
When there is no need to rush 

THE quickest way to get from Albury-Wodonga to Melbourne – or vice versa – 

is via the Hume Freeway which, on a good day, will take you about three-and-a-

half hours to cover the 305-kilometres. 

But that can be fraught with time delays, especially if you need to get to 

Melbourne Airport, have an important business meeting, a specialist 

appointment, or even an event.  

OK. The footy! 

Roadworks, an accident necessitating a detour, or traffic snarls once you get to 

the city fringe can cause significant delays but, if you are not in a rush, there are 

alternatives. 

If, for example, you are traveling to Melbourne’s eastern/south eastern suburbs, 

why not take the picturesque Midland/Goulburn/Maroondah/Melba Highway 

route which is about an hour longer without stops. 

Or, as we do on a regular basis, travel along ‘Old 31’, or the Hume Highway, 

the majority of which runs parallel to the Hume Freeway between the two major 

centres.  

Most of the highway is in good to excellent condition and is still a major 

thoroughfare between those cities and towns that were bypassed by the freeway. 

We keep hammering this route for good reason as the freeway is dull and boring 

– lifeless, even - not to mention the thousands of trucks which ply it ever day 

and the smattering of idiots who have scant regard for the 110km/h speed limit. 

‘Old 31’ on the other hand has a speed of limit of 100km/h, is quite picturesque 

and passes through quaint villages, towns and the rural cities of Wangaratta and 

Benalla. 

The freeway route gives you the option of taking a rest break at service centres 

at Glenrowan, Euroa, Seymour and Wallan, whereas the highway allows many 

more options, plus the opportunity to explore the villages and towns along the 

way, most of which have a rich history. 

Being bypassed by the freeway has breathed new life into many of these towns 

and they welcome travellers with open arms. 



The old highway, which is single-lane, makes for a charming country drive and 

that is exactly what we enjoyed with a 2020 Hyundai Kona Go which 

introduces additional standard safety as part of the Hyundai SmartSense suite of 

technologies. 

The entry Kona Go and Kona Active variants now feature a camera-based 

Forward Collision-Avoidance Assist and Forward Collision Warning system as 

standard, while every variant in the four-model strong range gets the Lane 

Keeping Assist system that progressively provides warnings and then steering 

intervention to help keep the vehicle within the lane markings. 

Also coming standard is Hyundai’s Driver Attention Warning system which 

monitors driver attention level and recommends the driver take a break as 

required. 

Kona Elite and Highlander gain Smart Cruise Control. 

Our review Kona Go, resplendent in its standout Tangerine Comet paintwork 

(we loved it and there is no way you could lose it in a crowded carpark), was 

powered by Hyundai’s bullet-proof 110kW/180Nm 2-litre four-cylinder petrol 

engine mated to a six-speed automatic transmission driving the front wheels. 

Optional is the more powerful 130kW/265Nm 1.6-litre turbo four cylinder 

engine which drives all four wheels via a seven-speed DCT transmission. 

Our Go was priced from $24,000, plus $595 for the premium paintwork. 

Our Kona pick-up was in the north-west Melbourne suburb of Tullamarine, 

meaning we had several choices as to our return trip to Albury-Wodonga 

without having (almost) to take to the freeway. 

One was a sprint across the city's north-eastern fringe to the pretty outer suburb 

of Warrandyte which sits on the banks of the Yarra River, then to Yarra Glen 

and Yea, or cut across behind Tullamarine Airport to join up with Old Sydney 

Road, a continuation of Mickleham Road. 

We chose the latter which brought us out on ‘Old 31’ at Wallan. 

Had we chosen to return to Albury-Wodonga via the Hume Freeway we would 

not have passed through one town or one city, but by following the old Hume 

Highway, or as much of it as is possible, we got to pass through the same 

villages and towns (two of which are now rural cities) that motoring pioneers 

Herbert Thomson and his nephew Edward Holmes passed through on their epic 

drive from Bathurst to Melbourne in 1900. 



These were Beveridge, Wallan, Kilmore, Broadford, Tallarook, Seymour, 

Mangalore, Avenel, Locksley, Longwood, Euroa, Violet Town, Baddaginnie, 

Benalla, Winton, Glenrowan, Wangaratta, Springhurst, Chiltern and 

Barnawartha. 

Like the freeway, the old highway is relatively flat, Pretty Sally hill at Wallan 

and Kilmore Gap to the east of that town, the exceptions. 

