
RS BADGING has adorned the rump of ‘rally sport/racing sport’ cars since at 

least 1970. 

The Ford Escort RS1600 was one of the first that springs to mind. 

Audi, Porsche, and Renault are current users of the moniker.  

But RS on the boot lid of a Skoda - and a large, seven-seat Skoda SUV at that! 

Snigger you may, but if the badge fits, wear it, which in the case of the Skoda 

Kodiaq RS it does – with pride. 

The RS is one of three Kodiaq variants which compete in the busy SUV Large 

segment against some heavy hitters, but when it comes to performance with a 

capital P, the RS has the edge. 

But it almost did not make it to our shores. 

Skoda Australia execs worked tirelessly to convince the powers that be at the 

company’s Czech headquarters in Mlada Boleslav, that the Kodiaq RS would be 

the perfect fit for Aussie SUV buyers. 

Thankfully, they relented and ticked off on the RS being sent to Oz. 

Some Skoda sedans and wagons wear RS badging to indicate their intent, but 

the RS on the Kodiaq indicates more than intent, as it has the credentials to back 

it up. 

In 2018, German race driver and Nurburgring 24 Hours winner, Sabine 

Schmidt, lapped the world famous Nordschleife in a Kodiaq RS in 9m 

29.84secs, a new seven-seat SUV record. 

The RS-spec SUV not only has what is needed under the skin for those who 

take their daily drive seriously, it also looks the part, even though a tad 

understated. 

Badging aside, marque spotters will be quick to pick the 20-inch 'Xtreme' alloy 

wheels accented by red brake calipers, blacked-out mirrors, black roof rails, 

black grille with the RS badging, and black Skoda lettering on the rear gate. 

A peak inside reveals a premium leather interior with RS logo stitched into the 

front seat headrests, and Skoda’s high definition digital cockpit. 

Skoda’s big crossover is all things for all reasons, for all seasons, and for all 

drivers and families. 

It really does put the ‘sport’ into Sport Utility Vehicle. 



Or does it? 

Price 

The Kodiaq 2.0 176 TDI RS 4x4, to give it its full title, wears a sticker price of 

$65,990, plus on-road costs. 

The 2.0 132 TSI petrol costs $44,890, the 2.0 132 TSI petrol Sportline $48,890, 

plus on roads. 

First impressions 

The Kodiaq RS has just the right amount of bling to stand it aside from its two 

petrol-powered 132 TSI siblings. 

It looks fast even when at a standstill and once its 176kW/500Nm 2-litre bi-

turbo four-cylinder diesel engine is fired into life and you first put pressure on 

the go pedal, you know it means business. 

For a vehicle this big (4699mm wide, 1882mm wide) and heavy (1858kg), it 

can scamper from 0-100km/h in seven seconds.  

So, at first glance, it looked the goods and promised us a week of excitement. 

Engine/transmission choices 

The RS comes with one engine choice; the 176kW/500Nm bi-turbo diesel 

which is mated to a seven-speed DSG gearbox with drive to all four wheels. 

The engine’s healthy outputs are developed at 4000rpm and 1750-2500rpm 

respectively, while the DSG can be driven in manual mode via the gearlever or 

via steering wheel paddles. 

Despite its big numbers, the bi-turbo engine is not quite as potent as you would 

think, but it does give you a kick in the backside around the 2000rpm mark 

when all that torque rushes in. 

And that is what makes this large SUV such an entertaining thing to drive in 

stop-start traffic, especially when there is an opening up ahead. 

It is also handy on steep, windy mountain roads where you can accelerate out of 

corners and sharp bends rather than wheeze out. 

It worked in unison with the responsive seven-speed dual-clutch transmission, 

and I liked the noticeable blips on the downshifts using the paddle shifters when 

locked in Sport mode. 



Body styling 

The Kodiaq RS is a large, stylish, European SUV that sports a black corporate 

grille, a front air dam, full LED headlamps with adaptive front light system and 

fog lamps, stand-out five-spoke alloy wheels shod, in our case, with grippy, 

Continental ContiSportContact 235/45R 20V XL rubber, twin exhausts set in a 

black rear diffuser, LED tail lights, and a thin, full width rear reflector strip. 

Kodiaq’s low roof gives it a stretched appearance yet it is only a smidgeon 

(40mm) longer than a Skoda Octavia estate. 

At 1676mm including roof rails high, a ground clearance of 187mm, short front 

and rear overhangs, and a turning circle of 12.2m, the Kodiaq is easy to 

manoeuvre in narrow streets, laneways and multi-storey carparks, will fit in 

most underground carparks, and has little chance of getting caught on speed 

humps or deep gutter inverts. 

Seven body colours are available: Moon White Metallic, Brilliant Silver 

Metallic, Premium Velvet Red Metallic, Race Blue Metallic (as tested, which 

adds $770), Steel Grey, Quartz Grey Metallic, and Magic Black Pearl. 

Interior styling 

Kodiaq’s quality, spacious, and versatile cabin is a class act, highlighted by the 

Alcantara/Carbon leather seat upholstery, with the sports front seats featuring 

contrasting red stitching and embossed RS logo. 

It is built to seat seven (2+3+2), all doors open wide for ease of entry and exit, 

all occupants get a good view of the surrounds, most surfaces are soft-touch, 

and there is a quality feel thanks to the black headlining, glossy black detailing, 

and solid switchgear. 

The dash and virtual cockpit instrument panel are a first-class act, highlighted 

by a central, 9.2-inch tablet-style touch screen. 

With all seats occupied there is still 230 litres of cargo space. 

With the third row folded, that increases to 630 litres, and with all rear seats 

dropped, 2005 litres up to roof level. 

Standard equipment 

The RS lacks for nought when it comes to creature comforts, with little on offer 

from the accessories list. 

