
Triton GLX+ torques the drought  

  

WE are all familiar with at least four of the lines from Dorothea Mackellar's 

classic poem My Country –  

I love a sunburnt country,  

A land of sweeping plains, 

Of ragged mountain ranges, 

Of droughts and flooding rains.  

Further on in the poem Miss Mackellar mentions fire, thereby covering 

everything Mother Nature can throw at the Australian countryside - at any time 

of the year.  

And at the time of writing, she was at her most destructive, with bushfires 

devastating the Upper Murray region of Victoria, East Gippsland, the South 

Coast of NSW, the Adelaide Hills and Kangaroo Island. 

She can also be creative, especially in our corner of the world where snow and 

the magnificent colours of autumn add a different hue to the countryside. 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina is blessed in having four distinct seasons 

and average to good rainfall, but many Australians only get to look at dirt and 

swirling dust storms, and to see stock and crops die from a lack of water and 

decent feed. 

Most of these are our farmers who eke out an existence in arid country which 

sees rain on few occasions. 

When it does come it comes as a deluge, filling dams and water tanks yes, but 

wiping out crops flattened by flood waters and storms. 

Some children in remote outback areas could be three or four years of age 

before seeing rain for the first time. 

For these families and communities, the harsh reality of drought means making 

wholesale changes to their daily way of life.  

City folk, and those in rural areas not drought affected, see the impact of 

drought on television and social media and empathise, but few lift a finger, or 

ask, ‘how can I help’.  

Or just don't care.  



Thankfully, the latter are in a minority. 

Yes, these farmers choose to live where they do and for most of the time we live 

off what they produce, but there are times when they desperately need help from 

the hands they feed. 

Us. 

And it is organisations like the Burrumbuttock Hay Runners, ably lead by 

farmer Brendan 'Bumper' Farrell OBE, who has organised hay runs since 2014 

to needy farmers 'up north', with his next convoy of trucks to set off from the 

Southern Riverina town of Burrumbuttock on Friday, January 24 - destination, 

Armidale, Northern New South Wales, arriving on the outskirts of the Northern 

Tablelands city on Australia Day, January 26. 

The 200 truck strong convoy will deliver much-needed relief to drought stricken 

and bushfire-devastated farmers in the region.  

"You can throw a dart at the map and you still won't be able to help everyone," 

Farrell said when announcing that the 2020 Burrumbuttock Hay Runner convoy 

would be heading to Armidale. 

‘Bumper’ and his band of merry BHR truck drivers is not the only organisation 

helping to bring some cheer and relief to those in need. 

Thankfully there are dozens, just that this organisation is in our backyard. 

In the words of The Little River Band, ‘hang on, help is on its way’. 

Australia may well be a land of drought and flooding rain but this current 

drought is dragging on longer than expected. 

Drought has gripped large swathes of south-eastern Australia for the past four 

years but, in true Aussie spirit, there are plenty of people willing to help those 

farmers and regional communities that are hurting. 

And hurting badly, as this year the east coast of Australia has also been 

inundated by devastating bushfires. 

Most of the BHR trucks will be loaded to the gunwales with hay donated by 

farmers from across the region, while others will be carrying much-needed 

commodities such as food, clothes, toys and dog food for outlying properties, 

remote schools and communities along the way. 

The Country Driver headed to Burrumbuttock, a small rural town located 31-

kilometres north of Albury, in a 2020 Mitsubishi Triton GLX+ double cab auto 



finished in red paintwork, to see what help we could give, apart from running 

errands between the two centres. 

"The media has to keep getting the message out there," was the best help we 

were told we could give, given that the tub of a Triton could only handle a 

limited number of hay bales.  

‘Non-perishables for you guys.’ 

But, if we were able to load the tub and hitch a trailer, the Triton would have no 

trouble with the load, as its 2.4-litre four cylinder intercooled turbo-diesel 

engine had 133kW of power and a handy 430Nm of torque at its disposal, it had 

a maximum payload of 945kg, and had a braked towing capacity of 3100kg. 