Our Kona Go tackled these steep pinches without raising too much of a sweat.  

The 2-litre engine is nowhere near the firecracker the 1.4-litre turbo is, but it 

goes about its business in relative ease and the crisp-shifting six-speed auto is 

the perfect bed-fellow for this engine which, according to Hyundai, consumes 

7.2 litres per 100 kilometres. 

The Kona had already proven to be an entertaining vehicle to drive through 

suburbia, its compact dimensions, good all-round vision, light steering, 10.6-

metre turning circle, and a decent enough shove of power, all combining to get 

us into that small opening in snarling traffic that had appeared up ahead.  

Its low-speed ride quality was softer and more comfortable on its 16-inch tyres 

than what we remember of a Highlander turbo-variant on 18-inch tyres tested 

previously. 

Once we hit the open road comfort levels further improved, the beautifully-

weighted and accurate steering turned us into each bend and corner crisply, and 

the Kona always felt secure when hustled over what is now a B road. 

The little SUV's suspension did its best to please, soaking up most of the bumps, 

thumps, ruts and corrugations well before they could reach the inside. 

The brake pedal was too spongy for our liking and, damn it, we only had the use 

of a temporary spare wheel. 

Not much fun being stuck miles (kilometres) from nowhere with one corner of 

the vehicle riding on one of them. 

But we did have that (almost) full suite of safety and driver aids at our disposal. 

They are on top of all the other goodies you get standard with the entry variant, 

including stand-out looks - both inside and out.  

Named after the Kona region in Hawaii, Hyundai's small SUV introduced many 

of the styling cues of the latest Santa Fe large SUV.  

Unlike the Thomson steam phaeton, which was an open four-wheel ‘carriage’ 

powered by a two-cylinder steam engine fuelled by kerosene and with no 



luxuries to speak of - not even a roof – our Kona Go, despite being the entry 

model to the range, came fairly well equipped, with plenty of creature comforts, 

tech and comfort to make our journey as safe and as enjoyable as possible. 

The Kona Go is no bare-to-the-bones small SUV. 

Far from it. 

The six-speed automatic transmission boasted Eco, Comfort and Sport modes, 

we got cruise control, Hyundai’s Auto Link connectivity system, a fully-

adjustable steering column with remotes, six airbags, a 7-inch touchscreen, a 

digital speedometer, six speaker audio system, Apple CarPlay and Android 

Auto compatibility, Bluetooth connectivity, 12-volt and USB outlets, a rear 

view camera and manual air conditioning. 

And before you ask, no, there is no manual transmission available. 

We love the nose job of the Kona but thought the rear end styling a tad fussy, 

but making the overall package look bold and purposeful were its black roof 

rails, roof spoiler, and body protection mouldings.  

Missing was an electric park brake, no rear air vents, and no centre armrest, 

USB or 12-volt socket for rear seat passengers. 

Kona's classy, comfortable, and well-finished cabin was a class above average, 

with good front and rear headroom, good front legroom, but only adequate rear 

seat legroom, and the boot capacity with rear seats upright was a reasonable 

361-litres. 

By folding the 60:40 split-fold rear seats down, that expanded to 1143-litres.  

The cargo area was fitted with four tie-down hooks, a shopping bag hook, a 

handy side bin, and a solid cargo cover.  

Cabin storage included a sizeable glovebox, a lidded bin with armrest between 

the front seats, sunglasses holder, bottle holders in all four doors, cupholders, 

and a tray ahead of the gear lever.   

Safely cocooned inside the Kona Go and travelling the same road as those 

intrepid explorers of 120 years previously, we really felt for them. 

They were in nothing more than a four-wheel buggy, with no roof, no doors, no 

safety gear, no brakes, no transmission, and no storage. 

Their motive power was a 5 horsepower (3.73kW), two cylinder, vertical 

compound steam engine, and to negotiate hills, one of them – presumably 



Holmes – had to ‘get out and get under’ to move a belt from one pulley to 

another. 

Once the hill or steep section was crossed, it was back under again to move the 

belt back. 

Not so the Kona, our Go variant’s bullet-proof, four-cylinder, petrol engine 

giving us a handy 110kW of power developed at 6200rpm, and a more than 

useful 180Nm of torque at 4500rpm. 

Drive to the front wheels was via a smooth-shifting, six-speed automatic 

transmission, and the sophisticated chassis and suspension gave us excellent 

handling, ride and comfort levels. 

Beats the three elliptical spring rear/transverse front system of the Thomson 

buggy. 