An electric sunroof is all that is missing. 



Kodiaq RS gets the same amount of kit as the recently introduced Sportline 4x4 

variant which built on the already well-furnished 132TSI. 

Some of the niceties include Adaptive Cruise Control, Apple CarPlay and 

Android Auto, electrically-adjustable, heated front seats with memory function 

for the driver’s seat, push button start, remote entry, wireless phone charging, 

auto-on headlights, auto-dipping interior rear view mirror, dual-zone air-con, 

sat-nav, rain-sensing wipers, a flat-bottom steering wheel, sports pedals, and a 

quality 10-speaker Canton sound system.  

Safety features 

The RS comes with a full complement of driver and safety aids and active crash 

avoidance systems. 

Among its armory is autonomous emergency braking, lane-keep assist, around-

view camera, emergency assist, front and rear parking sensors, rear cross traffic 

alert, blind spot monitoring, nine airbags, and ISOFIX anchor points. 

It also comes with a five-star ANCAP safety rating. 

Instruments, tech 

As stated earlier, the RS comes standard with VW Group’s virtual cockpit 

which lets you configure several instrument layouts and to display different 

information, including a duplication of the sat-nav layout. 

A plethora of information can also be called up via the touch screen. 

A USB port and several 12-volt outlets are mounted around the cabin. 

Comfort/convenience 

The Kodiaq’s interior is a nice, comfortable, and quiet place to reside. 

Road and engine noise are subdued, but Skoda engineers have added Dynamic 

Sound Boost to enhance the exhaust note to make the vehicle sound sporty and 

less ‘diesely’. 

The large, comfy front sports seats do a great job of supporting the body when 

pushing on through the windy stuff, second row occupants get heated seats also, 

as well as their own air vents and window blinds, while those occupying the 

third row get a couple of trays and a cupholder. 

There is rear side privacy glass, Skoda’s ingenious automatic door protection 

system that helps protect the paintwork on the leading edge of each door from 



scrapes, two umbrellas tucked away inside the armrests of the front doors, and 

two gloveboxes. 

Cabin storage includes a centre console bin, cupholders, door pockets and bottle 

holders, small rubbish bins, several trays, a deep lidded bin between the front 

seats, and two cupholders built into the second-row fold down armrest. 

Although the Kodiaq is described as a seven-seater, 5+2 littlies would be more 

apt, as space in the back is a small kids' zone, with a restriction of shoulder and 

leg room.  

And getting there is a bit of a challenge, with the second row needing to be 

tilted and slid forward first.  

Those occupying the second row are fine, with plenty of head, leg, and shoulder 

room, while both driver and front seat passenger are also well done by space 

wise. 

Unfortunately, there is no spare wheel lurking beneath the cargo floor. 

Just tools, a jack, and a can of goo. 

There is a self-parking function, a handy kick-function electric tailgate, and tie-

down hooks, and remotes for lowering the second row in the cargo area. 

What is it like to drive? 

Very nice, thank you. 

At 112km/h, showing a lazy 1800rpm on the rev counter and consuming just 

6.8L/100km, gives you some idea of just how a relaxed highway tourer the RS 

is. 

But it is at its happiest cruisin’ rural back roads and tackling winding, gravel 

roads where the Kodiaq’s ‘on demand’ all-wheel-drive and all those driver and 

safety aids keep everything pointed in the right direction. 

In the twisty bits, the ESP does become a little over-zealous, but in most parts 

the handling is neutral, with plenty of feedback from the front wheels and the 

communicative steering.  

The suspension is supple and offers a quiet, comfortable ride, despite the 

vehicle riding on 20-inch alloys.  

Most bumps and thumps are absorbed well before they can be transferred to the 

cabin, while the meaty four-wheel disc brakes are confidence-builders on steep 

downhill sections.  



There is excellent body control, the steering is nicely weighted and direct and 

the large-ish SUV offers car-like handling and responsiveness. 

The adaptive suspension feature offers Eco, Comfort, Normal, Sports, 

Individual and Snow modes, while Off Road mode is an added bonus for safer 

driving if you are heading to the Victorian Alpine resorts, or you want to enjoy 

a bit of off-roading getting to that favourite fishing or picnic spot.  

Bear in mind that the Kodiaq is not a true 4x4, despite the badge work. 

For the most part we left the vehicle in default Normal mode. 

The RS’s on, and off-road, manners are hard to fault. 

Why would I need it? 

Action-packed and fun aside, I liked the Kodiaq RS's fuss-free dash and 

instrument panel, and the good amount of soft touch materials which added to 

the premium feel of the airy cabin. 

Kodiaq's combination of handsome looks, classy interior materials and trim, 

faultless fit and finish, and excellent on-road dynamics, makes a strong 

argument for any family shopping for a sporty, seven-seat SUV.  

It is a refined vehicle offering space, practicality, flexibility, performance, 

economy, comfort, features, and value-for-money.  

And there is no shame in parking this beauty in the country club car park. 

 

Review vehicle courtesy: Skoda Australia 

Price: Skoda Kodiaq 2.0 176 BiTDI RS AWD, $65,990 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 2-litre, bi-turbo, four-cylinder diesel 

Power: 176kW at 4000rpm 

Torque: 500Nm at 1750rpm 

Transmission: Seven-speed dual clutch automatic. All-wheel-drive 

Fuel consumption: 7.6L/100km  

Fuel tank capacity: 60 litres diesel  

Towing capacity: 2000kg braked   

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres  



 

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Skoda dealerships  

 

Albury-Wodonga – Brooks Skoda, 207 Melbourne Road, Wodonga Phone: (02) 

6055 8700 

Shepparton – Shepparton Volkswagen, 325-329 Midland Highway, Phone: (03) 

5822 5844 (service only) 