For the 2020 model year, Mitsubishi has made a number of running changes to 

its 22-strong Triton range, with our $40,990 (plus on-roads) 4x4 GLX+ 

receiving a rear diff lock, a rear air circulator for the cabin, and Easy-Select 

4WD allowing easy switching between 2WD and 4WD modes and offers 2H, 

4H and 4L transfer case settings. 

Minor changes have been made to some other variants. 

Our tester came with a few handy options: a tow bar, a front light bar, a bull bar 

and a soft tonneau cover. 

Plus - and something we weren’t expecting – a donation of three boxes of non-

perishable items, including Christmas presents, from Mitsubishi Australia’s PR 

department for us to pass on to Farrell and his team. 

Accepting the donations was Burrumbuttock farmer and ‘Bumper’s’ cousin, 

Brad Schulz, from whose ‘Hillside’ property the road train will assemble, load 

and then depart for Armidale. 

The Country Driver added 200 bottles of water for the truck drivers and with all 

the other donations from the region that had flooded in, it was with a happy 

heart that we drove away from Burrumbuttock knowing that the Aussie 

willingness to give in time of need is alive and well. 

Burrumbuttock, the town with the unusual name, may be just a dot on a map, 

but to those farmers in need they know it as the home of BHR, the 

Burrumbuttock Hay Runners, who have been delivering hay to drought affected 

farmers all across Queensland and New South Wales since 2014, the year 

'Bumper' jumped in his truck and delivered a load of hay to a needy farmer in 

Bourke in northern NSW.  



“BHR is about mates helping mates in a time of need. 

“Farmers impacted by drought often struggle to ask for help and many, due to 

the financial strain of trying to keep the farm afloat, also battle mental health 

issues,” Farrell said. 

Farrell and the BHR team know full well that the hay they deliver will only 

provide temporary relief, but it’s about showing fellow Australians that 

someone cares about them. 

The Triton’s roomy tub means a farmer can comfortably load 8-12 square hay 

bales, providing the rear tailgate is lowered. 

Add that to what can be loaded legally onto a tandem trailer and said farmer can 

head off and feed a fair number of livestock.  

But double cab pick-ups are no longer the domain of primary producers, 

contractors, tradies and government and non-government instrumentalities. 

Registration figures for the past two years show that for most of that time ‘utes’ 

filled the top three spots, with the Triton the third most popular. 

More and more families are starting to warm to the pick-up as their everyday 

drive rather than SUVs owing to, well, the utility of the concept.  

Although the pick-up buyer is predominantly male, the number of women 

buying, or having a greater say, in one being the new family carry-all, is on the 

up.  

And the women-folk have good reason for shifting their thinking, given that 

pickups now have more cab space, better backseats, room to install child seats, 

and tons more room out back than any SUV.  

And for the weekend lifestyle family, the pick-up retains its core truck-like 

capabilities such as towing a trailer, caravan or boat, plus it can go off-road to 

get to that favourite camping or fishing spot.  

Women also like the 4x4 pick-up as it, like the larger SUVs, gives them a good 

view of their surroundings thanks to its high stance.  

The GLX+ dual cab sits three-from-the-top in the Triton 4x4 pecking order, the 

kingpin being the GLS Premium, which is priced at $52,490, plus on-roads.    

This latest facelift of the fifth-generation Triton boasts tougher looks, better off-

road ability, better engine performance and smoother-shifting transmissions, 

and quality cabin materials.  



Admittedly, some don’t like its Darth Vader looks, but I think it is now the 

pick-up style leader thanks to its more purposeful styling, punctuated by the 

latest version of Mitsubishi’s Dynamic Shield front fascia.  

The bold splashes of chrome and auxiliary lamps recessed deep into the 

bodywork below slim-line headlights, make more than a statement.  

But the latest Triton is more than just some masculine-looking body panels.  

A lot more.  

Its ground clearance has been increased 15mm to 220mm, its approach, 

departure and ramp over angles have been sharpened, and my GLX+ came with 

a suite of advanced driver-assist systems that included forward collision 

mitigation with pedestrian detection, active stability control, lane departure 

warning, brake override system, emergency brake assist, active traction control, 

trailer stability assist, and adjustable speed limiter.  