We also enjoyed a light and precise power steering system rather than a single 

hand lever controlling the front wheels. 

Thomson and Holmes travelled from Bathurst to Holbrook along coach ‘roads’, 

then the Great South Road to Albury and Sydney Road from Wodonga to 

Melbourne. 

The road from Sydney to Melbourne was named the Hume Highway in 1928 in 

honour of explorer Hamilton Hume who, with William Hovell in 1824, were the 

first Europeans to traverse an overland route between what are now the state 

capitals of New South Wales and Victoria. 

All the towns and villages Thomson and Holmes passed through between 

Albury-Wodonga and Melbourne remain to this day, the exception being the 

hamlet of Locksley which, in their day, was nothing more than a drovers’ camp 

site called Burnt Creek. 

The Old Hume Highway has two steep sections, both located in a break in the 

Great Dividing Range between the towns of Wallan and Kilmore. 

One is a hill (actually, a dormant volcanic cone) known as Pretty Sally heading 

east out of Wallan, the other the Kilmore Gap heading west from Kilmore. 

As previously stated, the Kona conquered both with ease thanks to a powertrain 

that worked in unison to keep everything on the boil. 

The rest of the old highway is relatively flat. 



There are only four sections where you are forced to merge onto the freeway: 

between Broadford and Seymour, Longwood and Euroa, Euroa and 

Baddaginnie, and Wangaratta and Chiltern. 

Mangalore, Locksley, Baddaginnie and Springhurst aside, all other villages and 

towns along the route have at least one shop where you can grab a coffee or 

takeaway. 

Kilmore, Euroa and Glenrowan have plenty of history to tell, the latter the scene 

of the capture of the Kelly Gang in 1880. 

Like Kia, Hyundai is proving a thorn in the side of all-comers as with just about 

every model - indeed, all models - it has reached the formula of success across 

its entire range. 

Yes, the Kona lacked here and there (and what vehicle doesn't?), but its faults 

were far outweighed by its design, engineering, comfort, security and safety, 

standard fare, and sense of purpose. 

And in a sea of white and grey, the optional Tangerine Comet paintwork is the 

way to go if standing out from the crowd is your thing. 

We love everything about the Kona and recommend it for those shopping for a 

small SUV. 

Yes, the flagship Highlander has more comfort and convenience, every safety 

item and all the latest tech fitted, but for those wanting a reliable, still well 

equipped vehicle for $24,000 plus on-roads, the Kona Go is, well, the go. 

But if your budget can stretch that extra $595, the Tangerine Comet is a must. 

And in case you were wondering, travelling via the old Hume Highway route 

adds a half hour and 20-kilometres to your (non-stop) journey. 

Not much, really, but we suggest you stop at least one or two places - if not 

more - along the way. 

You’ll be glad you did. 

 

NOTE: During our review of the Kona the Victorian government announced a 

ban on non-essential travel owing to the COVID-19 pandemic and asked all 

those that could work from home to do just that. 

And just that we are doing. 



Hyundai Australia extended our loan of the Kona ‘for as long as it takes’ for 

this emergency to subside, of which we are grateful, given the vehicle’s regular 

digs are in the north west Melbourne suburb of Keilor Park. 

This drive aside, we will be doing a long-term review of the Kona, with weekly 

updates, and once we return the Kona to its rightful owner, we will let you 

know what overall fuel consumption we achieved. 

 

Price: Hyundai Kona Go 2.0 auto $24,000 plus on-road costs 

Engine: 2-litre, four-cylinder, naturally-aspirated petrol 

Power: 110kW at 6200rpm 

Torque: 180Nm at 4500rpm 

Transmission: Six-speed automatic. Front-wheel-drive 

Fuel consumption: 7.2L/100km 91RON   

Fuel tank capacity: 50 litres 

Towing capacity: 1300kg braked 

Warranty: 5 years/unlimited kilometres   

  

North-East Victoria/Southern Riverina Hyundai dealerships 

 

Albury-Wodonga - Baker Hyundai, 44 High Street, Wodonga Phone: (02) 6046 

9100  

Shepparton - Shepparton Hyundai, 80 Benalla Road, Shepparton Phone: (03) 

5849 1200  

Wagga - Wagga Motors Hyundai, 32 Dobney Avenue, Wagga Phone: (02) 6910 

3000 

Wangaratta - Wangaratta Hyundai, 29/43 Tone Road, Wangaratta Phone: (03) 

5922 0000  

 

 


