dips, crests, hairpins, long straights and 

bridge crossings with authority. 

 



No qualms about steering weight, feel and feedback, grip levels, balance, 

braking and levels of comfort. 

 

And fuel economy? An exceptional 6.7 litres per 100 kilometres after a week's 

motoring. 

 

The Stinger is 4830mm long and 1870mm wide and stands 1400mm high, while 

its 11.2-metre turning circle was large-car average, so it was no harder to park 

than a Commodore.  

 

Its cockpit-style cabin was very impressive, with plenty of soft touch materials 

and an inspiring dashboard design, while the touchscreen's ease of operation 

was first-class.  

 

In-cabin storage comprised a roomy glovebox, overhead sunglasses holder, 

bottle holders in each door, cupholders front and rear, a lidded bin between the 

front seats, and several oddment bins and small trays. 

 

Driver and front seat passenger had access to a 12-volt power outlet, a USB port 

and an AUX jack, while rear seat passengers got individual air vents, a 12-volt 

outlet and a USB port. 

 

There were rear outboard ISOFIX mounts and a fold-down centre armrest with 

a pair of cupholders. 

 

Around back, the shallow, but long and wide boot, will swallow a generous 406 

litres of gear. 

 

Lay the rear seat backs down and that expands to 1114 litres. 

 

The cargo hold offered four tie-down hooks, plus a cargo cover, while under the 

floor resided - much to our annoyance - a temporary spare. 

 

Being a Kia, the Stinger comes with a market-leading seven year/unlimited 

kilometre warranty, seven year capped price servicing (total spend $3528 over 

seven years), and seven year roadside assist. 

 

The Stinger GT-Line had its faults, but they were far outweighed by its many 

fine attributes.  

 

Kia must be applauded for such a fine - and forceful - first-up effort of stepping 

into the void vacated by the Falcon and now the Commodore.  



The Stinger is a credible first effort for a sport saloon. 

It comes with an abundant equipment list, feels, looks and is tremendous value, 

and offers so much more than its European counterparts. 

There is no doubt the flagship four-cylinder GT-Line will live in the shadow of 

the more muscular V6 GT, but it is the more sensible offering, especially for 

families looking for performance and economy and, best of all, hopefully 

something no one else in the street owns! 

 

Price: Kia Stinger 2.0T GT-Line auto $59,490 driveaway 

Engine: 2-litre four-cylinder turbo petrol   

Power: 182kW at 6200rpm   

Torque: 353Nm at 1400-4000rpm   

Transmission: Eight-speed automatic. Rear-wheel-drive   

Fuel use: 6.7L/100km 91RON petrol 

Fuel tank capacity: 60 litres   

Towing capacity: 1500kg braked   

Warranty: 7 years/unlimited kilometres   

   

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA KIA DEALERSHIPS   

   

Albury-Wodonga – McRae Kia, 182 Melbourne Road, Wodonga, Phone: (02) 

6051 5555 

Shepparton – Thompson Kia, 340 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 5822 2666   

Wagga – Riverina Kia, 42-52 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6932 6688   

Wangaratta – Ovens Kia, 62 Parfitt Road, Phone: (03) 5721 4428   