Its airbags numbered seven, which included a driver knee airbag.  

I also got a rear-view camera and rear parking sensors, cruise control, auto 

headlights and windscreen wipers, and an electrochromatic rear view mirror.  

After collecting my GLX+ from its Keilor Park digs in Melbourne, I pointed its 

nose north-east, passing through the northern fringe suburbs of Tullamarine, 

Gladstone Park, Greenvale and Mickleham, then the mainly unsealed Old 

Sydney Road to the Melbourne satellite town of Wallan.   

This slippery gravel road introduced me to the local tweaks made to the Triton’s 

leaf-sprung rear suspension, namely revisions to spring rates and damper 

settings.   

Without a load compressing those rear springs the rear end felt jittery and 

unsettled but this settled once they were compressed with a heavy load.  

The run from Wallan to Albury-Wodonga along the Hume Freeway was quite 

uneventful, the rear end settled on the smooth stuff and the re-worked cabin a 

nice, quiet place to reside for the next two-and-a-half hours.   

Whiling away those hours was time spent picking out all the niceties the 

Triton’s greenhouse cabin had to offer, including the reprofiled dashboard and 

centre console, instrument panel and central infotainment system.   

There were more soft-touch materials and extra padding and the trim had a 

more upmarket look about it, but unfortunately Mitsubishi did not give Triton a 

digital speedo.  



The 7-inch infotainment system did support Android Auto and Apple CarPlay 

for connection to a smartphone to access Google Maps, among other things.  

The standard driver aids and large exterior rear-view mirrors helped keep an eye 

on everything going on around the vehicle.   

Comfort and tech features included front HDMI, 12-volt and two USB outlets, 

an overhead sunglasses holder, auto climate control, a fully-adjustable steering 

wheel with remotes, a manual handbrake, grab handles front and rear, a deep, 

lidded central bin, a driver information monitor, the 7-inch Smartphone Link 

Display Audio infotainment system with Bluetooth Connect and DAB radio, 

and front fog lamps.  

There was no push-button start.  

Triton’s carry-over 133kW/430Nm 2.4-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel happily 

whistled along at 1800rpm while consuming 6.8 litres of fuel for every 100 

kilometres travelled.   

No longer is the pick-up a gas guzzler.  

After a week of mainly out-of-town driving, with some inner-city running, and 

aided by two long runs along the freeway, my overall consumption was a 

remarkable 9.1L/100km.  

Helping here was a new-to-Triton, smooth-shifting six-speed automatic 

transmission which replaces the previous five-speed unit.   

The duo worked well together, and the auto box did a good job of keeping the 

engine on the boil, especially in the hilly sections between Wallan and Kilmore.  

Ride and comfort levels on the freeway were good, but not outstanding.   

Being a higher-spec variant, the GLX+ will spend most of its time being a 

lifestyle vehicle rather than a day-to-day workhorse, but it did do its best work 

carrying a load.  

What farmers, tradies, families etc won’t have, however, is the previous 

Triton’s payload which is down 57kg to 900kg due to the vehicle’s kerb weight 

increasing by, yes, 57kg.   

And braked towing capacity is 3100kg as against the segment norm of 3500kg.  

But all is not lost as Triton’s tub is big at 1520mm long and 1470mm wide, 

even though a fair bit of it sits aft of the rear axle.  



It rode on a nice-looking set of six-spoke, 16-inch, alloy wheels, had a sturdy 

set of side steps, and for off-road work the GLX+ came with Mitsubishi’s 

excellent shift-on-the-fly Easy Select 4WD system which dialled up 2H, 4H and 

4L modes.  

There was also a rear diff lock. 

The twisty bits on the Albury to Burrumbuttock run (read Urana Road) 

highlighted a lifeless and slow feel of the steering and the vehicle’s tendency to 

understeer through the real tight bits, not to mention the busy rear suspension 

and the stopping ability of the disc/drum braking set-up.  

On-road dynamics are not the Triton’s forte.   

Off-road definitely.   

Like GLS and GLS Premium variants, the GLX+ will spend much of its 

weekdays cruising the suburbs and doing mundane duties before being pressed 

into weekend lifestyle mode.  

As an everyday driver Triton has a lot to offer, despite its 5305mm length and 

1815mm width.  

Its short overhangs, reasonable 11.8-metre turning circle, rear parking sensors, 

rear view camera, good all-round vision and those big outside rear view mirrors, 

meant for easy parking, even in crowded shopping centre carparks.  

Just be aware that there is a lot of tray to consider when either angle or parallel 

parking in a marked parking bay.  

As for securely stowing kids’ school bags, wet weather gear, sports gear, 

shopping, camping and fishing gear, tools etc, tonneau covers, and lockable 

canopies, are optional. 

A dual-cab does have the wood over an SUV when it comes to cargo space.  

Big time.  

Grab handles front and rear made entry into the Triton’s cab easier than before, 

but I found myself having to get my head in first when sliding into the driver’s 

seat owing to the vehicle’s low roofline.  

Those travelling on the rear pew had access to a small centre tray, door pockets 

with bottle holders, and a centre fold-down armrest with in-built cupholders, but 

no power/USB outlets.  



Those that did reside there said they were comfortable, had enough leg, 

shoulder and head room and got to see plenty of countryside through the big 

glass areas.   

They also benefitted from what is called a roof-mounted air circulator. 

Despite its standing in the Triton pecking order, the GLX+ is still a workhorse 

at heart, its ‘hose-out’ vinyl flooring instead of carpet and no chrome sports bar 

proving the point.  

The GLX+ aimed to please in everything it did, on and off road.  

What it lacked in low-down urgency, on-road dynamics and towing and payload 

capability, it made up for in refinement, build quality, standard kit, honesty and 

styling.   

Climb into a high-end pick-up these days and you will find power-adjustable 

leather seats, soft-closing tailgates, powerful infotainment systems, multi-zone 

climate control and satellite navigation.  

Although the pick-up has become more civilised, they still don’t ride or handle 

as well as a sedan/wagon or an SUV, have a higher step-in and are more 

difficult to park.  

But as far as practicality goes, they are a winner.  

The Mitsubishi Triton exemplifies the versatility, driveability and relative 

civility that the modern dual cab pick-up can deliver.  

There is no shame parking one in the country club car park, in front of the 

town’s main entertainment centre, or delivering much-needed donations to the 

needy.  

FOOTNOTE: Prior to leaving for Armidale, ‘Bumper’ Farrell diverted 54 

trucks of hay destined for Northern NSW to the Upper Murray region of 

Victoria for those farmers whose properties were wiped out in the recent 

bushfires. At the time of writing he was hoping he could replenish supplies 

destined for Armidale. 

  

Price: Mitsubishi Triton GLX+ double-cab 4x4 auto $40,990 plus on road costs   

Engine: 2.4-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel   

Power: 133kW at 3500rpm   

Torque: 430Nm at 2500rpm   



Transmission: Six-speed automatic. Four-wheel-drive   

Fuel use: 9.1L/100km diesel   

Fuel tank capacity: 75 litres   

Towing capacity: 3100kg braked   

Warranty: 7 years/150,000 kilometres   

   

NORTH-EAST VICTORIA/SOUTHERN RIVERINA MITSUBISHI 

DEALERSHIPS   

   

Albury-Wodonga – Baker Mitsubishi, 490-494 Young Street, Albury, Phone: 

(02) 6041 8400   

Lockhart – Smiths Motor Garage Pty Ltd, 58-60 Green Street, Phone: (02) 6920 

5556   

Shepparton – Shepparton Mitsubishi, 76-80 Benalla Road, Phone: (03) 5831 

0555   

Wagga – Thomas Bros Mitsubishi, 65 Dobney Avenue, Phone: (02) 6926 0590   

Wangaratta – Wangaratta Mitsubishi, 53-63 Tone Road, Phone: (03) 5722 2000   

 

 

 


